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But there's a youth that you can name. 
Who netds no loaduiK'-stiin^ to fame, 
VMiosc quick maturity of brain 
TIk' birth orPallasn.a> explain: 
l)ria.uin^M)f \\h<)s(' (Uiuiiding- fate, 
I heard Melpomene debate; 
I'his, thii is he that was foretold 
ShouJd emulate our Greeks of oM; 
Inspired by me with nered art, 
.He tiiws, and rulet the varied hew^ 
'. • ^ •'^'*'*iM? ai»g»hMidi^)ne, 
' ;*ji»««^thet^^erinlw»j5e; 
If he describe 10ve«tunt'il<o fage^ 
•t^efurity riAton his p«ge; 
.Ifh^fairJifcrnTanai.^, 
By ttftkA itowY«xpirii:g, draw, 
..•^€k^ft»er4«W8ioBs then^ngagc 

Ir Beatteni|>t<liKi«itus4>ve, 
We hear those phints that woimd the grove; 
Within the kinder passions glow, 
And tears, distilW from pity, flow. 
The observatioH made upon Gray, by his frk 
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nHlH'rvHlwitlHHiI ikUghi. 

bold •(4rit of liberty, l>y genevmt, leu&ei^ kA n^dK 




«ui i&»n and a good citizen. The chanctert 
discriniiiiRtcil, att is justl} exemplified in JDi 
ton's learned comiueutary; and the 8t>'le jkw 
By-po^cal graces, though it is sometimes fa 
prosaic It abounds ih the affecting, the t« 
the beautiful, rather than in the heroic an 
The parting of Leouidas and his ^\ ife is per 
interesting than that of Hector and Audroma 
epiMide of Ariana and Teribazus is pot tical 
ing* On the. whole we may safely veuturt 
Leonidas by the side of Lucan^s Pharsalia, Stal 
baid, Canioen*s Lnsiad, and the Heuriade of 

Mr. Glover passed a great portion of his i 
Mr. Pitt, ai\en»-ards Earl of Chatham, Mj 
LyttletoD, afterwards Lord Lyttleton, JBarl 
Lord Cobham, and many others of the same j 
bis connexion with whom introduced liiin 
tice of Frederick Prince of Wales, who hon 
^iritli his friendship, and distinguished him by 
tenanoe and patronage. 

His talents for public speaking, his knowU 
Utical affiurs,a]id his iuformaiion euncemjiig 
eoromerce, pointed him out to the merdiants > 
aia proper person to conduct their applicatM 
liament, ou the subject of the neglect of i 
He accepted the office; and in summing up tli 
gave very striking proofs of his oratorical pov 
vemariuible speech was pronounced at the 
House of Commons, January 27, 1743, and 
vaids ptiblished outier the title of *A short 
the late application to parliament mada b 
dMUfts of London, upon the neglect of their 1 
tiie evidence thereupon, as suron.td up by "bl 
By his appearanee in behalf of the merehai 
don he acquired, and with great justice, tht 
•fan »ble and steady patriot; and indeed, oi 
•■■ioD, he shewed his zeal foi the conuuereit 
«f the natiaii, as wcUm hit mif hmft to tl 
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MS man and a good citizen. The ctaaneterl aie 
discriiiiinatfd, as is justly exemplified is Dr. Pemlicv* 
ton'* kanied conuueutary; and the style pomeaaet ntif 
By -poetical graces, though it is somedmes familiar ani 
prosaic It abounds in the affecting, the tender, ani 
the beautiful, rather than in the heroic and sabfimCb 
The parting of Leouidas and his ^^ ife is perhaps njovB 
Interesting than that of Hector and Androiuache. The 
episode of Aiiana and Teribazus is pot tical and pleaa* 
ing. On the whole we may safely venture to pfaMi 
Leonidas by the side of Lucan^s Pharsalia, Statius*s 1 be* 
tiaid, Canioen*s Lusiad, and the Heuriade of Yoltairew 

Mr. Glover passed a great portion of his time miA 
Mr. Pitt, afterwards Elarl of Chatham, Mr. Gewfgs 
Lyttleton, afterwards Lard Lyttleton, Carl Tem]^ 
Lord Cobhara, and many others of the same piinciplei^ 
liis connexion with whom introduced him to the vf 
tice of Frederick Prince of Wales, who honoured him 
^irath his friendship, and distinguished him by his couik* 
tenanoe and patronage. 

Hu talents for public speaking, his knowledge of po* 
Utica) afl[airs,aiid his iufonuation eoneeming trade ani 
oommerce. pointed Iiim out to the merchants of LondoB 
as a proper person to conduct their application to par 
liament, on the subject of the neglect of their tradch 
He accepted the office; and in summing up the evidenea 
gave very striking proofs of his oratorical pawers. 'lliii 
xemarkable speech was pronounced at the bar of the 
Bouse of Commons, January 27, 1743, and soon aftee 
vaids puUished under the title of *A short account d 
the late application to parliament mada by tLe me» 
«iwi)ts of London, upon tlie neglect of their tiade, will 
the evidence thereupon, as summtd up by Mr. Gloveft' 
By his appearance in behalf of the nierclumti of Loft 
dm he acquired, and with great justice, the cbaraetfil 
•fan able aiid steady patriot; and indeed, on every oOi 
aadon, he shewed his zeal foi the commercial iutfYesu 
ifftheiutioB, m weUas hit ^ttacbnfiBt to the wdfiM 
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|Bkd «e life obith dmumilH) ■ KKM froiu hiuinn, 
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ApilfudikithhHuur. is tbc uncif- of ibriinua 
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"Since I bave read Leonidas,* wys he (< 
Sense, No. 10), »I hare been to full of all the 
I met with in it, that, to give some vent, I fonml it nfr 
nesaary to write to you, and invite my cou ntry men i» 
take part with me in the pleaann of admiring^ fHuitN 
justly deserves their admiration. And ind<Hng^4riiI 
bare yet a further view; I desire to do them good a« wdH 
as please them; fbr never yet was an epic poem 
with so uoUe and so useful a design; the whole 
and purpose of it being to shew the superiwity < 
dom over slavery; and how ranch virtue, public tpilllf 
and the love of liberty, are preferable, both in 
nature and effects, to riches, lujtury, and the ii 
empower. 

^ ** lliis great and instructive moral is set forth by i 
action the most proper to illustrate it of all that anck 
or modem history can afford, enforced by the 
«ublime spirit of poetry, and adorned by all the chaim 
of an active and warm imagination, under the restniM 
of a cool and sober judgment. 

**And it has another special claim to protection; fat,! 
will venture to say. there never was an epic poem which 
had so near a relation as this to common sense; thea»> 
thor of it not having allowed himself the liberty, lo 
largely taken by his predecessors, of making excursiom 
beyond the bounds, and out of sight of it, into the aifj 
regions of poetical mythology. There are neither figlM* 
ing gods, nor scolfling goddesses; neither miracles, mm 
enchantments; neither monsters, nor giants, in tab 
work; but whatsoever human nature can afibxd thatk 
most astonishing, marvellous, and sublime^ 

"And it has this particular merit to recommend Ic; 
that though it has quite the air of an ancient epic poei^ 
then is not so much as a single simile in it that is boiv 
rowed ftom any of the ancients; and yet, I beliefe 
thert: is hardly any poem that has «uch a variety dT 
beautiful comparisons; so just a confidence had the an* 

tbor in the extent wad ridi abuodanee of hii own itatt 
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be easily admitted, that the virtue of LNnidM « 
proof against aiiy temptations of that nature. Wkal 
er this be a fact or not, thus much is eertain, dut Zn 
€• was reduced to extreme diflScuities by this renb 
defence of Thermopylse; tiU he was extricated fli 
Iris distress by a Malian, named Epialtes, who eondwi 
twenty thousand of the Persian army into Oveei 
through a pass, which lay higher up the country amgi 
the mountains of Oefat whereas the passage at Tki 
mqiylse was situated on the the sea-shore between Aa 
mountains and the MaUan bay. The defence of the m 
per pass had been committed to a thousand PhoeiH 
who upon the first sight of the enony inconsidemid 
abandoned their station, and put themselTes in am 
upon a neighbouring eminence; buttte Persiaiia vii 
1> avoided an engagement, and with die utmott ezpd 
tion marched to Thexmopyte. 

Leonidas no sooner received information, that-ll 
Barbarians had passed the mountains, and would loa 
he in a situation to surround him, than he commande 
die allies to retreat, reserving the three hundred Sptt 
taiis, and four hundred Thebans, whmn, as they foUow« 
lum with reluctance at first, he now compelled to rtm 
But the Thespians, whose number amounted to aevs 
hundred, would not be persuaded by IrnnklniiriifniMli 
him. llieir comamnder was Deraophilus, and the am 
eminent amongst them for his valour was DithynandMi 
Ae son o€ llarraatidefc Among the LaeedttnaniMi 
the most conspicuous next to liConidas was Dienew 
"who being toM, that the multitude of Persian arrov 
would obscure the sun, replied, the battle would tkfl 
be in the shade. Two brodiers, named Alpheua •■ 
llavon, are also recorded for their va]oor,and were Lmi 
dsummians. Megistias a priest, by birth an Acaxnaniii 
amd held in high honor at Sparta, reftited todeaertLi 
anadas, though oitreated by him to consult his saAt] 
hat sent away his only son, and renudned ^^^F»^^ iM 
hind to die with tfw liwedsaiwnifnb 
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imtcb-wonL and of ctnrfldCTiee in tlieitiirivei, reduced ' 
Feniaiis to such a state of conftuioo, that tiwydeiO 
ed each other whboiit iltstinetion. Had Xendcool 
ued in the royal paviKon, the Grecians without lUflk 
ty might hare brought the war to a speedy eondas 
hy hisdeath; bathe at the beginning of the tanndC 
took himself to flight with the utmost precipitKli 
when the Grecians, mihing into the tent, put to ' 
sword most of those who were left b^nd: then, wl 
night lasted, they ranged through the whole camp 
diligent search of the tyrant. When morning appcu 
tlie Persians, pcrcdving the true state of thin^ h 
the inconsiderable number of their enemies in eonCe:ii 
yet were so terrified at their valour, that they aroidec 
near engagement; but inclosing the Oicdans on en 
side, showered their darts and arrows upon them tA 
distance, ai^ in the end destroyed their whole body, 
this mnnuer fdl the Grecians, who under the eondi 
(if Leonidas defended the pass of Thermopylie. i 
must admire tlie virtue of these men, who with c 
cotiseiit, maintaining the post allotted by their eount 
elieerf\iUy renotmced their lives fur the oomnran mt 
of Gieece, and esteemed a glwious death more riigil 
than to live with dishonor. Nor is the eonsteriMti 
of the Persians incredible. Who ainmig tliote Baii 
rians could haw conjectured such an event? \I1m tan 
have expectt d,that five hundred men would have dai 
to attack a million? Wherefore shall not all poitetity 
ilert on the virtiK'of these men, as the object of ii 
tation, wlio, tliougti the loss uf their lives was the nee 
sar}- cfiusequence of their midertaking, were yet onei 
qui nil in tlair spirit; and among all the great ram 
delivered down to remembrance, are the only hem 
wlio ubtaiited more glory in their fall, than others i)n 
the brightest victories/ With justice may they be dee 
ed the pn>servers of the Grecian liberty, even prrft; 
bly to tliose, who were conquerors in dii- battles fiNi|t 
afterwards with Xerxes; for the memory of that vahw 
fVkvrtedinttedcSaace of lluxmopylgK^fiQitvwxde^ 
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ite Loid Viieo«int Gobham, and ilie Mmeof my oibfiiiir 
tieiM fbr the eariy iMnor of hit fHendahip; to him I ia- 
acrihe the folkming poem; uid herein I dionldbe jwti" 
fledfind^endent of aU penooal modvet, from hi* Li«d- 
dup*k poUie eondaet, to highly dittingviahed by hitdi^ 
interetted seal, and muhaken fidelity to hit eomtry, mC 
km in eivil life^ than in die fiekL* to him dieiclbre • 
poem, founded on a character eminent for military gl»> 
ry, and love of liberty, is d«e from the nature of the 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
XERXES, king of Persia, having drawn together tke 
whole force of his empire, and passed ov* r the Hdle» 
pont into Thrace, Mith a design to conquer Greece^ 
the deputies fW>ra the several states of that country, 
uho had some tinie'before asaerahled theraselTes at the 
Isthmus of Corinth, to deliberate on proper roeannct 
finr resisting the invader, were no sooner apprized of 
his march into 1 brace, than they determined without 
farther delay to dispute his passage at the streightsof 
lliennopjUe, the most accessible part of Greece on 
side of the Thrace and Thessah . Alpbeui, one of the 
deputies from Sparta, i-epairs to that city, and commu- 
nicati s this resolution to his countrymen; who chain 
oed that day to be assembled in expectation of reoeiv- 
ing an answer from Apollo, to whom they had sent a 
messengi r to consult about the event of the wan 
Leutychides, one of their two kings, counsels the peo- 
ple to advance no farther than the Isthmus of Corinth, 
which separates the Pt loponnesus, where JLacedemflB 
was situated, from the rest of Greece; but Leonidai, 
the other king, dissuades them from it. Agis,the mes- 
senger, w ho had bi en deputed to Delphi, and brother 
to the queen of Leonidas, returns with the oracle; 
which denoimces ruin to the Lncedsemonians, unleis 
•ne of their kings lays down his life fur the puhBe* 
Leoiiidas offers himself fur the victim. Three hundred 
more areappoiiitrd,aIl citizens of Sparta, and heads of 
families, to acconipai<y and die with him at Thfemo* 
pylse. Alpheus returns to the Inthmus. Leonidas, a( 
ter an interview with his queen departs fVom Lace 
daemon. At the end of six days he encamps near the 
Isthmus, when he is joinM by Alpheus; who describes 
the auxiliaries, then waiting at the Isthmus, dioae^ 
who are already possessed of Thermopylae, as alio 
the pass itself; and concludes with relating the capli* 
vity of hii brother Folydorus in Persia. 
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Aemote and feeble, yon betray your ov^ 
And merit Jove's derision*' With assent 
The Sjiartans heard. Leoiiidas reply*d. 

* O most ungenerous counsel! Mostunwisei 
Shall we, confining to that Isthmian fence 
Our efibrts, leave beyond it ev*ry state 
DisownUexposM? Shall Athens, -while her fleet9 
Unceasing watch th' innumerable foes. 
And trust th' impendin*;^ dangers of the field 
To Sparta's welWknown valour, shall she hear 
That to Barbarian violence we leave 
Her unprotected walls? Her hoary sires, 
Her helpless matrons, and their infant race 
To servitude and shame/ Her guardian gods 
Will yet preserve them. Neptune o'er his maij» 
With Pallas, pow'r of Mrisdom, at their helms 
Will soon transport them to a happier clime , 
Safe from insulting foes, from false allies. 
And eleuthrian Jove will bless their flight* 
Then shall we feel the unresisted force 
Of Persia's luvy, deluging our plains 
With inexhHUsted nujubers. Half the Gree]c% 
By us betny'd to bondage, will support 
A Persian lord, and lift th* avenging spear 
For our destruction. But, my friends, reject 
Such mean, such dang'rous counsels, which would blast. 
Tour long^establish'd honors, and assist 
The proud invader. O eternal king 
Of gods and mortals, elevate our roindsl 
Each low and partial passion thence expel! 
Greece is our general mother. All must join 
In her defence, or sep'rate each must falL 

This said, authority and shame eontroDM 
The mute assembly. Agia too appear^. 
He feom the Delphian cavern was retum'd, 
Where, taught by Phoebus on Parnassian cUfllg 
Tbe I^ythian maid unfoUetf heaT^ea deere^ 
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1 *em to Delphi. 1 ciiqair'd the doom 
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^Vith strength Herculean. On his aspect dune 
Siiblimest virtue and desire of fame, 
AVhere justice gives the laurel, in his ey^ 
The iueAtiiig^sbable spark, which fires 
'i'he souls of patriots; while his brow su|^<nts 
Undaunted valour, and contempt of death. 
Serene he cast his looks around and spake. 

' Why this astonishment on ev'ry face, 
Ye men of Sparta? Does the name of death 
Create this ^r and wonder? O my friends, 
Why do 'we labour through the arduous paths, 
Which lead to virtue? Fruitless were the tcnl. 
Above the reach of human feet were placed 
The distant summit; if the fear of death 
Could intercept our passage. But a frown 
Of unavailing terror he assumes 
To shake the firmness of a mind which know^ 
That, wanting virtue, life is pain and woe, 
That, wanting liberty, ev*n virtue mourns^ 
And looks aroiuid for happiness in vain, 
llien speak, O Spaiia, and demand my life. 
My heart, exulting, answers to thy call. 
And smiles on glorious fate. To live with hnA 
The gods allow to many; but to die 
With equal lustre is a blessing, Jove 
Among the choicest of his boons reserves. 
Which but «» few his sparing hand bestows.* 

Salvation thus to Sparta he proclaim^ 
Joy, wrapt awhile in admiration, pau«^ 
Suspending praise; nor pmise at last resomkb 
In high acclaim to read the arch of heav'o: 
A reverential murmur breathes appUose. 
So were die pupils of Lycurgus trains 
To bridle nature. Publie fear was dumb 
Before their senate, ephori and kings^ 
Nor exuitBoon into damoui brake. 
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"Gfipport and oomisel ftom the gods reqiiir^, 
"Was sent the hailowM inenenger to learn 
Their inyBtic Hiil,ui oracles declurM, 
From rocky Delphi, trom Doduua's shades 
Or aea-encirckd Dekn, or the eell 
Of dark 'I'rophopius, round Bteotia known. 
Three hundred niore compleat ih^ intrepid band, 
Illustrious fathers all of gen'roiis sous, 
llie future guardians of Laconia^s state. 
Then rose M(^;istias, leaduig forth his son, 
Young Menalippus. Not of Spartan blood 
Were they. Megistias, heav'n-enlighten'd seei; 
Had left his native, Acamanian shore; 
Along the border of Kurutas chose 
His place of dwelling. For his worth receiv^ 
And hospitably cherished, he the wreath 
Pontific bore in Laeedieraoii'scamp, 
-Serene in danger, nor his sacred arm 
From warlike toil secluding, nor untaught 
To wield the sword, and poise the weighty spe^. 

But to his home Leonidas retirVl. 
There calm in secret thought he thus explorM 
His mighty soul, while nature in his breast 
A short emotion raised. *What sudden griel^ 
^Vhat cold reluctance now unmans my hear^ 
And whispers, that I fear? Can death dismay 
Leonidas; death, oftm seen and seornM, 
When clad most dreadful in the battlers fhnt? 
Or to relinquish life in all its pride, 
With all my honors, blooming round my bew^ 
Kepines my soul, or rather to forsake, 
Eternally forsake my weeping wifb, 
My infant offspring, and my faithful ftiendi? 
Leonidas, awake. Shall these withstand 
'I'he public difety? Haik, thy country calk. 
O sncred voice, I hear thee. At the sound 
ReviWng virtue brightens in my heart; 
J^airKHiitbes befoie her. Death^iecem 
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The radiant vesture of her silver light 
O'er the dull face of nature; so the queen, 
Dinitely graceful shining through her grief, 
Brighten'd the cloud of woe. Her lord approach^ 
Soon, as in gentlest phrase his well-known voice 
Awak'd her drooping spirit, for a time 
Care was appeasM. She lifts her languid head* 
She gives this utt'rance to Iicr tender thought!* 

*0 lliou, whose presence is my sole delight; 
If thus, Leonidas, thy looks and words 
Can clu-ck the rapid cun-ent of distress, 
How am I luark'd for misery! How long! 
"When uf life's lourney less, tlian half, is passed, . 
And I must hour tliose calming sounds no more. 
Nor see that face, which makes afilictiou smile.' 

This said, returning gjlef overwhelms her breast. 
Her orphan children, her devoted lord. 
Pale, bleeding, breathless on the field of death. 
Her ever-during solitude of woe, 
All rise in mingled horror to her sight. 
When thus in bitt'rest agony she spake* 

^O whither art thou going finra my amul 
Shall I no more behold tbee] Oh! no more, 
Id conquest dud, outspread with gl.ffious dust, 
Wilt thou return to greet thy native sml; 
And find thy dwelling joyful! All! too brave^ 
Why wouldst thuu hurry to the dreary gates 
Of deHih, uncallMf Another might have bled. 
Like thee a victim of Alcides' race, 
Less dear to all, and S|)arta been secure. 
Now ev'rx eye with mine is drownM in tears. 
All with these babes lament a fiither lost. 
Alas! how heavy is our lotof paini 
Our sighs must last, when every other breast 
Bxults in •pff'ty, piirchised by out loss* 
Thou diUst liot heed o*r anguish— didst not seek 
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B'.linkl thy bunsno'A wiuiliy (li* their ii:mi<'. 

He ir Spurtun liirth. 'rht;irc:ri)wiiiir bluoiit would pi 

D'-pif^s'it. rlisliuiHXii'd. uiul their \oiithtiil hearts 

U«-at Htthi-suunil uf litK-rt> uu siiuu*. 

f)n iht'ir own iiici'it.oii tht-ir futhi rN luino, 

Wlit*n h« the Spartan fri.ttl'iiu hatli vuiilimrit, 

^kt'uri-thi- Morlil illtistn(.u<« willtlu-} ri«* 

i'hi'ircuiuiiryS bulwark, and ilu-ir luuUicr's joy.' 

II* rt" paii-»M »'n' patriot. In Ti-liirintiiiUMc 
<trii-f hfiiid ihi* yu'wi ur%irtiic. No tfnnpljiiit 
ihrs h-iiiii mIiiicc bnuKc. 'IVariii'asM totlim; 
(Vas'd for a iiios:it*iit snoii aj^aiii tfi stn'Oiii. 
n* hold in arms IjtTurc the paluvt* dniwn. 
His br.i\c cnnipaiiiuns of the ^»nr dnnaiul 
1 lu ir h :.der's prtspnce. Tlu-n h»T i^rit-iii, nMMf>%*'d 
Sur|Ki<isi:iir nttVanct* intercept her Hig^hs. 
Ksicli acoti:i fht'/.i's on h»r faltVinfi^ ton.'jm.*. 
In spi ichlc ssan'^nisli on th<- hero's bnast 
She sinks. Un cvVy bidi- UU ehildivn pnts. 
Ilanu un his kiH>e<», and kiss his hononr'd hiuid.' 
His soul no hmcjer stniffj;!*- lo confine 
Her nj^itatioiu Dou n the ht-ro'ii cheek, 
Down n«'W« the manly sm-row. tirt'M in woe 
Amid hii cliiidrt*n, who enclose him iouimI, 
III s(<u:d», indnlirins^te!tdemes« and love 
In 1 racefnl t'. ars. when thus with lified t \p^ 
Addi'i «»'d to h« a\*n. 'Thon evc'r^li^ ini; p«»w*i*, 
Look tli>nii propitiuns, sin- of i;;iMlsnnd men! 
() iM this faiihfnl wonmn, whosi> deitit 
M:i} ••him thy favcur. irmnt ih«' honrs of ih'Acc! 
And tiioii.my btii^ht foreftither, seeil uf .Tore, 
I) HeicuKs. neijhct not thi*s»' thy raw! 
liui ^'.i.cfthat spirit. I fronUhei' derivi-. 
1 1 ai.spoi tN II t froiii th'.iii to ri^sistle.ss fate, 
IV' iltou thiir euanlian! T« ach them like thy»cU' 
{'y irU.iioi.s Ia1i«Mn*s to t tu'.Kllish lift*, 
A;*-! j>. " «hvu fathv-J- let t)..::* kam «'• 'i-. . 
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Admiring, still in paeans blessed die helm, 

By Greece entrustid witli her chu«>u soiih 

For high adventures on the Culchiaii sliore. 

SwiA on his course Leouidas proceeds. 

Soon is Eurotas pass'd. aiid Lenia's baiUc, 

Where his victorious ancestor subduM 

The many-headed Hydra, aud the lake 

To endless fame consigned, lli* unwearyM bands 

Next through the pines of Mieiialus he led, 

And down Partheniiis urg^d the rapid toil. 

Six da)'s incessant was their march pursuM, 

When to their ear the hoar8e*resounding waves 

Beat on the Isthmus. Here the tents are spread. 

Below the wide horizon then the sun 

Haddipp*d his beamy locks. The queen of night 

GleaniM from the center of th' ethereal vault, 

And oVr the raven plumes of darkness shed 

Her placid light. Leonidas detains 

Dieneces and Agis. Open stands 

The tall pavilion, and admits the moon. 

As here they sir conversing, from the hill. 

Which rose before them, onv of noble port 

Is seen descending. Lightly down the niope 

He treads. He calls aloucL They heard, they knew 

The voice of Alpheus, whom the king addressed. 

*0 thon, with swiftness by the gods enduM 
To match the aniour of thy daring sold, 
What Orom the Isthmus draws thee? Do the Greeks 
Neglect to arm and face the public foef 

'Good news gives wings, said Alpheus. Greece is ana'd, 
The neiglibViJig Isthmus holds th* Arcadian bauds. 
From Mantioi-a Dit)i)hantus leads 
Five hundred spean; nor less from Tegea*s walls 
With Hegesauder move. A thousai td muit^ 
Who in Orchomenus reside, and raikge 
Along Parrhasius, or Cyllene^s bruw ; 
TYlio near the foot of Er^manthus dwell, 
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tSeren hundred tpean before th' impartant faics. 
His l»otlier's son attends the reverend chief, 
Young Dithyrambus. He Ah* noble deeds^ 
Yet nu>re for temperuioe of mind renown'd, 
In early bloom with brightest honors shines, 
Nor wantons in the blaze. Here Agu spake. 

'Well hast thou {tainted that illustrious youth. 
He is my host at Thespia. Though adorned 
With various wreaths, by fame, by fortune blessed, 
His crentle virtues take from Envy's lips 
Their blasting venom; and her baneAil eye 
Strives on his worth to smile.' In silence all 
Again remain, when Alpheus thus proceeds. 

'Plataea's chosen veterans I saw. 
Small in their number, matchless in their fame. 
Diomedon the leader. Keen his sword 
At Marathon was felt, where Asia bled. 
These guard Thermopylae. Among the hiDs, 
Unknown to strangers winds an upper streight, 
Which by a thousand Phociaus is secur'd. 

Ere these brave Greeks I quitted, in the bay 
A stately chieftain of th' Athenian fleet 
Arrived. 1 joiu'd him. Copious in thy praise 
He uttered rapture, but austerely bbim^d 
Laconia's tardy counsels; while the ships 
Of Athens long had stemmM Eubcean tkles, 
Whidi flow not distant from oar future post. 
This was the far-fam'd .^Bschjlus, by Mars, 
By Phoebus lov'd. Parnassus him proclaims 
TTie first of Attic poets, him the plains 
Of Marathon a soldier, try'd in arms.' 

'Well may Athanans murmur,' said the king. 
«Too long hath Sparta slumber'd on her shield. 
By mom beyond the Isthmus we will spread 
A gen ■rou$ haiuia*. In Lacanian tttains 
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Sboald I recount my paioa, my father*s woes, 
'llie days be wept, the deepless nights he beat 
His aged botoin* And shall Alpheus* spear 
Be absent ftom Themiopyl^, nor claim, 
O Polj-dorus, vengeance for thy wrongs 
In that first slaughter of the iKirVrous foe/ 



Heie interposM Dieneccs. llieir hands 
He grasp'd, and cordial transport thas express*d. 

K) that Lycurgus from the shades might rise 
To praise the yirtue, which his laws inspire!* 

Thus till the dead of night these heroes passM 
llie hours in friendly converse, and enjoy'd 
Kach other's virtue. Happiest of men! 
At leugiii with gentle heaviness the powV 
Of sleep invades their eyelids, and constrains 
'ilteir magnaniaiity and zeal to rest; 
When, sliding down the hemisphere, the moon 
Iluiiers^l in midnight shade her silver head. 




LEONIDAS. 

BOOK II. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

LEONID AS on his approach to the Isthmiu, is met by 
the leaden of the troops, sent from other Greetaa 
states, and by the deputies, who composed the isthmi* 
an council* He harangues them; then proceeds in 
conjunction with these forces, towards Thermopylae* 
On the first day he is joined by Dithyrambus; on the 
third he reaches a >ailey in Locris, where he is oitei^ 
tained by Oikus, the puUic host, of the Laoedseino* 
nian state; and the next morning is accompanied by 
him in a car to the temple of Pan: he finds Medoo 
there, the son of Oileus, and commander of two thoo- 
saud Lucriaus, already posted at Thermopylse, and bj 
him is infonmed that the army of ^Ceixes is in sight of 
the past. 
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corruption there presides. O fire the bnte 
To general efforts in the grnHwIeanse. 
Confirm the war^ring. A > .iinate the coM, 
The timid. Watch thefuiJiless. Some betray 
Themselves and Greece; Their perfidj- prevent, 
Or call them back to honor. Let us all 
Be link*d an sacred union, and this land 
May face the world^s whole multitude in arras: 
If for the spoil, by Paris borne to Troy, 
A thousand keels the Hellespont overspread; 
Shall not again confederated Greece 
Be roiuM to battle, and to freedom give 
VThat once she gave to fkme? Behold, we haste 
To stop th* invading tyrant. Till we fhll, 
He shall not pour his myriads on yoiur plains. 
But as the gods conceal, hc>w long our strength 
May stand unvanquish^d, or how soon may yield; 
Waste not a moment, till consenting Greece 
Range all her free4)om numbers in the field.* 

Lconklas concluded. Awful steppVI 
Before the sage assembly one supreme 
And old in ofike. who addressM the king. 

* lliy bright example ev^ry heart unites. 
From thee her happiest omens Greece derives 
Of concord, safety, liberty and fame. 
Go then, O first of mortals, go, impress 
Amaze and terror on the barVrous koit; 
The free-bom Greeks instructbig life to deem 
Leu dear, than honor, and their country ^s cauw.* 

This heard, Leomdas thy secret soul, 
Kxulting, tasted of the sweet reward 
Bue to tby name through endless time. Once m 
His eyes be turned, and viewM in rapturous tlioagfat 
His nativie land, which he alone can save; 
llien summan'd all his miyesty, and o'er 
77m> JnLmus tr od. The phaluu move beluiMl 
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In ieep arrangement. So th' impoial diip 

With stately bulk akNig Uie heaving tide 

In ntilitary pomp conducts the pow'r 

or some proud navy, bounding fitMn the port 

To bear the vengeance of a mighty state 

Against a tyrant's walls* Till sultry noon 

They march; when halting, as they take repai^ 

Across the plain before them they descry 

A troop of Thespians. One above the rat 

In eminence {Hrecedes. His glittViiig shield, 

"Whose gold^mblazon'd orb collects the heanui, 

Cast by meridian Phcebus fh>m his throne, 

Fkunes like another sun. A snowy plume, 

With M-anton curls disporting in the breeze. 

Floats o*er his dazzling casque. On nearer view 

Beneath the radiant honours of his crest 

A countenance of youth in rosy prime, 

And manly sweetness won the fixM rtgard 

Of each beholder. With a modest grace 

He came respectful toward the king, and shewed, 

That all ideas of his o^ n desert 

Were sunk in Tcneration. So the god 

Of light salutes his empyreal sire; 

When from his altar in th^ embowering grove 

Of palmy Delos, or the hallowM bound 

Of Tenedoa, or Claros, where he hears 

In hjinns his praises fVom the sous of men. 

He reaseeuds the high, Olympian seats: 

Such reverential homage on hi« brow, 

OVrsbading, softens his effulgent bloom 

With loveliness and grace. The king receives 

Th* illustrious Thespian thus. * My willing tongue 

Would style thee Dithyrambus. Thou dost bear 

All in thy aspect to become that name 

Renown'd for worth and valour. O reveal 

Thy Inrth, thy charge. Whoever thou art, my soul 

Desires to know thee,and would call thee friend.* 

To him the youth. * O bulwark of out vreiV, 
Mjraune h JHAynmbus; which the Vip« 
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•f some benevolent MMnegen'roosftiend 

To thee have sounded in a partial strain, 

And thou hast heard with fiivour. In thy sigk| 

I stand, deputed by ihe Thespian chief, 

The Theban, Locrian, by the fam*d in war; 

Dioinedon, to hasten thy approach. 

Three days will bring the hostile pow*rs in riew 

He said. The ready standards are uprear^d. 
By zeal enforced, till evening shadows fall. 
The march continues, th^ by day-spring sweep* 
The earliest dews. The van, by Agis led; 
Displays the grisly face of battle rough 
"With spears, obliquely trailM in dreadful length 
Along th* indented way. Beside hiiu marchM 
His gallant, Thespian host. The center boasts 
JLeonidas the leader, who retains 
The good Megistias near him. In the rear 
IMeneces commanded, who in charge 
Kept Menalippus, offspring of his friend, 
For these instructions. * Let thine eye, young man 
Dwell on the order of our varying march; 
As champaign, valley, mountain, or defile 
Require a change. The eastern tyrant thus 
Conducts not his Barbarians like the sands 
Bi number. Yet the discipline of Greece 
They will encounter fteble as the sands, 
Dash*d on a rock, and scattered in their fall.* 

To him th* enquiring youth. * The uMrtia] trei^. 
The flute's slow warble, both in just accord, 
Entrance ray senses; but let wonder ask, 
"Wh^i is that tender vehicle of sound 
Preferred in war by Sparta? Other Greeks 
To more sonorous music rush in fight* • 

'Son of my friend.' Dieneoes refoihi, 
tTeU dost thou note. I praise thee. Sp«rta' g hm 
l^'tA iniiiiaopaanoDt,MUi«e cChuiniA>N«e9^ 
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Thypup!f» arm to manifNt the fiiree 
OfthyiiMtractiou.* 'MenaUppiis, iV 
Retun.*d the chief. (Notdiouo Spiirtin breed, 
Nor call*d to petiih. Thoa mnredded too 
Wouldst leave no race hehiiid thee. live to piabe, 
Live tu enjoy our solitary fiiU. 
Reply is needless. See, the snn dcseends . 
The army halts. I trust thee with a charge^ 
Son of Megistiav In my name command 
Th* attendant Helots to erect our camp. 
We pitch our tents in Loeris.* Quick die youth 
His charge accomplished. From a geu*rous meal, 
Where at the call of Alpheus Locris sbowWI 
Her Aroalthean plenty on her fViinds, 
The satednrarriors tocm in slumber lose 
The memory of toil. His vatdifol round 
Dieneoes with Menalippus takes. 

The mpon rode high and clear. Her Ug^t benlga 
To their pleasM eyes a rural dwelliog sfaewVI, 
All unadornM , but seemly. Either side 
Was fencM by trees lugh-shadowing. Hie Annt 
LookM on a crystal pool, by fhitherVi tribes 
At ev'ry dawn fVequented. From die springs 
A small rcdiutdance ftrd a sludlow brook, 
OVr smoothest pebbles rippling just to ' 
Not startle silence, and the ear of uigfat 
Kntice to listen undisturbVL Aroand, 
The grass was eoverVI by repoong dMeep, 
Whose drowsy guard no longer bayM die i 



Tlie warrion itoppld, contemplating the i 
Of rural quiet. Suddenly a swain 
Steps forth. His Angers touch the breathing reed.' 
Uprise the fleecy train. Each f aithfU dog 
IsrousM. All heedful of the wontt^ sound 
Their known conductor follow. Slow behind 
Th ' obMvviDg \* anion more Fjre hmg they vetdi 
il 6iiuK/ And Tcrduit cirele, tUi& eiMte^d 
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In Memdippiii oiiigfat the roorningp rays 
To guide its travd o'er the huodscape wide 
Of cultivated hillocks, dales aitd lawns, 
Where nuinsions, hamlets iuterpos'd ; where doa 
Rose to their gods through ooiisecnitcd shades. 
He then exclaims. 'O say, can Jove devote 
These fields to ravage, those abodes to flames ? 

The Spartan answers— ^Ravage, sword and fire 
Must be endur*d, as iueidaital ills. 
SuAoe it, these invaders soon, or late, 
Will leave this soil more fertile by their blood 
With spoils abundant to sebuild the fanes. 
Precarious benefiu are these, thou seest, 
So fhun*d by heav'n ; but virtue is a good. 
No foe can qmil, and lasting to the grave.' 

Betide the public way an oval fount 
Of marble spaiUed with a silver sprajr 
Of falling rills, cdlected fnm above. 
The army halted, and tknrfaoUow casques v. 
Dipped in the Knipid stremm dMKndit row 
An edifice, etnnposVI iirilliifcwi. . .- / 
And oaken trunks of knotted girth unwwiirfiL» 
Within were fc«dsj£CjQMSS. 91dvlttSttlSiMVi 
' %iSgTrom the roof. The eaiiouselaefhg||M« 
TlK*ae words, engraven ca» a tabk^ mde, 
Megistias reads; the rest in siloaetheaih ;^, 
• Yon marble Ibnntain, by Oifetisplac'd, 
To thir»t>' lips in living waters flows ; 
For weary steps he fhim'd this cool retreat j^ 
A grateful off Ving here to rural peace. 
His dinted shield, his helmet he resignU 
O passenger, if bom to noble deeds 
Thou wouklst obtain perpettuil gni«e ttom JoU^ 
Devote thy vigour to heroic toils. 
And thy decline to hospitabk- cares. 
JUttliere ; then 9e«k Qik»i& hjb vale.* 
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RUlbe MriihcEDi in ■ tpximt nOr, 
TV /nritftiBfflt in iDom, trpiheinn 
Uulfbrtlihimon^idclianii. Oncilltnadc 



J KiabennijI vivid TtnlurecrnppM 

' B;b«ib,BTaack(,innnm'roui. Neijthb'rin^ 



' Aluurn-inxnli 

Florki bksUidt im 
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^In this fair valley old Qileut dwelb 
llie first of l^ncrians, of Laeonia^s statt 
The public hpst. Yon large pavillioiu mark* 
They promise wdcouieb Thither let us beod. 
There tell our chaige.' This said, they both advi 
A boary baud receives theiu. One, who seemVl 
In rank, in age superior, wav'd his hand 
To Mdiboeus, standing near, and spake— 

*By this my fhithful messenger 1 leani, 
That you are friends. Nor yet tb* inrader's foot 
Hath passM our coi^nes. Else, overcast by time, 
My sight would scarce distinguish friend, or Ibe, 
A Grecian, or Barbarian.* Alpheus thm— 

* We come fhun Laoedsemon, of our king 
L eonidas forerunners.* *Is he iiij^ .'* 
The cordial senior tenderly exclaims. 
*I am Oili-us. Him a beardless boy 
I knew in Laoedsemon. Twenty yean 
Are since elapsed. He scarce remembers me; 
But I will feast him, asbeeomes my zeal. 
Him and his army. You, my fiiends, repose.' 

They sit. He still diseoursef *SpartangiKs 
In me an aged soldier you bvhokL 
From Ajax, ftun*d in Agamemnon's ww, 
Oilman Aiftx flows my vital stream, 
Unniix*d with his presumption. I hare borne 
The highest Ainctions in the Locrian state, 
Kot with dishonor. 8elf-dismits*d, my age 
Hath in this valley on my own demesne 
Liv'd tranquil, not recluse. My comrades tfaes^ 
Old magistrates and warriors like myself, 
Releas'd from public care, with me retir'd 
To rural quiet. Through our last remaint 
Of time in sweet garrulity we slide, 
Recounting passVl achievementt ol'our jwime ) 
Aar Nvodiy iib*nlmeuii fiir lib'ial deal% 



.,^ we accept a charge, 
.^%: «rell*nnted. By our watchful care 
The goddew Plenty in your tt-iits shall dwell.* 

He scarce had tinish'd, ^luii tltc ensigns broad 
Of Laceda:mon*s phalanx down tlie vale 
^Vere seen to wave, unfoidjjig at the souud 
Of flutes, soft-warbling in th* expressive inood . 
Of Dorian sweetness, unadorned. Around, 
III notes of welcome ev^ry shepherd tunM 
His sprightly reed. The damsels shewM their hair, 
Diversify VI with flowrets. Garlands gay. 
Hush-woven baskets, glowing with the dies 
Of amaranths of .asinin, roses, pinks 
And violets they carrj', tripping light 
Befo<« the steps of grimly-feat ur'd Mars 
To Mend the smiles of Flora with his fVown. 
Leonidas they chaunt in silvan lays, 
Hiin tlie defender of the meads and groves. 
Him nM>re, than Fan, a guardian to titcir Hocks. 
"While Philomela, in Iier poplar shade 
Awakened, strains her emttlating throat, 
And joins with liquid trills the s'^elling sounds- 



1 Jie ravord cJistnct! May thy rev'n-i 
Have peaceful shelter in thy father's 
Kind \n av'ii, that merit to my sx^ord 

•Ii> i'ly uijUltcil, fovlli Oilrus blt>k 
TJuMi dost rcfai jne thciil O sint to [ 
'Jliese fruits ftoin spoil, these hoary J 
Permit thy wcaryM soldiers to partak 
Of Loerian plenty. Emarthou iny t 
'ilion and thy captains. I alute tiie 

The hero Aill of dignity and yean, 
Once bold in action, but placM now in 
Kv'n by liis look, benignly cast arouut 
Gives lassitude relief. With native g 
With liearK-ffusM complacency, the k 
vVocepts the libVal welcome; while his 
To relaxation and repast dismissed, 
lHti>h ou the wounded green their brii 

Still is the evening* Under cStetnu 
With interweaving poplars spacious s 
A well-fram^ tent. There calm the li 
The finpnuil hnawrt •»«»«»» o»m< #ii«~. •»•« . 




H to fnaou hcaVh, 
Daeend tad ikep luihankf ul id tlh 

jb yMdhiff DBtuTF lUlj fcpli 4kf4f L 
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'JThey heard. TMir lord^ injonetioiii tofolfla ' 
Was their amlntjon. He, imrestinii^, raoonti 
A ready car. llie coursers had enroHVl 
His name iu Isthmian and Nemean games. 
By moon-light, floating on the splendid reini^ 
He, oVr the bus> vale intent, is borne 
From place to place, o*erlooks, directs, fbi*g«ts 
That he is old. Mean time the shades of night 
Retiring, wake Dieneees. He gives 
The word, ffis pupil seconds. EvVy hand 
Is armM. Day opens. Sparta's king appean. 
Oileus greets him* In his radiant car 
The senior stays reluctant; but his gnest 
So wills, in Hpartai: reverence to age. 
Then spake the Locrian. *To as >ist diy camp 
A chosen band of peasants I detach. 
I trust thy valour. Doubt not thou my care; 
Nor doubt that swain.' Oileos, sp eakitig, hxdc^i 
On Meliboeus. Skilful he commands 
These hinds. *Him wise, him ftithfu] I have provV 
Mote than Eu:n%us to Laertes* son . 
To lum th' (Etsean woods, thdr deviom tracks 
Are known, each rill and fountain. Near the paai 
Two thousand Locrians wilt thou find encampVty 
My eldest bom their leader, Medoo nam VI, 
IVeltexercisM in anns. My daughter dwdla 
On CEta. Sage Melissa she is caDM, 
EnlightenM priestess of the tuneful nine. 
She haply may accost thee. Thou wilt lend 
An ear. Not fruitless are Melissa's words. 
Now, servants, bring the sacred wine.* ObeyV^ 
He, fVom his seat uprising, thus prooeeda*- 

*Lo! fVom this chaHoe a Khation pure 
To Mars, to Grecian liberty and laws. 
To their protector, eleutherian Jove, 
To his nine daughters, who record thehntej 
To thy renown, Leonidas, I pour; 
Atti take an old naoi^VmdaMfliitqAJt 




fTeitDpp^ Afl^ctMntitro^ifigid hiihaitt 



Alrefld J ^a'iiD|f dffWD the dfwj TMk, 
Rlethnugti iu HanmU outlFi; mr m; I 



iwlat wiLL When 0*44 ihL' Lj'dkflplnni 



Whavn m^riarefiDihutn 



mf^V bawtat. O Sparun kind 



if^ach eininenct' is loiulttl tliick >%ith « 
Fronj cols, from evVy huinlet pour'd 
'lo bkss thy steps, to celebrate thy p 

Oftiint sthe kinp^ his decent brow i 
Muti Olid obsefiiiious to an elder's vo 
'VVhidi through th* instnictcd ear, un 
In eloqaei oeaitd knowledgts. Scarce 
WastleiL The nanov dale wm left 
A causeway broad diidotM an aneien 
Of military flmne. A trophy laige« 
Compact with crested morioiM, target 
With spaun and eurtelett. diinmM by 
Stood near a lake pellucid, nnooth,p 
Of circular expanse; whose bosom she 
A ^rreenmlop-d islaiid, figure oVh: m itl 
And from its center liftinf^ h^^ to vi< 
A marble chapeL on the massy strenf^ 
Of Doric columns rais'd. A fnU-wroa 
Displa> V the sculptor's art In solen 
Of obclifks and butts, and story*d urn 
SepulchiHl maiiskm* of Ulnstrioiis dew 
"Wen; tcutterM round, oVrcast with shi 

of VP«V n%tA nwn%tmimm T». « — — 




a; OB, diHDm'il l7 hli ihidd. 



my long aim iiappy course should finisJ 

The chariot rosted. Medon now npj 

Of WMilike Sparta, Xtrxcs'host in sij^h 
Hc^'in to sp;vad their multitude, and i] 
llie spacious Malian plain.' The king 

'Accept, inustnoatmeMenger, myth 
>Vith Mich a bmTe aMutmr, a« theaoQ 
Of great OiJeut, inare ttnuM I go 
TofuoethoKDumben.* With hif god 
ITie father, now dismounting fiom liiti 
Krabitices Medon. In a diding ImiIc 
'i*ey all are wafted to the island fiinc, 
Erected by Oileus, and enrich^ 
With his engravM achievements. Thei 
Of Sparta's genVal in extensive scope 
Contemplates each battalion, as they wi 
Along the pool; whose limpid face refleci 
TlK-ir weapons, glistening in the early si 
Tliein he to Pan armipotent commends, 
His favor thus invoking. «God, whose f 
By rumour vain, ot Echo's emntv v.n«« 



iwith tbegod, 
' temov^. llie good old chief 
arpeta, rait'd by tender, menial liauds, 
I in the secret sanctuary is laid. 

a hast\iing step Leoniclas restrains, 

I fervent prays. *0 Maia's son, best pleased} 

n calling liumber to a yirtuous eyes, 

eh o^er my Tenerable Triend. Thy balm 

rants, exlMasted by hi* lore to me* 

•t deep, thoo lofthiest that intruding pnng', 

h gen'rotn bieMti, to parting* must admit? 



. endMnrk'd. relanded. To hit 
^Mteixm, hercj^oinMtlielieiC; 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Leonidas arrives at Tbermopylse about noon, on the 
fourth day after his departure from the Isthmus* 
He is rt^ved by Deiiiophilus, the commander of 
lliespia, and by Auaxander the Theban, treacherous 
ly recommending Epialtes» a MaKan, who seeks by 
a pompous description of the Persian power to intim- 
idate the Grecian leaders, as they are riewing the 
encniy^s camp ftt>m the top of mount Oeta. He is 
answered by Dieneces and Dioroedon. Xerxes sends 
Tigranes and I^xaortM to the Grecian camp, who 
are dismissed by Leonidas, and oonducted back by 
Dithyrambus and Diomedon ; whidi kst^ incensed at 
the arrogance of Tigranes, treats him with contempt 
and menaces. This occasions a challenge to single 
•ombat between Dioraedon and Tigranes, Dithyram* 
bus and Phraortes. Epiulies after a conference with 
Anaxander, declares his intention of retumii^ to 
Xerees. Leonidas dispatdies Agis with Melibceusi 
a fluthful slave of Oileus, and high in the estimadoa 
of his lord, to view a body of Phocians, who had 
been posted at a distance from Thermopylse for the 
defence of another pass in mount Octa. 
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"nc bat ■ppuiihij BqiBdmi ot^ 



m Spuu hull benclf luppljVI, 



■ Sob ^Oileoi, like ibj tuhrr wiic, 
Ukt Uin partakt my nnfidHicr. Tby wwri 
Btalan an. ■■d'ningiill my Uiouj^hti. 
Tint injur'd Spvoui ihar'd iIk rrgui wnj 
ViibDnc-AlulnybniUicr.tJdiiibmm 
UubleaU hj nun. AiorV by no gal, 

Mibpouit puiiani, impiouiKU dclbmM 
AUIi'.IDnclildalhrhuauii frllhuid. 
Afiinit iiincllfMgiteBivianM be tnbunt 



The Riooiny theme. Iliermopj lnj 

Each filce iu Iranspoit g-lows. Now 

Ills (owVini^ forehead. Willi impa 

On rusli'd the phaluJix, somitliiig pa 

As ifthe present dt.itj- (ufa.ne 

Had from the summit sliewn her daa 

With wreaths unfading on het temp 

Her adamaotine trampet in her ha 

To eelebrete the valour. Fmni the 

Leonidas adranee* like tfie son, 

When thmugfa dividinfif ekMids his p 

Their sweeping rack, and stills the cl 

Tie array silent halt. Thdr ensign 

'ITie air no longer. Motionk>ss theii 

His eye revc«ls the ardour of his sou 

Which thus Qnds uu'rance fro.n his i 

* All hail! Thermopylse, and you, t 
Presiding here. All haiU ye silvan f 
Ye fountain nyraph^, who send your 
In broken murmurs down th»- rugge 
Ri-ceive us, O benignant, and suppor 
ITie cause of Gmce. Conceal the s 




At ID Bme urrid ir^on. where Ibe hnd 
Of CtrttbeDdtbeTKUhhergoldeti Imdi 
ITfnnu 1 buni^g bnnd ■ KinerVI ipuk 



mrtllmiiuoniLltrraiir. Kv'i 
Kiidi uilb iTiuu^hu of f loT' •" 



]t nioKlovtly. On tbcirni 



W«e ■utkoM near llienbOfTlv. inlnte 
LHtBuVkiiiE. IVTlHipnn chief. alliV 
To IHtli]i*iiilHii, flnt the tflem bRHk<, 
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To Ke tbe tavve Leonkla^ and bU 
That hero welcome <m this glorioua duucc 
To fix the bans of the Gseckui weaL*— 

Here too theciafty Anazander q^ke— 
'Of all the Tliehans we, vqjoidnf, hail 
llie king of Sparta. We obey'd hk calL 
O may oUivion o*er the Aame of Thdbet 
A darkening ▼eilezteiidi w thoae ahme 
By fame be cunM, whose impious coanadi taro 
llieiicouiitrymrafnMUTirtue! Thdbes was wiiil^ 
Her gk>ry buryU in d: ahonest sloth. 
To wake her langour generous Alpheos came^ 
The messei^ier of freedom. O accept 
Our gratefbl hearts, thou Alpheus, art the caw^ 
That Arauoindar from his native gates 
Not single joins this host, nor tarody these, 
My chosen ftiends, behind their walls remain* 
Enough of words. Time presses. Mount, ye clne£4 
This krfUest part of CEta. This o'erkwks 
The straights, and far beyond their nmrthero mouth 
Extends our sig^t across die Maiian plain. 
BehoM the native, £pialtes oaUM, 
Who with a foe from Thracia*« bounds bath mard^MT 

Disguised in seeming worth, he ended here. 
The camp not kmg had CpiaHes reaohM, 
By race a MaUan. Eloquent his tongue. 
His heart was falte and alyect. He was skiU*d 
To grace perfidious counsels, and to clothe 
In swelling phrase the baseness of his soul. 
Foul nurse of treasons. To the tents of Greeee 
Himself a Greek, a fkitUess spy he came. 
Soon to the fneiadbof Xenes he repairM, 
llie Theban cbisfs^aad nightly eouneils hdd 
How to betray the Spartans, or d^eot 
By eoiistemati<m. Up the arduous sk^ 
With him each leader to the sumniit cJimbsb 
'XlKoce a trameadotts ptospset <bey ooauBVi^ 




The llMllillg f^, DiKoid, ftwn her dvn> 
NolflwUbeliantnd hnzmgatHofni^^ ', 

bwHAM by klndlT Nile, nieh inrnirt l*■In^d 
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Might piene the boUect hHvt, imkii ieettr*d 

By dauntkn virtue, whieh diidaiiM to bve 

From liberty dlvoreM. Hequeattil aooiiy 

He breaks his utftil silence. 'Greek»Mid ficiend^ 

Can I beholiS'iny aatiTe Maliau fMds, 

Presenting hostile milliaiis to yoursifl^ 

And not iii grief suppress the horrid tale^ 

Whieh yon exact Aram theae ilk)nM»U lip«» 

On nnaeia'k scs-beat veige I uateh'd the foes^ 

Where, jonung Eun^ to the Asian strand, 

A mighty bridge restrainVl th* outrageous wave*, 

Andjif^iun'd th* impetuous current: while inarma 

•^^^iirsai progeny of meu 

acmV|fti^Bh»]ing o'er tiie subjugated flood 

^thdMu^tiy tea thousands. Peruaus, Mede% 

AssynM% Saoes, Indians, swarthy fik» 

From ^thiopa,iKgypt*8 tawny sans, 

Arabians, Bactriaus, Parthians, all the.strength 

Of Asia, and of Libya. Nepiuue groanVl 

Beneath their number, and indignant heay^ 

His neck against th* ineumbent weight. In ndn 

The violence of £urus and the Nwtib,. 

With rage emnbin^, against th* unyielding pile 

Dash*d half the Hdlespont. The eastern worM 

Sev'4i days and ni^^ts uninterrupted pass 

To cover 'llu9cia*s regions. '1 hey accept 

A Persian lord. Th- y range their hardy race 

Beneath his standards. Macedonia's youth. 

The brave Theasalian horse with ev'ry Greek, 

Who dwells beyond lliermopyhe, attaid. 

Assist a foreign tyrant. Sire of Gods, 

W ho in a luomuii by thy will supreme 

Canst quell the mi^ty in their proudest hopea^ 

Can»t raise the weak to safety, Ohi impart 

Thy instant succour! Interpose thy armi 

Wirh lightning blast their standardsl Qki confound 

With tripple-bolted thunder Asia's tent. 

Whence rusliiiig luilHous hy the mom win pour 

An iBundatipn to o'erwhelm the Gseeki^ 




iqwiBg (UBl (be hodle amip 

4 nil(faiiB nusbnc who taaic drain U 

heiriinvwi Udr tbe miUar Hatl 

! ihill gin ibon l«tle in ike dude, 
jplr-d. N«<^.lu.1ytiuu 

On Perw^ CAinp be beat 
>E hDH', ohich fVowDi hid Dimrw^ oVr, 
c CKcluruNL Benooa, turn and view ^- 
d rya ibai fiiM, iht fkai u^^ 

linbDcrun. wbeiibfWeih, 
leuh* Atl Alia it Uij: ™vy< 
rfnjinc, and the GredUBWoid 



ui eutait bcnld dovn UiF pit 



GrFciana. Ta diiplay (be pow'r 

of Xeru^ Aiia^i mifbtr ton^ 
oalBdonaitanM, 



By yon refulgeni; ocb vrliieh flames abon^ 
The glorious 'symbRl of eternal pow*r, 
This iniiiuury throng, this aiiew of war 
"Well nigh persuade roe, you have nevor heard 
That name, at whose eommanding sound the banks 
Of Indus tremble, and the Caspian ware, 
111' .fCgyptian fknd, the Heilespontic surge 
Obedient rolL U iinposent and rash! 
'Whom yet the large beuefict-nce of heav^ 
And heavhily Xerxes, merciful and kind. 
Deign to preserve. Resign your arras. Disperse 
All to your cities. Tha>; let hujublest hands / 
With earth and water greet your destined lord*' 

As through th' extensive grove, whose leafy boogfas^ 
Bhtwining, crown some eminence with shade. 
The tempests rush sonorous, and between 
The crashing branches roar; by fierce disdain, 
J)y indignation tlius the Greciaits roused, 
Jn loudest clamour close the Persian's speech: 
ButevVy tongfue vtas hush'd, when Sparta's kii^ • 
'J his brief reply delivered from his seat. 

*0 Persian, when to Xenes thou retum'st, 
Say, thou hast told the wonders of his pow'r. 
'llien say, ihou saw'st a slender band of Greeec^- 
Which dares his boasted niillioiis to the field.' 

I le adds no more. Th' ambassadors retire. 
Tlieni o'er the limits of the Grecian lines 
DioMRdon and 'lliespia's youth conduct. 
Tu slow solemniiy they ail praeeed. 
And sullen silenoe; but their looks doiote 
i^'ar more, tliaii speech oould utter. Wrath oantnela 
'i'lie forehead of DyMuedon. His teeth 
(tunsh «ith i.)ipatience of delayM revengek 
Di<idaii., whieh sprung ftvra conscious merit, flllik*4 
TAe check of DithynuiiUus. Ontheftee 
Of either Pcsma wcrvgi/ox^iuiait^ 
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Thou mififat'st have singled from tbe fanks of Greece, 
Not oiie more willing to essay tby fane, 
Tes,I will proTe befbre the eye of Mars, 
How for the prowess of her meanest chief 
Beyond thy vamits desenres the palm of fame.* 

This said, the Persians to their king repair. 
Back to their camp the Grecians. Theretheyfind 
Each soldier, pdsing his extended spear. 
His weighty buckler 1»acing on his arm 
In warlike preparation. Through die files 
Each leader, moving vigilant, by praise. 
By exhortation aids their native warmth. 
Alone the Thefaan Anaxander pin'd, 
"Who thus apart his Malian friend bespake. 

'What has thy lofty eloquence avail^ 
Alas! in vain attempting: to confbund 
The Spartan valour? With redoubled firet, 
See, how their bosoms glow. They wish to die 
They wait impatient for th' unequal fight. 
Too soon th* insuperable fi>es will spread 
Promiscuous havoc round, and Thebans share 
Tbe doom of Spartans. Through the guarded pas 
Who wiD adventme Asia's camp to reach 
In our behalf? That Xerxes may be wamV 
To spare his fkiends amid the general wreck; 
When his high-swoln resentment like a flood. 
Increase by stormy showers, Aall cover Greeee 
IVith descdation.* EpiaUea here. 

'Whence, Anaxander, this unjust detpairf 
Is there a path on (Eta's hills unknown 
To Epialtes? Over trackless rocks, 
Through mazy woods my seeret steps can paife 
FareweL I go. Thy merit shall be told 
To Persia's king. Thou only watch the hoai| 
When wanted most, thy ready succour lend.* 

Mean time a wary, oomprehemive care 
ToeVry part lifgikiai extend^ 




\t in the huirun fVame Ihnnig^ n'ry rt 
Lndarttry minnVflbe ruling liwn 

He pmdf pt ctuef of Locris Jv VOBIuhl 
le ■unuiuna Melibceu bylbp vokc 
>f A^b la humilily ddi mmi, 
*j no imvivrnlr igmnnw deprcti^ 



Wlm pnckniJ «pnki— 'TIk m 

Hare Ibund IhH ikiirul, uchn 
Tlkrti kfuw^ii iIh- Kgion nuD 
Tbe upper )ti«^Is, lite Phoi 



More oroBineDtBj CD ihc great. Ibftngeiu, 
A purple robe, or diadeio! 71k kliig 



Or who my part'nts, is to me unknown. 
In childhood scizM by roblxTs. I was sold. 
Thf'y took tluir price. Tin y hiiifiM th'atrocioii 
Dear to Oiu us uiul his race I llnovr; 
And wln'tlier nobh, or ignoble Ixirn, 
X ant contented, studious of their love 
Alone. Ye ao»s of Sparta, I admire 
Your aeti, yimr tj^rit, but eonfiue my own 
To their conflitioii, happy in my lord, 
Hbmelf of men roostluippy.* Agis bfamd 
R^joint. *0 bom with talenti to beeame 
A lot more noUe, which, by thee vefbs^ 
Thou do«t the more deserve! Laconia*!i king 
Discerns thy merit throufi^ its modest veiL 
Coosummate prudence in thy words I hear. 
Xiong may cuntuntment, Ju^ly prir/d^be thine. 
But should the state d(*raand thee, 1 foresee, 
Thou wouMst like others in the field excel, 
Wouldst share in glory.* Blithe return^ the swai 

*Not er'ry service is confinM to arms. 
TIkhi slmlt behold me in my present state 
Not usi'less. If the charge, Oilcus gave, 
I can Hccomolidi. meritinn- bis nntiw*. 
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BOOK IV. 



TfiB ARGUMENT. 

Tigranes ftnd Phnortes repair to Xenet, whom they 
Ifaid seated on a throne, sunounded by his Satraps, in 
a magnificent pavilion; ^hile the Magi stand befoK 
hini, and sing a hymn, containing the religion atZgh 
roastres. Xerxes^ notwithstanding the arguments of 
his brothers, Hyperanthes and Abrooonaes, gives no 
credit to the ambassadors,who report,that theGreciant 
are determined to maintain the pass against him; 
but by the advice of Artemisia, the queen of Caria, 
ascends hil, chariot to take a view af the Greeians 
himself, and commands Demaratus, an exiled kin§ 
of Sparta, to attend him. He passes through the 
midst of his army, connstiug of many nations, diP> 
fering in arms, customs and luanners. He advances 
to the entrance of the straits, and, surprised at the' 
behaviour of the Sportxms, demands the reason of it 
iVoni Demaratus; which occasions a conversation be- 
tween them on the mcrc«nar)- forces of Persia, and 
the militia of Greece. Demaratus. weeping at the 
sight of his countrymen, is contforted by Hyperan. 
thcs. Xerxes, still incredulous, commands Tigranea 
and Phraortes to bring the Grecians bound before 
biiii next day; and retir»^ to his pavilion. Artemisia 
remains bihiitd with her son, and coiim)unicate» to 
Hj^pf raiitbes her appn-hcnsiuns of a deftat at Ther- 
inop}lu>. She takes an accurate view of the pass^ 
diuses a convenient ))lace for an ambuscade, and on 
hfi di itarture to the Peniaii cantp is surprised by a 
reproof frotn a woman of an awful appcmaoe Ott 
i^cliff of mount Oeta, 






*«1»'^ dimaaZ;^'?* '• «orn. 
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Hiere do8*d ita myrtle under woodbine roofy, 

'Wind to retreats delectable, to grots 

To nJvan structures, bow'rs, and cooling dells, 

EnliveoM all and ronrical with birds 

Of vocal sweetness, in reluctent plumes 

Innumerably various. Lulling falls 

Of liquid crystal from perennial founts 

Attune their pebbled channels. Here the queen. 

The noble^ames of Persia, here the train 

Of ro}'al infants, each with eunuch guards, 

In rich pavilions, daziding to the sight. 

Possess^ remote from onset and surprise, 

A tranquil station. Ariana here, 

ni-destinM princess, ftom Darius sprung. 

Hangs, unddig^ted, o^er melodious rills 

Her drooping forehead. Love-afflicted fair! 

All inharmonious are the featherV. choirs 

To her sad ean From flowVs, and florid plants 

To her the breezes, wafting fVedi perfumes, 

Transmit no pleasure. Sedulous in vain, 

Her teitder slaves in harmony with lutes 

Of soothing sound tlietr warUed voices blend 

To charm her sadness. This, the precious part 

Of Asian's camp, Artuchus holds in charge, 

A satrap, long experience who presides 

O'er all the regal palaces^ High rank*d, 

BoM, resolute and faithftil, he commands 

Tlie whdc Sperchean vale. In prospect rite 

llic distant navy, dancing on the foam, 

'IV unbounded camp^ enveloping the plain. 

With Xerxes* tent, august in structure placV 

A central object to attract the eyes 

Of subject millions. Thither now resort 

Tigrancs and Phraortes. Him they find 

Inclosed by princes, by illustrious chiefly 

The potentates of Asia. Near his side 

Abnicromes and Hyperanthes wait, 

Hu gnlbuit hnthen, with Mavseus brare^ 



ilnietitl)r}UQdT)ieri>i4en vtr^of day 
hewV tlw bscnri ariRrdiniDt Riga, 
UKk utdluRAa Arimuhu tVowiiU 
UmrtDUl of erOi luw irhh ibadei 

lu bam, Um linlM tanh nigla parcli, 
maxit, ciWUiqr. miitlit ftmnlu' thcii btdi, 
IF palUeiKe ind l^iiier hon' [bt pov-> 

HfnpawHF, vnd viidum ipmng bom^mv? 
Mmutm hhiti [I'd rUlUa Mul 



XhoQ Hopoma/^ victory dost i?i>e. 
By thtt with fime the rcsral head is croxtird. 
Oival Xer.xos owns thy succour. Whm ins 
*I ho Iiair of diroftil Ariiuaiuus s\\«-llM 
The H«'lk'sj»ont; ihou oVi its ('liafmL;' birast 
1 ho dcsiiu'd niaster of the world didst lead 
Thia day hn promitM g^lories to enjoy: 
^Vhesi Greece sffni^ted to his arm shall bei 
KT^n at at last shall Arimanius fbll 
Belbre thy might, audevU be no mote. 

The Magi eeasM their harmony. BehoM, 
From her tall ship between a double row 
Of navnl warrior^ while a golden ray 
Shoots from her standard, Artemisia lands* 
111 her enrich^ accoutrements of war, 
I'he fnll-wrouglit buckler, and high-crcstcd h 
In Cni*ia first devis'd, across the beach 
Her t<'W*rjiig form advances. So the pine, 
From Taurus hewn mature in spir}- pride, 
Now by the saik>r in its canvass wings 
Voluminous, aud dazzling pendants dressM, 
On Artemisia^sown impt>rial deck 
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Our tendot foulh; at Manth6n we foun^ 
How weak the bope, that numbers could dismay^ 
A foe, resolvkl on victovy, or death. 
Tet not, as one contemptible, or base. 
Let me appear before ttee. Though the Greeks 
With such penisting courage be eudu'd, 
Soon as the king shall summon to the field, 
He shall behoM me in the dangerous van 
Exalt my spear, and pierce the hostile ranks, 
Or sink beneath them.' Xerxes swift rejoiu'd— 

' Why over Asia, and the Lybian Mil 
With all their nati«ns doth my potent arm 
Extei^ its sceptre? Wherefore do 1 sweep 
Across the earth with millions in my train? 
Why shade the ocean with unnumberM sails? 
Why all this powV, unless th* Miaighty's will 
Becrt^ (me master to the subject world; 
And that the earth's extremity alone 
Should bound my empire? He for this reducM 
The Nile's revolted sons enlarged my sway 
With sandy libya, and the sultry clime 
Ot* J&thic^ia. He for this subdu'd 
The Hdlespontic foam, and taught the sea 
Obedience to my nod. Then dream no uiorr, 
That Jteav'n, deserting my imperial cause. 
With courage, more than human, will inspire 
Y<m despicable Grecians, and expunge 
The common fears of nature from their breasts.* 

The monarch ceasM. * Abrocomes begfan. 
The king commands us to reveal our thoughts. 
Incn-dulous he hears. But time and truth 
Not Itoromazes can arrest. Thy beams 
To instant lightening, Mithra, mayat thou change 
For my destruction; .ay th' ofiendcd kmg 
Frown on his servant, casta loathing eye; 
If the assertion of my lips be fiilse: 

One fimk9 QUtfob thote ORoianl will c^poie.* 



^ 
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Amid tb* endrefing peen ArgcstH sat, 
A potent prince. O'er Sipylug he reigned, 
Whose verdant summits oTerlook*d the wares 
or Hennus and Pactolos. Rither stream, 
Enriched by golden sands, a tribute payM 
Tothis great Satrap. Throagfa the servile court 
Tet none -was found more praeticM in the arts 
Of mean submission; none m<n« skillM to gain 
The royal fkvon none, who better knew 
The phrase, the lode, ihe gesture of a sbv^ 
NoBie more detesting Artemisia's worth, 
By her none more despisM. His master*s eye 
He caught, then spake. * Disphy thy d«»y, HT>g states 
Thou deityof Asia. Greece will hide 
Uefore thy presence her dejected fkoe.' 

Last Artemisia, rising^ stem, began. 
* Why sits the lord of Asia in his tent, 
Unprofitably wasting precious hours 
In vain discussion, whether yonder Greeley 
Rai^d in defence of that important pass, 
Unil fight, or fly? A question by the swoni 
To be deeided. StiU to narrow straits 
By hmd, by sea thy council hath oonfinM 
2aA enterprise of war. In numbers weak 
TWiee have A' Athenians in Euboea^s frith 
BepabVI the navy— But whatever thy will^ 
Be it osfbreV by vigoc Let die king 
TbediflTVeneesee by trial in the fieM 
Between smoodi sound and valor. Then dianlTe 
These impotent debates. Ascend thy car. 
The future stage of war thyself explore. 
Bdiind tliee leave the vanity of hope, 
That sodi a ffae Co splendor wiU submit, 
Whom steel, not gold must vanquish. Thou provide 
Thy mail, Argestes. Not an silken robes, 
Kot ms in eouncil with an oily tongue, 
But ^ear to spear, and clanging shidd to AkU,. 
Tkm mtsomrntgatpple on t fieM off blmd.^ 
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Tiie king trote— » No more. PrpptMMDjr 
Tlie Spartan exil^ Demftnitiis, eaU. 
We will ourselves advuioe to view the foe.* 

The monarch wilPd; and suddenly be heard 
His trampling horses. High on silver wheels 
The iv*ry car with aznre sapphires shone, 
CaeruleanbOTiSf and the.iasper green, 
Th^ emerald, the ruby^ glowing blush, 
The flaming topaz with its gdden beam. 
The pearl, th^ empurpled aiuethyst, and all 
llie various gems, which Indians mines aflSnd 
To deck the pump of kings. In binrnidiM gold 
A sculj>turVl eagle from behind di^layHl 
His stately neck, and o'er the royal bead 
Outstretched his dazzling wir.gs. Eight generous sf 
AVbich on the famM-Nissean plain wereminVl 
In wuitry Media, drew the radiknt car. 
Xot those of old, to H«Kcn]es retusM 
])y false Laoniedun, northey, wliich ^-ore 
The son of llietis through the scattered re«r 
Of Troy's devoted itwe, with these might vie 
In Itmigfth, or beauty. In obedient pride 
They hear their lord. Elsulting, in the air 
They toss thciK foreheads. On their ^t*ning cbeti 
The silver manes disport. The king aMenda.- . 
Beside his footstool Demaratus sits. 
The charioteer now shakes th* eflFblgent rdm, 
Strong Patirainphes. Ac the signal bound 
I'h' attentive steed* ; the chariot flie* ; behind, 
'I'en thousaiid horse in tliuoder sweep the field* 
Down to the sea4M«t margin, on a plain 
Of vast expansion in battaUa wait 
The eastern bands. To these th' imperial wlradt, 
By (.rii ces fuUowM in a hondred oars, 
Procetd. The queen of Cajria and her sen 
"WiTh H}'peranthes rode. Tbeking's'appraa^ 
SHit\ ihrouf^ tiR* wide arrangumebt is proclaimed. 
Ueaowdnmaiidgbt Hi* iiiHvamblehMt 
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'fbe Peruins fint in icaly condets ihonc, 
A g^^Fom nation, worthy to enjoy 
The liberty dieir injorHl fathen loit, 
Whoiearniifor Cynu overtnniM the gtreugth 
Of Babylon and Sardia. Pow'r advancM 
The victor's head above hiB country^ laws. 
Their tongues were praerisU in the words of tml^ 
Their limbs inurM to er^ry manly toil. 
To brace the bow, to rale th' impetuoas steed, 
To dart the iaveliii; but untaag^ to fbrm 
The ranks of wmt, wi A unoonnected fiore^ 
With inefRctnal foritnde they mshM , 
As on a fence of adamant, to pieree 
Th' indisscriuble phalanx. Lances short. 
And osier-woven target^ they opposM 
To weighty Gredan speart. and inassy shields. 
On evVy head tiaras rose like tow*ri» 
Impenetrable. Widi a golden g^oss 
Blaz'd their gay sandals, and the floatinf reins 
Of eadi proud courser. Daggers on their thigfa^ 
'WelUumish*d quivers on their shoulders hung, 
And strongest bows of mighty nzethey bore. 
Reseuiblinj; these in arms, the Medesare seen. 
The Cyssiansaud Hyi-canians. Bfediannee 
¥'rom her bleak moiiiitaiiM awM the subject easC 
Her kings in eM Ecbatana werethronM. 
The Cissians marchM ft im Susa*s regal wall^ 
From sultry 6eU8,o\!rspread with branching pain 
And white nith lillies, waterM by the floods 
Of fiiniVl Choaspei. His transparent wave 
The costly goblet wafts to Fenians kingi* 
All other streams the royal lip disdains. 
Hyreania^s race forsook their fhiitftil dime, 
Dark in the shadows of expanding oaks, 
To Ceres dear and Racchiu. 'ilierc the com. 
Bent by its foodful burden sheds, unreapVI, 
Its (tleiiteuus seed, impregnating the soil 
"Witli future harveAs; while in evVy wood 
Their pcedoas laboanon the kwden bongha 
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'ilien yretlk inmimben, ftom nniVuitfbl biHi, 

From woods, iior yet for warlike steeds renown^ 

Near them ibe Sogdkns, Oadiers arrange, 

Gandarians and Chorasmiaus. Saeiaii throogs 

From 'cold Imaus pourV, tnm Onus* wave. 

From Cyra, built on laxartes* brink, 

A bound of Persia'k empire. WiU, unum^ 

To Airy pnmc their deserts they forsook. 

Abow,afakhum,auda pond*rousax 

The savage k^oiM armM. A pointed casque 

0*er each grim visage reared an iron eonet 

In arras like Persians the Saranges stood. 

High, as their knees, the shapely buskins ekQf 

Around their legs. Magnificent they trod 

In garments richly tinctured. Next are seen 

The Pactian, Mycian, and the Utian train. 

In skins of goats rude^vested. Bat in q^oih 

Of tawny lion8,andof spotted pards 

The graceiul range of iEthiopians shews 

An equal stature, and a beauteous ftame. 

Their torrid r^pon had irabrownM their chedd^ 

And curlM their jetty locks. In ancient song 

Renowned for jusdce, riches they disdainld^ 

As foes to virtue. From their seat remote 

On Nilus' verge above th* ^Egyptian bound 

ForcVI by their king's malignity and pride, 

Thoie fii«*nds of hospitality and peace, 

lliemselves uniiy urM wage reluctant war 

Against a land, whose climate, and whose name 

To them were strange. With hardest stone they poi 

llie rapid arrow. Bows four cubits kuig, 

FormM of elastio branches ftom the palm. 

They carry knotted clubs and lances, arm^ 

With horns of goats. The Paphlagonians mardi^ 

From where Carambis with projected brows 

O*eiiook« the dusky Euxien, wrapt in mists 

From where through flow *i s uhiiji paint hU varyMfat 

Partheuius flows, rbe Ligyau bands succm4| 

Tha lifOi'imM, Mari(inil*niiini nuti 



,^ «rfiacim on die plains 
iiu. All, who bear the name 
€f Cappadodain, swell the Syrian host, 
Vhh those, who gather from the frajp^nt shrub 
The aromatic balsam, and extract 
Its milky juice along the lovely side 
Ot Jordan, wijiding.till immerk'd he sleeps 
B<-neath a pitchy surface, which obscures 

fV Asphaltic pool. The Phrygians then advance, 
othem their ancient colony are jdnM, 
inuenia^ wiM* Tlieseseetliegadiingfbunts 
strong Eopbrates eleare the yielding^ earth, 
in kkes expanding, hide the phiin; 
with collected waters, fierce and deep, 
rending dmmgh diminish^ vodcs, 
^0 Bab}-loo he fnams. Not so the stream 
M soft Araxes to the Casinan glides; 
^stealing imperc* ptiMy, sustains 
We green profusion of Armenia's meads* 

\am strange to view, in similar attire, 
'. far unlike in manners to the Gredcs, 
lenr the Indians. Wantonness and sport 
r all thtv care. Beside Caeyster^ " 
iMwth Meander. w*>^' 
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Tlmuglihail and tempest, which emag'd die ixm 
And shook beneath their trembling steps tlie pik 
Con joiiiing Asia and the western world. ' 

To them Moemiia hut with.sulph*rous mines 
Unites her troopt. No tree adorns their fields 
UnblessM by Teidure. Ashes hide the stnl: 
Black are the rocks, and ev'rjr hill deform*d 
By conflagration. Helmets ]>cess their brows. 
Two darts they brandish, (te their woolly vests 
A sword is girt;and hairy hides cooipose 
Their bucklers round and stualL The Mydant Ii 
Olympus wood-eim lop^ leA the meads, 
Wasii'd by Caicus, and the baneful tide 
Of Lyccis,nuTse u» serpents. Next advaiMft 
An ancient nation, who in early times 
By Trojan arms assailed, their natire land 
Esteem VI le« dear, than fVeedom, and excbaag^ 
Th«r seat osi Strymoo, where in 'lliraee he poa 
A fVeezing curnent, fw the distant flood 
Of fishy Sangar. These, Bithyniaiu uam^ 
Their habitation tathe sfacred ft^t 
Of Dindymus extend. Tet there they graan 
Beneath oppression, and their freedom mMixn 
On Saugar now, as onoe on Strymon lost. 
The ruddy skins of foxes doth'd their heads. 
Their shields were fiishiMiU like the homed omm) 
A vest embracM their bodies; while abroad, 
'HngVl with unnamber\i hae», a mantle flow'd* 
But other Thracians, who dieir fotmer naove 
RetainM in Asiu, fulgent moKams wone, 
'Wi-.h hums of bulls in4mitating braes, 
CorvM o*erti>e crested ridge. Phosnioiaa ekA 
Their legs infhkkd. Wontto chase the woU; 
A himter's spear they grasped. What natioQa at 
On either side of Xerxes, while he pass*d. 
Their huge array disoov^riug^ swell hiraool 
"With more dianmoital pride/ The chuteredhu 
Of Mosehians and Macrouians now appear, 
The MMjaoKhm, who^ on] 



. -Mtacacvuie MilyuM* Solynii their name 

! In thy ct^estial ttraiiu, Pijiidiu's hills 
llKar d>» t-Uiiig. Oiitv a t'oriiudabK' t* ain 
llie\ f'ae'd the straug lit'llcroiihoii in war. 
Xow dcM>iii'd a inurt-tiviiR'iidoiiii foe to imt't, 
Theiuselvt s imiierv'd by tliraldoin, tluy must ieaVt* 
I'lteir putrid budiiti tu the dogs of (irttx^. 
'llie Mariaiu follow. Next it Iria*s host, 
Dnwu ftom b re^tni horrid all iii thum, 
Adffeary waite (rf'aiiidi, Hhicfamoektbetatl 
Of patiiait culture; save one favorM ipot, 
Which fnun the uikl emerge* like an Ule, 

' AttuM in verdure, intenpen'd with vines 

' Of ifenYoua nurture, yielding,,' uice, which loonis 
Theiiijuries of time: yet iiatuiVs haiid 
Uad town their rocks with coral; had enrich^ 
Hair deaert hills with Tcins of sapphires Uue^ 
Which on the turban shiiie. On ev'r>- neck 
the coral blushes throng the i>uiii*rous throng. 
Ihe AllarodiaiM aiid Sasperiaii baitds, 
IquippVl like Colehiaus, wiekia fukshion sinalL 
Their heads are guarded by a helm of wood, 
Thrir laiiccs short, of hides undressed theirshields. 
Tht C'oldiiaus marched IWim p»— =- * 



Jalie i^az^d in firtal nvishment, and kivM. 
Then to the hero she reugm her heart. 
Her magic tames the fanxeD4boted balls, 
^le luUs the sleepleai dragon. O^ertfaemaSn 
He waf^ the golden prize, and genVoos fidr, 
The dostinM victim trf* his treachVoos vows. 
The hostile Colchians then pnrsnU their flight 
In vain. By ancient enmity inflam>d. 
Or to recal the long^iargotten wrong 
Compell^ by Xenes, now they raemee Gveece 
M'ith desoUitiGn. Next in Median garb 
A croud appearM, who left the peopled isles 
In Pcrna*s gulph, and roond Arabia strewn. 
Some in their native topaz were adom*d, 
Fran Ophiodes,from Topazes sprung^ 
Some in the shells of tortoises, which brood 
Around Casitis* verge. For battle range 
Those wbo rende where, all beset with palnis, 
I?rythia« lies entomb*d. a potent king, 
>Vho iiam^ of old the Erythraean main. 
On chariots scythVl the Libyans sat, arrays 
In skins terrific, brandishing their darts 
Of wood, welMemperM in the hardhring flamei 
Not Lybia's deserts from tyrannie sway 
Could hide her sons; much less could freedom di 
Amid the plenty of Arabia^ fields: 
"Where spicy cassia, where the ftagrant reed, 
"Where mynh, and hallow'd fhuddneenoe peifai 
The ze]Ayr*8 wing. A bow of laifiest size 
Th* Arabian carries* 0*er his locid vest 
Loose floats a mantle, on his shoulder dapsPd: 
Two chosen myriads on the krfVy backs 
Of camds rode, who matcVd the fleetest horse. 

Such were the numbers, which, iVom Asia led 
In base prostration bowV b(*fbre the wheels 
Of Xt'rxes* chariot. Yet what legions more 
The Malian sand overshadow? Forward rolls 
The regid car through aatraoi^ whoiaaimi) 





iBsntoUmitaiiBlUict 






Uukdlkal. maamingrtiVr UK ibanKflil wrijkt 
OfOirirnewlicndaiit', •oir iteir bran dtpmat^ 
Tbrincm hMi fncf dinuiiiiig. EanipF^iau 

Hul gatherU luund iiii lUnd, Jill. Uunii*riiigkeR, 
l^e will of Tbnce vid Ma&donH nji|^^ 

Time pin^ TrlneUBt mujdiqile^ of Grtne 

BctwwD flfEBbiioiD mad Hat MaliM] bay* 

lliiw^all iliF luiioiu, ■boailiiT'dhiiiiildr. 
OrfeaVUipow'r, the monireli mnv im pui^ij 

One, whainlinHiituiitrnnjreiiiiRlmonipim, 
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m» turrivgi lu miipcunii; for ihc itan 
or Abii'i moOiCni, Ibr iiujiFapltd nmLiu, 
A* all ilii> oute of naiiin.-! Uu lili buu 

I'd Dmyu afUf thai dijKUhiiviMei 
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* My ftther, grart Darivi, to thjr miail 
Hecal, O Sputui. Graeioiit ke leoeivU 
'lliy wandering step*, espdlM their native kome. 
T^Iy favor too remember. To b^^le 
Thy benefiwcor, and disfigure tmth 
'\yould ill beeome tiiee. With eomid V at e eftt 
Look back on tiketebattalioiN. Now deelare^ 
If yonder OreciaM will oppose their oMueh.* 



To him flie exile. * Deem not, ra^jlrty lorA, 
I will deceive thy goodneti by a tale 
To give them glory, who degraded mine. 
Norbethekingofiteded, while I use 
The Toioe of trath. The Spartans never fly.* 

Contemptnons smilVl the monarch, and retomV. 
* Wilt dHNi, in Laoedsemon onee supreme, 
Eocouuter tweiHy Persiaiu^ Yet these Greeks 
In greater disprapoftion must engi^ 
Our host to-muRow.* Demaratns then-* 

* By single combat were the trial vun 
To shew the pow*r of wellHiaited foree^ 
Whidi oft by military skill surmounts 
llie weight of numbers. Prince, the dilfVenee Ibm 
Between thy wanion, and die sons of Greeoe. 
The flow*r, the sai^guard of thy numerous eamp 
Are meroenaries. Tbew are eantonM round 
Thy prorineet. No ^tftile fidd dema. dt 
Their painful hand to break the liillow glebe, 
lliem to the noon-day toil no harvest calk. 
Nor on the mountain falls the stubhom oak 
By their laborioos axe. Their watehfiilcfea 
Observe not, how the flcchvand heifers fteA 
To them, of wcahh. of all poss cs s i oas, void, 
The namr of country with an empty sound 
Tlies oVr the ear, nor warms dieir joyless hearl% 
Who share no country. Nt^y, yet in seom 
HejCMiDi hdrar, wim h e d 1 
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Yet profl i gntctlmiuii^ iiidol«aiee, vnih linbt 

Enervated and mA. with minds oornipt, 

From misery, defaandiery and sloth. 

Are these to battle drawn i^inst a foe^ 

lYainM in g>-mnastie exerdie and arms, 

Inur'd toharddiip, and the ehild of toil, 

\ym%t througii the fiptezing showV, the wintry stonn 

O'er his own glebe the tardy ox to goad, 

Or in the sun^l impetuous heat to glow 

Beneath the harden of his yellow sheaves; 

"V^'henceiiu himself, on her, wlioae fluthful armt 

Infdd him jojfal, on a growing race, 

'Whieh glad his dwelling, plenty he bestowi 

With indcpendntoe. When to battle call'd. 

For tliem his dearest comfort, aud his eare. 

And fiir the harvest, promised to his toil. 

He lifts the shield, iior shuns unequal foree. 

Soeh are the troops of erVy state in Oreeoe. 

One only yields a breed more warlike still. 

Of whom seketed bands appear in sight. 

All eitixcnt of Sparta, lliey the glebe 

Have never tum^ uor bound the gidden Aeaft 

They are devoted to severer tasks. 

For war akme, thehrsde delight and caiCb 

Fren infimey to manhood they are trainU 

To winter wattes, to inclement skies. 

To phn^ through torrents, Ivave the tusky hoary 

To arms and wounds; a discipline of pain 

SoJieree, so eonstant, thattothemaeamp 

With aU its harddups isa seat of rest, 

And war itself remissioii from their toil.' 

*Thy wards we foUy, with redoubled seoni 
JUtums the monarch. Doth not ftcedom dwell 
AuMMig die Spartan^? Therefore wiU they dmn 
Superior foesk llie unrestrain'd and fiee 
Will flyftwndangen while my vassals, boca 
To absolute eoDtrouiment from their Idngi 
Know, if tb*Mik>tted station they deaert, 
7>f anpioge Awvtt thcan, and jny bei^Ty '^'"A^ 
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Tothis the exile. *0 eonceiTe not, pritite, 
Tliat Spartans want anobfect, where to fix 
Their eyes in revVenee, in obedient dread- 
To them more awfuL than the name of king 
To Asia^tremUing niSIIioni, is the Jaw; 
Whose sacred voiee enjoins them to ooufWmt 
UnmunherM fbes, to vanqnidi, or to die.* 

Here Demaratus pauses. Xenes hahs. 
Its long defile Thermopylee presents. 
The satraps leave dieir onrs. On fbot they fbn 
A splendid orb around their lord. By ehanee 
'11)0 Spartans, then composM th*-e\temal guan 
Thoy, in a raartiid exercise employ^ 
Heed not the nionarcli, or his gandy train; 
But poise the spear, protended, as in fight; 
Or lift their adverse shields in single strife; 
Or, trooping, forward m^h, retreat and wheA 
In ranks unbroken, and with equal ftet. 
While others, calm, benearh their polishM helmi 
Draw down their hair, ^hose length of sable eu 
O'erspread their necks with temNr. Xenes hei 
The exile questions— 'What do these intend. 
Who with assiduous liands adjust thek hair?' 

To whom the Spartan—'O imperial lord, 
Sudi is their custom, to adorn tlieir heads. 
When ftill determin^d to encounter death. 
Bring down thy nations in resplendent steel; 
Arm, if thou canst, the general race of man, 
All who possess the regions unex|dorM 
Be^'ond the Ganges, nil, whose wandering steps 
Above the Caspian range the Scydiian wild. 
With those who drink the secret fount of Nil^ 
Yet to Laconian bosoms shall dismay 
Remain a stranger.' Fervour fVom his lips 
II1US breaks aloud; when, gushing fVom his eyct 
Ursistless giief o'erfiowi his cheeks. Aside 




Hndi^Iy, hu](muev,tuidUH:iigJil 
Of IboH Imrc nmlu, *hKb thiu Uhdiakni 

Kniro tbl|^likeoiiiTii>»,vbi>bcii«Ul 
»■ lUndanl aw nclDriuui taasbxi >lw ail 

0^mbu^U«Lidi ui^uflh, be bnlc«« with tn 



'Hw column diMvii^uHl ckfl Ike pflod^vB do 

Not OBdliHnV br HTpoinlba, maamU 
TV ufimppj ■pnun. Kindly in Ui own 
H< picBU the cUk^ bud, anil thm tnuDuc- 



Hswjiui tbT pnim of Idonia'i me. 
TbooEfa cheriib^ bnt vitli aniff-rvJ lor^ 
Tlua Rill dFpben Ihf iIihiicc IVoni hn nut. 

Fivq tndiipniidon borrow* Cull to miiid 
Ttj ir^jurieii Th'tafHODOi fbrtmie bJea^ 
WUeh IhI ttlH Ar IVom ntanulf UDd niudt 




This Odd, the tMiMTCli to kk eamp ictnrBfr 
Th* attendant prinees reaseend dieir can. 
Save Hypeninthes, by the Carian queen 
DetainM, who tbm began— 'Impartial, bcat^ 
VqiM in aooort, yet Tirtooasilet my heart 
To thee its feeUngs nndisgnisM reveaL 
Thou bearcat thy royal brotho'. He demmda 
These Grecians bound. Why stops his mandate tlMV^ 
Why not command the mountains to remove, 
Or sink to level plains. Ton Spartans view. 
Their weighty arras, their oountenaneek Todte 
My gratitude instructs roe in the cause 
Of our imperial master. To succeed v 

Is not within the abadow of my hopes 
At this dire pass. What evil genius swayt? 
Tigranes, false Argestesi» and the rest 
In name a council, oeasdess have opposM 
My dictates, oft repeated in deqngfat 
Of purpled flatt*rers, to embark a foroe^ 
Which, pouring on Lac<mia, might confine 
These sons of vafeur to their own defence. 
Vain are my words, llie royal ear admits 
Their sound alone; while adulation's notes 
In Siren sweetness penetrate his heart, 
There lodge ensnaring mischief.' In a sigh 
To her the prince--K> faithful to thy b)id, 
Discreet adviser, and in action firm, 
' What can I answer? My afiUcted soul 
Must seek its refVigein a feeble hope. 
Tbon mayst be partnl to thy Doric race, 
Mayst magnify oordangen Let me hope, 
What'er the danger, if extreme, believe. 
That Hyperanthet for Us prioee ean bleed 
Not with less zeal than Spartans fw thdr laws.* 

They separate. To Xerxes be repairs. 
The queen, smroonded by the Carian guarif 
StBy$ and retraces with sagaoiain ken 
21k detdiCd field oC ^■iK,i|K&:wj^iBiiHb,* 



Its«ep{h,itoeailfiiiet botk of hilUnd m^ 
Mean time a wene iDore splendid hath aUnr^ 
Her MMi^s attention. Hit transported si|^ 
"With ecstMjr lite wor^p kmg parsuet 
The pomp of Xenes in retreat, the throne, 
AVhidi shewM their idol to the nations round, 
The boonding steeds, caparisonM in gold. 
The pliunea, the diariots, standards. He exettes 
Her care, ei^ressM in these pathetie strains.— 

*Look on the king with gratitude. His sire 
Protected thine. Himself upholds our state. 
By Io}'alty nOexiUe repay 
The ofaligation. To immortal pow'rs 
The adoratkn of thy soul confine; 
And look undazzled on the pomp of man 
Most weak when highest. Then the jealous gods 
Watch to supplant him. They his paths, his courts. 
His diamkiers fill with flattVy'spois^ious swarms, 
AVhose honeyVI bane, by kingly pride devourM, 
Consumes the health of kingdoms. Here the boy 
By an attention, which surpas^M his yeart, 
. Unlocks her inmost bosom. Thrice accursed 
Be those, th' indignant heroine pursues, 
'Those, whothave tempted their imperial lord 
To that preposterous arrogance, which cast 
Chains in the deep to manacle the waves, 
Chastised with stripes in heav^n^s offended sight 
The Hellespont, and fondly now demands 
I'he Spartans bound. O diild, my soul'k deligl^t, 
TrainM by my care to equitable sway, 
And imitation of the gods by.deeds 
To m^t their protection, heed my vosoe. 
Yhey, who ahme can tame, or swell die floods. 
Compose the winds, or guide their strong careei*« 
Overwhelming human greatness, will confound 
Such vanity ia mortals. On our fleet 
Their indignation has already faU'n. 
Vtrhap^ov boasted array is pvepar^d 
Ajurr, Ar dmch to vindiaatc i2ieir i^Vr? 
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This said, a curious weastlk in er'iy y§n 
Her eye renews. Adjosnii^ to the straits, 
Fresh bloom'd a tkieketof entwining shrubs^ 
And seeming fene« to some sequesterVI gcouaily 
Ry trpvellers unbeaten* Swift her guards 
Addn-ssVl their spears to part the j^iaiit boug^ 
llekl back, they yield a pa«age to the queen 
And priiwely boy. Delicious to their sight, 
Suft dales, inseand'ring, shew their flow'ry 1«^ 
Among rude piles of nature. In tlieir sides 
Of rock are mansions hewn; uor loaden trees 
c)f oliibtci'd fruit are wanting, but no souiidj 
K\oe<|it of brooks in murmur, and the song 
Of winged warblers, meets the listening ear. 
No grazing lierd, no flock, nor human form. 
Is seen; no cartful husband, at his toil, 
JBeside lier tlireshold no iitdustrious wife, 
No playful uhiki. Instructive to her son 
The princess then-^ Already these abodes 
Are desolate. Once happy in their homes, 
rh* inhabitants forsake them, rieasiui; scene 
Of iintiMc^bouuty, soon will savage Mars 
l)eform the lovely ringlets of thy dirubs, 
And coarsely pluck thy violated fVuits, 
Unripe: will deafen with his clangour fell. 
Thy tuneful cliuirs. I mourn thy destined spoil, 
Yet come thy first despoiler* Captains, plant, 
£re morning breaks, ray secret standard here. 
Come, boy, away. Thy safety will I trust 
To Demantus; while thy mo^r tries. 
With these her nuurtial followers, wlmt sparks, 
I.ei> by our Doric fathers, yet inflame 
Their sons ainA daughters in a storu debate 
With other Dorians, who have never breath *d 
The sofl.*ning gales of Asia, never bowM 
In forcM alkpriance to Rarbariau thidnei. 
*1 hoii I.eed my order. Thot- ingenuous loukf 
Of divMintnit supprtss. lor thee this f.g^t 
Were too it \-ertr a lessob. Thou tid||it*it bleei 
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she fedi. A paiaiU conflict the enduret, 
With recoHection of hex Doric race; 
Till gratitude, reviviDg, arms her breaftt 
Her royal benefactor she recalls, 
Bade to his right precipitates her steps. 



I 
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BOOK V. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

jLeonidas, rinng by break o€^7, heart ihs intdBgenKf 
which Af^ and Meliboeus hring from the upper pan; 
then fwmnamit a body of Arcadians, yntk the PlM- 
aeans and Thespiani, to be drawn oat for battle mider 
the conduct of DenH^philua in that part of Thefma- 
pylse wliieh lies close to the Phoeian wdl, flon 
whence he hanmgues them. The enemy ap pwchoi 
Diomedcm kills Tigranes in sinfrle eombat Both 
armies join battle. IKthyrambos IdUs VkmtoKtm 
The Persians, entirely defeated, are pormed by]>e> 
m(^>hilustoA«19Bt9ni|yof €hepasi» The Arcadi- 
ans, inconsidentely advancing beyond it, fidintv 
an ambush, which Artemisia had laid to cover the n»>- 
treat of the Penianb She kills Clonius, but isheradf 
repuls^ by Demophilus. Diomedon and Didiyram- 
bus give chace to her broken farces over die plains in 
the sight oi Perna*s camp, whence she reeeives a» 
assistance. She rallies a small body, and, faicing die 
enemy, disaUes Dithyrambusby a blow on his helmet* 
This puts the Grecians into some eonfVisioo, ani 
gives her an <^p(ntunity of preserving the remain- 
derof her Carians by a timdy retreat. She gain* 
the camp, accuses Aigestes of treachery; but, padAed 
by Demaratus, is accompanied by him with a tbov- 
sand hone to collect the dead bodies of her siddiers 
'for sepulherek 
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L UROn A dawnVi. Leonidas arose. 
WMk Mefiboeofl, Ag;i8,iiow lettrm^, 
LddreatVl the kin|p->' Akmg the mountain's side 
^e bent oar jomrney. On oar way a mice, 
jtmiftom a cxag, on MeUbceoacaJrd. 
ie lookM and answetM. Myeon, ancient ftiendl 
'tobaat llioa diiT*li thy bearded train to day; 
hit fiotonate ihj presence. None like thee^ 
ahahitant of (Eta fWimthy fairth, 
^ forrash that inteliigenee, which Greece 
if$mtM fat her safety. Myeon diew*d a ttRdc. 
We mounted hi|^. The snmmit, where we stofrpVX, 
Bave to the sight a prospect wide o*er hills 
]%r dales and Anrests, rodcs, and dashing floods 
h eatanets. The ol^'eot of our search 
Bowadi OS ky, the secret pass to Greece, 
mbere not five warriovs in a rank can tread. 
Wt dwoce^eseended to the Fhocian camp, 
Beset whh scatter^ oaks, which rose and spread 
b he^^■Dd diade; on whose sostaintng faoaghs 
Were hung in snowy fokis a thousand tents, 
riajiiini,' each a Phooan heary^naira 
Widi two %fat^weapoiiM menials. Northwaid euds 
He Tale, eontrMted to diat nirrow strait, 
WUdft first we saw with Mycon.' Prudent care 
Lfte yours aUeviftet mine, wdlpleasHl theidnff 
ReplyNL * Now, Agis, ftom Arcadia's bands 
Select a thousand spears. To them unite 
rhe Thespians and Platseans. Draw diek lia^ 
Beneath the wall, which fortifies the pass. 
Tlsere, dose embody \}, will their m\|^ic^N£M^ 
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AppxoT*d in martifil tarvice, him T nane 
The chief rapreme.* Obedient to MsiwiO 
Th' appointed warriors, issuing firom the tenti^ 
lilll their deep files, and watch tibe high coinm«i& 
So round their nM>narch in his stormy hall 
The winds assemhle. From his dusky throne 
His dreadfbl mandates .£olu8 prodaims 
To swell the main, w heav^ with clouds drffi>ftH| 
Or bviid the forest fhnn the mountain'^ Iwow. 
Laconia^ leader from the rarapart^s height 
To battle thus the litt'ning host iuflaraesi 

* This day. O Grecians, countrymen and fkien^ 
Your wives, your offspring, your paternal aeata^ 
Your parents^ conntry, liberty and laws 
Demand yont swords. You generous, aetiv^ ^^KMTCi 
Vers*d in the various discipline oi Mars, 
Are now to graple with ignoble foes^ 
In war unskilful, nature's basest dross. 
And thence a monarch'^ mercenary slaves. 
Relaxed their limb^ thdr spirits are depravU 
By eastern skith and pkasures. Hire their cau|^ 
Their only fruit of victoiy is spoiL 
They know not freedom,.nor its libVal cares. 
Such is the flow'r of Asia's host. The vest, 
Who fill her boasted niunbers.aiea eioud, 
ForcVi firom their homes; a pt^u^aee, ia peace 
By.iealoustyninny disarmM. in war 
Their tyrant's victims. Taught in passive gnt£ 
To bear the ni|mie, cruelty and spurns 
Of Xerxes' mereeuary hand they pina 
Id aervitade to slaves. With tenar sounds 
The trumpet's elangattr in their trembling can. 
Vnwonted kiads, die buckler and the bmee 
Their hands nistain, etieumbev^ and present 
The roadiery of war— Rut ev*ry ej» 
Shoots forth impatient flames. Your gallant bvetets 
Too kMug thftnr swelling spirit have ooi^M* 
0» then, ye soQii «f lilieity; go^ iweep 
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ebondraaillroin^fidd. ResUdm rend 
^itthing ttandaid from tbeir serrile grasp, 
to die gnrandthdr ig^neiranious headi, 
ffurior^lielni profanuig. Think die diadet 
Nur fbrefirdien Eft their ncred brows 
to eDJojthe glory of their sons.* 

spake. X^ond pseans issue fcom the Gredcs. 
ree reply BariMurian dioats ascend 
. hostile nations, thronging down the pass, 
is the roar of iEtna, when his mouth 
odes eombostion IVom his sulphVoiu depths 
ast die smites of nature. Dauntless stood 
ep array before the Phocian wall 
>balanx, wedg'd widi implicated shields, 
ipears protended, like the i-raceful range 
duousdms, whose interwoven boughs 
e some rural palaee wide expand 

• venerable umbrage to retard 

lortb's impetuous wing. As o*er the nuua 

vd rows the rising waves reflect 

lUn^s eflMgence; so the Gredan helms 

rn^ his light, which o*er their convex poured 

endoor, seatterM througb die dancing plumiQi. 

mi rudi the foes. Exulting in their van, 

* haughty leader shake his threat^nii^ lanee, 
king battle. Instant from his rank 

edon bursts IVirioos. On he strides, 
oDtsTigranes, whom he thus defies. 

»w are we met,' Barbarian. Wotddst diou prtfe 
ictions equal to thy vaunu, command 
troops to halt, while thou and I engage.** 

;ranes, turning to the Persians, spake 

Ineiids and aoldiers, check your martial haste, 

t my itxaDg lance that Orecian*^ j^ide confounds-^ 
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He ceat^ In dreadfal oppoatkm i 
£aeh combatant adrane^. 'llieir sinewy liandi 
CripM fast their tpean, higfh brandishU Tbxioe t 

drove 
With well directed force the pointed steel 
At either'a throat, and thrice their wary diields 
Repelled the raenacM wduiid. The Asten chief 
At length, with pow'rs cdlected for the stroise, 
His weapon rivets in the Grecian tai^ 
Aside Dioraedon inclines, and shuns 
Approaching' fhte; then all his martial skill 
Undaunted summons. His foi*8aken apear 
Beside him east, his fidchioii he unsbeathS| . 
The blade, descending nil Tigranes* am^ 
That instant struggling to rtdeeni his tance, 
llie nervous hand dnsevers. Pale affVi|^ 
Unmans the Persian; while his active foe 
FiAl on his neck dischargVI the rapid sword, 
'\Vhich openVi wide the purple gates of death. 
Low sinks Tigranes in eternal shade. 
His prostrate limbs the eonquerur bc'strides; 
Then in a tuft (^ blood distilling liair 
His hand entwining, from the mangled trunk 
The head disjoins) and whirls widi matchless ttreogd 
Among the adverse legions. All in dread> 
Reooil'd, wherever the ghastly viflige flew 
In sanguine cireiRs, and pursued its track 
Of horror tbronfufr the air. Not more amaz*d, 
A barbarous iiatioo, whrnn the dieerftil dawn 
Of science ne'er illumi u^ view on hig^ 
A metrar, waving its ponenious fires; 
Where oft, as superstition vainly dftams. 
Some demon sits amid the baneftd blaze, 
Dispersing phigue and desolation round. 
Awhile the stem Diomcdon remained 
Triumphant oVr the dire dismay, which ftoze 
The heart of Persia; then with haughty pac6 
Jn sullen. ioy among his gladsome friends 
iZeSROxi'd/iM station. Still tile hoilaktkran^ 
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FrnatMO nMAioukss guspeiui 
rgo, Tbtar droofnug bearu PhnkurtM m 

-*iiJ cm one leader*s ftte appal this hott, 

MBts a ehaiu of piiactss for in chiefs? 

Pknortet. From Ni|iliate»' rid|^ 

ay mbjeet files. My hardy toil 

h pathless woods and deserts liuth exploned 

er'scavan. This uuoonquer'd haiid 

>ni the Bolt rent his shasr^ hide. 

ugh this field of slaughter will I dttse 

ntiiig Greek.* H is ardeut Hords revive 

ng Talor in the van. His hwee 

1 tlie rear he brandishes. The croud 

lis threathung ire, affKghted, roll 

umbers headlong on the Grecian steel. 

ith his trident ocean*s angry god 

leir vast bottom turns the mighty maifs 

vt upvard, and oVrwhelms tiie beach. 

.«ndousfVawn*d the fierce natsean chief 
Jie battlers fhmt. His ani|rie sliield 
trong bulMflrk prominent he raisVl, 
lie line, llierc thunderM all the stturm 
and arrows. His undaunted trniii 
ating ardour charged the foew 
n- tlicy turned the funuidable spean, 
li-eiichM the glebe of Maratiioii in bkiodi 
in dead lay beap^. Diomedon 
tlie sliuigfater. From his nodding erest 
lie phmies shook terror. Aria*h host 
back, as bbistad by tibe piercing beamt 
unconquerable sword, whicli fell 
;^t*nin7's swiftness ondisairverVl tadmVi 
ruacing Tigranei^ doom to all^ 
altitude dbpersVI. llie ftoriow ahtef, 
pass^ round by carnage, and besnearV 
mfuinediVi^ inflanesliii wwlkto MCdB 
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* 6 DHhynmtaiit, let thy deed* tlik day 
tanooant their wonted luiticw TboQ in anu^ 
Demophilus, worn grey, thy youth recaL 
BehoM tbeie skvei without r w irt a nce faked. 
AdTUioe, my hoary friend. PropitioiM fiune 
Smileaonthy yearh She (pnmts diy aged 
To plock fteih hrareiilfar thy honorV braw.* 

As, when endttV with Prametbeanlicat, 
The molten chiy respii^l; anidden warmth 
Glows in the ^reneraUe Thetpian*i reSmi 
In ev*ry sinew new bom vigoar swells. 
Ilis falchion, diundVinf on Cherasmes*he1m, 
The fordiead eleaves. E^tanatowar 
Sent forth Chensmes. From her potent gates 
He proud in hope her swarming namhers kd. 
Him Ariazos and Peneestes joined. 
His martial bnithers. They attend his ftt(>« 
By Dithyrambus piere'd. Their hoary sire 
Shall o^er his solitary psJaoe roam; 
Lamenting loud his diiUkss years, shall ea rse 
Ambi^ion'^ fury, and the Inst of war, 
Then, pining^ bow in anguish to the gniTe. 

Kezt by the fieree PlatKan*s fktal sword 
EzpirM Damates, onee the host and fViemi 
Of fall'n Tigranes. By his side to fight 
He kft his naUve baodsb Of Syrian birth 
In Daphne he resided, near the grove. 
Whose hospitahk laurds in their shade 
OuioeaTd the virgin ftigitive, averse 
To young ApoUoi Hither she retired 
Far from her paieac stream. Here fables feign. 
Herself a kord changV hergoUm hair 
To verdant leaves in thk retreat, the grove 
Of Daphne eall^ the seat of rum) bhss, 
Faiin'd by the famuh of aephyn,and with rills 
Fktim babbliiig fcnti inifoiM^ Sy^aU boait. 



01 

>P3r rivd of Tbemlim^ vale, 
1 ftcerer fkwn DmmBtes* eyci. 

(^(hUiu, wiie leader, soon improTes 
tage. All the wt^nuu of liis troo^ 
: hucqnaUto oandenie the fUei, 
«t elate theirbueUen he commandi. 
ne broad vesiel, hravy in her ttreny^h, 
"ell eorapaeted, when a faT*ring gale 
.*t the Mkilf 111 master to expand 
nib at large, her xlow bat steady eoorM 
eb throu- h loTnads (^dividiog waves; 
jnresisted, through Barbarian throngs 
i hoary phalanx passed* Arcadia^ sons 
^-suM more swift. Gigantic Cloniui press^ 
(* yielding Persians, who before him sunk, 
U8h*d like vilestufaUe uidemcath the steps 
' sonie ^ad peasant, vi iting his fields 
r new shorn harvest. On the gen'ral root 
liraortes look'd intrepid still. He sprang 
'er hills <rf' carnage to cfmfhmt tlie foe. 
is own inglorious friends he thus reproadiVL 

* Fly then, ye cowards, and desert your chief, 
rt single here my target shall oppose 
he shock of thousands.* Raging, he impels 
is deathAil point through Aristander^s breast, 
im Dithyrarabiis lovM. A sacred bard, 
c«-erM for .justice, for his verse renownM, 
e sung the deeds of heroes, those who f^ll, 
r those who eonquerM in their country ^s caui^ 
h* enraptured soul inspiring with the love 
f glory, cam*d by virtue. His high strain 
he muses fhvorM fVom their nei^b*ring bow*rtf, 
nd bkss'd with heavily mekidy his l}Te. 
o more ftnm Thcspia shall hi« feet ascend 
he shady steep of Helieoni no more 
he strram diviT«e of Aganippe's fotmt 
cdew hu lip harmonious; noi his handii 
rkkib, dififigt gnnp the nofbrnkenlttiioir^ 




92 

And pwMtnte biickkr,evn maie Msoql 
His lofty iiQiubm to die aoundiiig^ ahell. 
Lo! Dhhyrarabos weeps. Amid the cage 
Of war and oonqnest iwiftly gudilng^ team 
Find one sad inoment't interval to fliU 
On his pale friend; ButMiontheTietarpnrft 
His stem revenge: Through diield and conel 
His fbrcef^il blade divides the Persian^ chest; 
>Vhence issue streams of royal blood, derivU 
Fron> ancestors who swayU in Ninut oM 
Th' Assy rian sceptre. He to X^mu^ throne 
A trilMitary satrap ruVd the vales, 
"Where Tigris swift between the parted hilk, 
Of tall Niphates drew his foamy tide, 
Impregnating the meads. Phraortes nnka^ 
Kot instantly expiring. Still his eyes 
Flash indignation, while the Persians fly. 

Beyond the Malian entrance of the stnits 
Th* Arcadians nuh; when^onperseivM, til! fi 
Spring from concealment in a thicket deep 
New swanas of warriors, dustVing on Ae flai 
Of these unwary Grecians. Tow'rds the bay 
They shrink. 1 hey totter on the fearful edg 
Which overhangs a precipice. Surprised, 
The strength of Clonios fails. His giant bulk 
Beneath the chieftain of th' assailing band 
FkUs prostrate. Thespians and Platieans wa^ 
Auxiliar ensigns. They encounter foes, 
Resembling Greeks in discipline and arms. 
Dire is the shock. What less, than Carta's qi 
In tlieir career of victor}' could cheek 
Such warri(»rs? Fierce she strugj^es; while th 
Of Medes and Cisnans caR7 to the camp 
Contagious tentNr: thence no suceour Hows. 
J>einophilas stands firm; the Carim hand 
At length recoil before Urn. Keen pursuit 
lie leaves to others, like th* almighty sire, 
JVkositt Hinhikffi ontothwaaet whik fknSif 
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The flfiir oMttrion of wwpended figlit 
She leizes, bright in glory wheeli away, 
And n^n her GBrimrenTwiit. While Us fricfri 
In ftrvent MXincU Dumedoo betpake. 

<ir thoo art dain, I eone difa gtorious d»^. 
Be all thy trophiei, be roy own aeeimU' 

The youth, reoov«i\l,aniwers in a nnile— 
'Jam onhort. The weighty blow proefadmV 
The queen of Caria, or Rellona^ arm. 
Our longer stay Demophilut may blame. 
Let U9 prevent his eall. This said, thrir step* 
They torn, both striding throagh empurpled beapt 
Of arms, and mangled shin, themseWes with gora 
OistainM like two grim tigers, who haveforcM 
A nightly manoon, on the desert raisM 
By some lone*wandVing tra^-eller,dien, dyM 
In human erimstm, through die ibrest deep 
Back to their eovert's dreary gkMNn retire. 

Stem A rtemiiia, sweeping oVr the field, 
Bursts into Asia's camp. A furious look 
She casts around. Abnieomes remote 
With Hypcrantlies fVom the king were sentl 
She sees Argestfs in that quarter diicf. 
Who' ftxmi battafions numberless had spaAl 
Not one to suceour, but his maKee gorg^ 
With her distress. Her anger now augmentir 
Revenge flvwns gfcxmiy on herdarkenM brop. 
He cautious moves to Xerxes, where he sat 
High on lus ear. ^le fidlows. I^wt krr helm, 
Kesign^ to sportive winds her ehisterM locks^ 
Wild, but luajt^tie like the waving boughs 
Of some proud elm, the glory of the grove. 
And full in foliage. Her embhizonU shield 
With gore is tanushM. IHde around are seen 
AD faint, all j;has-lj from repeated wounds 
Her bkeding soMien. BranAlkibani^YNii vmn^ 

X9 Aem ffae points, to X«nct ^i^^n ^^^ *S^*^'"^ 




dkU fieie uMigled CuMUM, vrho have iptift 

r vital eurreat in the Idag^ defence, 

in biaiigirt; while Medei and Ciaiiaitt led, 

leie protected, whom Aigettesaiw 

aM hf davgbter to Ay my camp, 

eft onhdpU te perish. Ruling sirc^ 

fioromazeA be thjr name, or Jove, 

hee appealing:, of the king I ckdm 

y for jaitiee. Monarch, to my arm 

i ham a ftey* Let Artemisia^ troA 

itue his treanni.' With an eye sufamis^. 

ien obseqtdtMU, and a soothing tone 

dieat the king, to moderate her ire 

Sftes mtets these fhlhuious words. 

lay HoRMoazea leave the fiend at larg? 

Uast ray earddy happiness, confine 

d the h<Mrrors ik his own abode 

fl^ost hereafter, if the sacred charge 

Xerxes* person was not my restrainti 

sole restraint! To him our all is due, 

all how trifling, with his safety %veigh'd} 

preserratimi I prefer to fame, 

I bright occasion for immortal deeds 

ego in duty. Else my helpftil sword^ 

: heroine' of Aria, hadst thou seen 

ong the foremost blazinc:. Lo! the kii^ 

lytl present will (hi thee bestow, 

fumes and precious unguents on the dea^ 

dden wreath to eadi surrivor brave.' 

.wy by her spirit, by the flatt'rfrs spell 
uded, languid through dismay and shame 
liis deft^t,the monarch for a time 
mote, at length unlocked bu fiilt'ring Hpi. 

rbou hear*8t, great princess. Rest content* Hi 

tify. Yet farther. I proclaim 

ee ef jQiy iniB fint cowieelWr lad tStaDftlT. 
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O ettgle«y'd discernment in tlie king: 

wisdom equal u» his boundless powerl 

The purpled syoophant exclaims. *Thou seest 
Her matchless talents. Wanting her, thy fleet, 
The floating bulwark of our hopes, laments, 
FoiPd in her absence, in her conduct safe. 
Thy penetrating sight directs the fi«ld; 
lliere let her worth be liazarded no more.* 

*Thy words are wise, the blinded prince rejoins. 
Return, brave Cariau, to thy naval charge.' 

Thus to remove her from the royal ear 
Mahdous guile prevails. Redoubled rage 
Swells in her bosom. Demaratus sees 
And calms the storm by rendering up his charge 
To her maternal hand. Her sou belov^ 
Dispels the furies. Then the Spartan thus. 

*0 Artemisia, of the king's oommand 
Be thou observant. To thy slaughter^ friends 
Immediate care, far other, than revenge. 
Is due. The ravens gather. From his nest 
Among those clifts the eagle's rapid flight 
Denotes his scent of carnage. Thou, a Greek. 
Well know'st the duty sacred to the dead. 
Depart; thy guide is piety. Collect, 
For honorable sepulchres prepare 
Those bodies, markM ydih honorable wounds. 

1 will assist thee. Xerxes will entrust 

To my command a chosen guard of horse.' 

As oft, when storms in summ^ have o'ercas^ 
The night witli double darkness, only pierc'd 
By heav'n's blue fixe, while thunder shakes the pole, 
The orient sun, diffusing genial warmth. 
Refines, the troubled air; tlie blast is mute; 
Death-pointed flames dispei-se; and placid Jove 
Xoolcs down la ttiiiles: so prudeace from the lips 




•7 

MMitiiSiby hiitone, his mieii, 
Bct •trength'ning^ smooth |ienuasion*s flow, 
M ker spirit. She with him departs, 
ig assigns a thomand horse to ^uard 
ftrioas exile, and heroic dame. 



LE0T4IDAS. 



BOOK YI. 



THE ARGUMEKl'. 



The Gredni eomimmdm after the pumiic retiie Sir 
refteihment to a cave in the ndeof mount Oeta. De> 
mophiliu returns to the camp; Diomedon remuns in 

-4ie cave: while Dithyramboi, discovering a paiwge 
through it,aaeendstotheterapleof the Muaei. After 
a long disooane with Melisia, thedaaghtorof QUeoi^ 
she entmsti him with a Mdemn message to iicwihlaai 
Didiyrambua dis^iites diis chaige ta Megistias, the 
augur. Lecmidai, lecalfii^f the fbroet, first engagd^ 
sends down a ftvA body. Diomedon and I>itb7nuB- 
Ims are permitted on their own reqiiest to eoDtimie IB 
the field with the Platseaiis. By the advice of Dionie- 
4I01) the Grecians advance to the broadest part of 
Thenac^lie, nidieie they fcnrm a line of twenty ia 
^pth. consistii^ of the Platseans, Mantinetms, Te» 
gKans, Thebans, Coiintiiians, Phliadans and Myeei^ 
seans. The Spartans compose a sreond line in a nar- 
rower part. Bdnnd dian are placed the Kgfat armed 
troops under Alpheus, and furthe rbaek a phafamx of 
XiOerians under MedoD, the son of Oileus. 
ithewhokk 
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OW IMthymnlHK and Platsea*t diief^ 
Their fonnerpfMt attaining, hadrfgcinVI 
DeuMpkUiu. Recmubent en his ihield 
Phraortet, gaiping there, attracts their nglrt* 
To him in pity Thetpia^s gallant youth 
Approaching, thus his gen*raus loal expven^^— 

*Iiy^ thon, httt^e Penian? By propitiolM JoTi, 
Frani whom the pleasing stream of mercy flows 
lliroughnMHtal bosoms, less my soulngosc^ 
When fbrtone blessed with victory my arm, 
Tkan now to raise thee from this field of death.* 

His kngidd eyes the dying prince unclosM, 
Tken with expiring voice. * Vain man, fbrbew 
To proflfer me, what soon thyself must crave. 
The day is quite extingoisVd in these orbs- 
One moment fate allows me to disdain 
Thy mcKy, Grecian* Now I yield to death.* 

Thtt effort made, the haughty spirit fled. 
So shoots a roefeor^ transitory gleam 
Through nitrous fl4ds of Uaek nocturnal clouds^ 
Then disripates forever. 0*er the corse 
I lis rev*rend faee Demophilos inclin*d, 
PossM on his lance, and tiius addressed die sfaiia. 

* AUul how glorious were that bleeding faceaat^ 
Had justice bracM the buckler on thy arm, 
And to preserve a people bade thee die. 
WhoMwihaUmoiiiiiUwe? Tby WfoMEiA^ikkiiL 
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'Will Mon forget thy \rorth. Thy nathre laml 
May raise an empty monument, but feel 
No public sorrow. Thy recorded name 
Shall H'ake among thy countrymen no nglis 
For their lost hero. Wharto them avail^i 
Thy might, thy dauntless spirit.' Not to guard 
Their M-ivcs, their otHpring from th' oppressor's ban 
But to extend oppression didst thou fhU, 
Perhaps with inborn Tirtnes m thy soul. 
Which, but thy ftoward destiny forbade, 
By freedom cheridi^d, mig^t have blessed mankind. 
All bounteaiM nature, thy impartml laws 
To no selected race of mm ooafine 
llie sense of g^ory, fortitiide,and all 
The nobler passions, which e::alt the mind, 
And render life illustrious. These thou pknfst 
In ev^ry soil* Bnt fVeedom like tiie sun 
Must warm the gen'rous seeds. Byherahme 
They bloom, they flourish; while oppression blasts 
The tender virtues: hence a sporious growth. 
False honor, savage valor taint the soul, 
And wild ambitiou: hence Tap>'eious pow*r 
llic ravagM eardi un|)eoples, and the brave, 
A feast for dogs, th' ensang^inU fteU bestrew.* 

He said. Arosuid the venerable man 
The warriors throngM attentive. Conquest hndi^ 
Its .joyflil tratisports. O'er the horrid field, 
Hude scene so late of tumult, all was cahn. 
So when the soug of Thncian Orpheus drew 
To Hcbms* margin fV«m their dreary seats 
The savage breed, whieh Haemus, wrnpp'd in doud 
Fangseus cold, aud Rhodopean snows 
In Uood and discoid nursed, the soothing strain 
Flow'd with enchantment through the ravish'd ear, 
Their fierceness melted, and araaz*d they learnrd 
The aacrt d laws of justice, which the bard 
Mix'd with the miisie af his lieavVily atrisii;. 
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vobih? Aveadkiu w ith inverted amu. 
nn, aad and aolemnon their sliields 

limbs of Clooiiu bore along « 

a geu^ral woe. The noblest corse, 

ade of carnage, paningby 

lait konors which the dead partake, 

thyrambua. Sw ift hit melted ' eye 

Muaorte* on the roek supine; 

lie nge Demophilus be look'd 

d spake. * My beart retains thy words. 

may witoea, how tapacioos pow*r 

unpeoples* Clonius is no more. 

Greece lamented, will acquire 
tomb. This gallant Persian, crushed 
ij fortune, bothM in blood, stiU warm, 
irgotten by his thankless lung; 
r me neglected shall remain 
one.' The good old man replies. 

nVous child, deserving that success 
tiath gained! When vital breath is fled 
Is, our Ibes are equal dust. Both claim 
al passage to tliat future seat 
whers no enmity revives, 
eek and Ptrrsian will together quafi* 
Tthine bowers tlie cup of bliss 
. Hita,thy valor slew on earth, 
ess'd region thou niayst find a friend.' 

id, the ready Thespians he commands 

iraortes fVom bis bed of death, 

trpled rock. OntstretehM ou targets broftdk 

by hands late hostile, now hiunane, 

V Ckmius to the fun'ral pyre. 

not distant fh>ro the Pboctan wall 
[Kta*s cloven side hod nature fbrmM 
IS windings. This iu most die dad; 
ba entnuice downward dram tine TWftA 
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^e hnnf^ the sbaggfy trunks of bnnehing;fij% 
To heav'n*a hot ny impervious. Near the mo^ 
Hilueeiit laurels spread before the sun 
A brood and yivid foliage. High above, 
The hill was darken VI by a solemn shade, 
Diffused from ancient cednrs. To this cave 
Dioniedoii, Demophilus resort. 
And Thcspia*s youth. A deep recess appears. 
Cool, M the azinv grot where Thetis sleeps 
Beneath the vaultt-d ocean. Whispered sounds 
Of waters, trilling fW)m the riven stone 
To ft^ a fiiuntain ou tlie rocky floor, 
In purest streams overflowing to the sea, 
Allure the warriors, hot with toil and thirst 
To this retreat serene. Against the sides 
Their disencumber'd hands repose their slueli'i 
The helms they loosen from their glowing chee 
I'rapp^d on their spears, they rest; when Agis 1 
Vroin Laetrdaemon's leader these commands. 

* Iconidas recalls you from your toils. 
Ye nil ritorious Grecians. You have reap'd 
Ibe flnit bright harvest on the field of fam^. 
Oureyek in wonder from the Phocian wall 
On your unequalFd deeds incessant gazU* 

To whom P]flta:a^s chief. * Go, Agis, lay 
To Ijiuedseihon's ruler, that, untir'd, 
J)ioiiif<1on can yK exalt liis spear, 
^or feels the armour hcav^' ou liis limbs. 
Shull I then quit the era test! F.re he sinki^ 
Shall not this early sun aeain behold 
'iTn slave% of Xerxes tremble at my lance, 
Should ihey adventure on a fVekh assanlL'* 

To hiiB tlie Thespian youth. * My friend, n 
To noble actions, since thy ^n*rous h«'art 
Intent tm ttaixc disdains to rest, O graut^ 
1 f 00 ihy livpous hihon Bwy partake^, 
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1 oneemore to nnitirte thy dee^ . 
ktlot Agia, Sparta's king entreat « 
unand us froof tbe field of war.* 

nevcring heroes, Ke re|^y^ 
m, wall Sparta^ king entreat 
imandyoafimnthefiddof war.' ' 

(ietpos*d Demophilus. * O fUend 
t to wmquest brave Plataea'^ son^ 
bv'd offspring of the dearest xoao^ 
«store a brother to my eyes; 
mr mag^nanimity appbods: 
lectfthat unabating toil 
le mightiest. Valor wiQ repine, 
weak hand obeys the heart no mores« 
ining through the weight of years, . 
nign a measure to your strength. 
1 find your vigor uudecay^ 
ugment your glory. So, when time 
I your whitenM heads the helm aside} ; 
be temides your enfeebled arms 
1^ their cofnsecrated shields, the land 
re you life, in her defence employed, 
by honors, doubled on your age, 
lie gen'rous labours of your prime.' 

i the senior, and forsook the cave. . 
he fount Dioreedon receives 
wing waters in his concave helm, . 
; thus the genius of the stream. . 

it thou ait, divinity nnstain^ 
r fountain, till unqiaring Mars 
■nage round thee, bounteous are tikystreama 
bo in repay thee. I again 
^fleaming current must pdlute, 
i,*4 with goE^ 8h«U tioge the llafiaAiflitDR* 
F2. 
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He sucU and lifted in his brimxDini; Miqac 
Tlie bright, refredung maistiuie. Thus lepain 
'ilie ipotted panther to Hydaipes' ade, 
Or eastern Indus, feasted ou the bkxid 
Of some tiurn deer, which nigh fab crael gmsp 
Had roamU, unheeding, in the secret shade; 
Rapacious o*« the humid brink he stoops^ 
And in the pure and fluid crystal ooob 
His reeking jaws. Mean time the ThespianV eye 
Roves round the vaulted spac^ when sudden sounds 
Of music, utteiM by mekxlioos harps, 
And melting Toioes, distant, but in tones 
By distance softened while the echoes sigfaM 
In lulling replicatkm, fill the vault 
With hamK»y. In j^nuration mute, 
With nervcslmbraeM by rapture, he, entrance 
Stands like an eagle, when his parting plumes 
The balm of sleep relaxes, and his wings 
Fall from his languid side. Plateaus diief. 
Observing, roused the warrior. *Son of Mars, 
Shall music's softness flrom thy bosmn steal 
'llie sense of gkury ? From his neigb^ring camp 
Periiapc the Persian sends IVesh nations down. 
Soon in briglrt steel Thermopylae will blaze^ 
Awake. A^ustomM to the clang of arms^ 
Intent on vengeance for invaded Greece, 
My ear. my spirit in this hour adroit 
No new sensatiM\ nor a dbaageof thought.* 

The Thes|Man, starting from oblivions sloth 
Of nvishroent and wonder, quidc replyU 

*These sounds wexe more, than hiunui. Hark ! Again! 
O hcnor'd fUend, no adverse banner streams 
In sight. No shout proclaims the Persian fkeei 
From his late terror. Deeper let us plui^ 
In this ni}-sterious dwelKng of the nymphs, 
Whose lakes charm its i^oom.* In aniks rejoined 
DiamoAon. '1 «ee thy louIeaithxaUM 



OrphaD nu^p toibeiHDUtftnint 

llHt ftsio the mouimiD w« atj all tbs gm 

Sirift nAdon IhiDURh Ibae mitUc fMgmem 

To <rn«lnp Ibc higk (Euan ridge. 

And enub thefts umiden of our pcnob 

The uumUfd iHo upward ipringi 
light, u ■ kindkd npoui, ■Mrk, ca^iii'^ 

le. Airmriing mum 
I. IlKD rev*rt(n Lbc 

Ln igrd frmplp with bnnilplirT^ fbmw 



re ibno imini] dii^tf . hs l^n 
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^Mriei Ilk iaeSamg fovdhoid ; vbile a iinh 
Of modeitermiMndyeiliiiyoathftil Aeek. 
Her penrire i^Mge lofleBa to a miile 
On worthn hinwnJBg, wfaidi ahe that 



(IihooldTCpraiTelhee^ inadvertent yoath, 
'Whothnrai^ tbe lole aeem, Ivy mrtnre left 
I'o this pure numnon, wkh intrudinfr ttepi 
Dost interropC oar kyt. Bat rite. Thy •watt 
Perhaps embelMiVl that trianphsnt aeene, 
"Which wakU lliese harps to eelebnting notet. 
What is the imprcsi «mi thy wartike dudd .'* 

* A giMen eagle on my shield I bear,* 

SUll bending low, he answers. She puraie^- 

< Art thoQ ponetsor of that glorious oit^ 
H/ me distingoishVI in the late defWit 
Of Asia, driven before thee ? Speak diy nana. 
Who is thy «ire ? Where Urs thy native seat i 
Com*st tlioufur glory to thisfttal spot, 
Or from Barbarian Tkrienee to guard 
A parent^ age, a spotue, and tender babes, 
Who call thee father ." HamUy he again— 

* I am of lliespia, Dithyiarabus namM, 
The son of Harraatidet. SnatehM fay fate. 
He to his brother, and my secoud sire, 
Dcmo|»hilas, eonsignU me. lliespia^ aona 
By him aae led. His dictates I obey. 

Him to resemble strive. No inJQuit voice 
Culls me a fVither. To the naptial vow 
J am a stranger, and amangthe Greeks 
llie least entitled to tiiy partial pnise.' 

* None more ei^tled,*. interposM die dame* 
•Deserving herol thy demeanor speaks, 

It justifies the fame, w widely spread. 
Of H«aiatidei*heiiw O graee and prid« 
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itlUr dity, irkieh tke Mnaet love, 
in aceepted vidtaiit I hail 
I tbeir ftncieot tempIOi 'lliou ibalt view 
neved haunti.' Deioending from the doree, 
lOipimvet— 'First know, my yoathful houn 
exercu^d in knowledge. Honer^a Muie 
ily meditation won my Mial, 
ny young apirit nuxM undying iparlu 
own rapture. By a fat her, tage, 
eted, cities, mannets, men I law, 
institutes aifid customs. I return^ 
»ee of liocris ealPd me to sustain 
dy function here. Now throw thy sight 
that meadow, whose enlivenM blades 
in the breeze, and glisten in the sun 
I the hoary fkae. My bleating train 
Huishld there, a spot of plenty, spared 
ibis surrounding wilderness Remark 
:uid mirror, edg'd by shrubs and flow'^i 
I fi£ my culture, flow'rs, by Ins dressVL 
iss that smiling concave in the hill, 
pointed eraggs are softenM to the sight 
: and grapes.' She pauses; while around 
>, delighted, groves, in more delight 
> the spot returning, where she stood 
: in semblance, o^er the place 
ng awful, as Minerva wise, 
t like Juno, like Diana pure, 
« more pure, than fiur. The beameous laka, 
nes wide4)nuiehing, fidb of water clear, 
ultifarious |^ow on Flom'k lap 
1 attraction, as her giaoious lip« 
>e their tale. *In solitude remote 
; have d welt eootemplative^ senene. 
miph the rocks responsiveto my lyre^ 
Ji' Amphictyons in assonbfy AiU. . 
at this shrine their annual vows they paj^ 
jurM declamation I repeat 
luseof Oieece, her liberty and kws. 
nc the Idiidi, who tend ihgax 'nvo&v^% f!MS» 
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Ita these rude pvifieas, modulate thdr pipci 
To smoother cadence. Justice fVcHn my tcmgue 
Desseiitiun calms, vrhich ev'n in deserts rend 
The luiquiet heart of man. Now furions war 
My carefiil thoughts engages, which delight 
To help the free, th' oppressor to confound. 
Thy feet auspicious forttme thither brings. 
In thee a nohle messenger I find. 
Go, in these words Leonidas address. 
* l^Ielissa, priestess of the tuiieftil nine, 
By their behetts invites thy honorV feet 
To her divine abode, lliee, first of Greeks 
To conference of high import she calls.' 

Th' obedient Thespian down the holy cavQ 
Returns. Hisswiftuess suddenly prevents 
His friend's impatience, who salutes him thiu- 

*L(^ tliy adventure be hereafter tokL 
Jiook yonder. Fresh battalions flrom the camp 
File through the Hiocian barrier to construct 
Another phalanx, moving tow'r of war, 
Which sooms the strength of Asia. Let us an 
That, ready stationM in the glorious van. 
We may secure permission from the king 
There to continue, and renew the fight * 

That instant brings Meg^stias near the grot. 
To Sparta's phalanx his partemal hand 
Was leading Menalipptu. Not imheard 
By Dithyrambus in their slow apintNich, 
llie father warns a young and Wral mind. 

*Spnmg fWmi a distant boimdary of Greece, 
A foreigner in Sparta, cherish'd there, 
Instructed, hcmor^ nor imworthy heM 
To fight for Lacedsemou, ill her line 
Of discipline and valor. lo! my son, 
The hour if eoue to prove thy gen*i9Ui hetrti 



Ill 

•_ TkKt in thy hand, not iD-eutrusted, shine 
I The spear and buckler to maiutain the eatue 

or thy proteetren. Let thy mind recall 
I Leooidas. On yonder bulwark plac*d, 

I He overlooks the baule; he disoemt 
The hold and IhurfuU May the gods,I serve, 
daut iiie to hear Leouidas approve 
My soni No odier boon my age implores.* 

The amgar pausM. 'l1ie animated cheek 
or Menalippus glows. His eager look 
Demands the fight. This struck the tender tirc^ 
Who then with moisteuM eyes. Remember too, 
A fitther tee« thy danger. Ohl my child. 
To roe thy honor, as to thee, is dear; 
Td court not death. By ev'ry tUial tie, 
By all my fondness, all my cares I sue! 
Amid the conflict, or the warm pursuit 
Stfll by the wise Oieneces abide, 
ffis prudent valor knows th* unerring paths 
or i^ory. He admits thee to his side, 
lie will direct thy anlouc Go*— — lliey part. 

I Uegiftias, turning, is accosted thus 
B7 Dithyrambus—* Venerable seer, 
So may that son, whose merit I esteem. 
Whose prec9K>ns head, in peril I would die 
To guard, return in triumph to thy breast. 
As thou deliver*st to Laconia*s king 
A high and solemn message. While anew 
The line is forming, from th' embattled fieht^ 
I must not stray, uoca IPd. A sacred charge 
Through hallow^ lips will best approach theking.* 

The AGar*nanian in suspense remains 
And silence. Dithyrembus quick relates 
MelisMi^ words, dtwribes the holy grot. 
Then quits th* instructed augur, and attends 
DiiiaedMi*s]oudGaU. That fervid chief 
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Wat reamming Ui dutinguitliVI Mni|- 

"Whidif as a ipleiidid reeompente^ lie bore 

nom gratefVil Atheu, ibradnevementtbold; 

When he with brave Miltiades redeem*d 

Her domes from Asian flames. Tbe se u lp iurt l heloi 

IndosM his manly temples. Ftxm on lu||;h 

A foun£dd plumage nodded; while beneath 

A golden dragon with effUIgent scales, 

Itself the erest, s1k>C toror. On his arm 

He brac^ his bockler. Bordering on the rim, 

Ctorgonian setpenu twinM. Within, the fbrm - 

Of Pallas, martial goddess, was embossU 

Low, as her ftet, tbe graceful tnnic flowU 

Betwixt two gryfBas on her helmet sat 

A sphj^nx with wings expanded; while the fhee 

Of dire Medusa (m her breastplate firownM. 

One hand supports a javelin, which conftHmA 

The pride c^* kings. Tbe t^her leads aloog 

A blooiniiig virgin. Victory, whose brow 

A wreath encircles. Laurels she presents; 

But from her shoulders all her plumes wcve diun, . 

In favorM Athens ever now to rest. 

This dn*ad of Asia on his mighty arm 

Dioinedon uprear'd. He snatch*d hb lante, 

Thiai spake to IMthyrambns. *See, my friend, 

Alone of all tbe Grecians, who suktain^d . 

Tbe farmer onset, inexhausted stand 

Flatsea^ sons. Tliey well may keep the Add, 

Who with unslacken^ nerves endnrU that day, 

l¥hidi saw ten myriads of Barbarians driven 

Back to thdr shipi^ and Adiens left seMre. 

Charge in our line. Amid die foremost rank 

Thy valour stell be plaeM to diare command 

And ev^ booor with Platsea^ chie£* 

He said no more, but towrVb die Grecian vaa 
Impetuous, ardent stiode. Now slow bdbind 
Tbe pride of Thespia, DHhynunbntniovM 
Like yomhftil Hermes in telettisl aims; 



I 



lis 

Tthen lightly gtsoefiil with his ftather'd {(^ 
Along Scanuuider^ flowery verge he panM ' 
To aid th' incensM divinities of Greece 
Against the Phrygian tow*rs. llieir eager hasfie 
Soon brings the heroes to th' embattling ranks, 
'Whtan thus the brave Diomedon exhorts. 

*Not to contend, but vanquish are ye came. 
Hem in the bkwd of fugitives your speiirs 
audi, unopposM, be stained. My valiant flnendi, 
But chief, ye men of Sparta, view that space. 
Where from the Malian gulph more distant rise 
Th' (Eteean rocks, and less confine the straits. 
There if we range, extending wide our front* 
An ampler scope to havoc will be giv'n..' 

Ta him Dieneces— *Flataean friend. 
Well dofft thou counseL On that widening ground 
Cloie to the mountain place thy vet'ran files. 
ProportioD'd numbers from thy right shall stretch 
Quite to the shore in phalanx deep Uke thine. 
The Spartans wedg'd in this contracted part 
WiO I contain. Behind me Alpheus waits 
yriih lighter bodies. Further back the line 
Of Locris forms a strong reserve.' He sakL 
ThediflTreut bands^ confiding in his skill, 
Move on successive. The Flatsens first 
Against the hill are stationM. In their van 
Is Oithyrambus rank'd. Triumphant joy 
Distends their bosoms, sparkles in their eyes. 

BlessM be the great Diomedon, they shou^ 
Who brings another hero to our line. 
Hail ! Dithyrambns, Hail ! illustrious youth. 
Had tender age permitted, thou hadst gainU 
As eariy palm at Marathon. His post 
Betakes. His gladness blushes on his cheek 
Amid the foremost rank. Around him erood 
Theknptry'dwiRlatii Their iinmimherti 
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DiMov'riBg; tlMyiiitmpleplirMeieeoiBit 
Their variolu dsngm. Heilidr^ffoiiiidiiiinc|t 
In vCTentioD, nor dMuni to hear *" 
The oftfepeated talew From Sparta% king 
RetumVI, tfaegrMiaai Agistheaeaddren^d- 
^Leonidas nlutes PIatsea*s diief 
And Dithyrambai. To your iwordthe gouti 
A further eflforc with PlatRa*b baud. 
If yet by toil oneoaiioer'd— but I lee, 
That all, unyieWng, eourt the promiiU flght: 
Hail! glorious Tetetam. Thiingnalday 
2klay yourrictorioiis arms angroent the wreathi 
Around your -venerable heads, and grnee 
Thermopylge with Maradxinian flime-* 

lliis said, he hastens back. Mean time admte 
llie ^fantinean, Diophaotus brave, 
llien Hegesander, Tegea's dauntlos duef; 
Who near IMomedon hi equal range 
Erect their standards. Nest the lliebani fbrm. 
Alcmseon, bold Eupalamus sneeeed 
With their Corinthian and Phliasian bands. 
Last on the Malian diore Myeenses youth 
Aristobulus draws. Froin QSta\ side 
Down to the bay in well-eonnected length 
"Each gloaming rank contains a hundred spein^ 
While t%venty bucklers ry*ry file condense^ 
A sure support. Dieneees behind 
Array's the Spartans. Godlike Ag^ here, 
There Mcnalippus !^ tbeir leader stand 
Two bulwarks. Breathing ardour hi the rear. 
The word) of Alpheus <hn the growing flame 
Of expectation Arough his ligfat^rmM fbre^ 
While Polydorus present in his dioughts 
To vengeance sharpens his indignant souL 

Mo fbe i> seen. No distant dioni is heaicL 
IVs pame of aMkm OithynunlMi dMMb 
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Th* Atbenian pendant basteiM tt> adolr 

JLeonidas. O .£iehylas, my finend, 

Fint in the train of Phoebus, and of Man, 

Be thou on board I Swift>bounding o^ the waref, 

Come and be witness to heroic deeds! 

Bnoe thy strong harp with krftier^oonding chordi 

To celebrate this battle! FaU, who may; 

But if they fail with honor, let their namea 

Round festive goMets in thy numbers riug^ 

And joj^not griei^ acc<Hnp«iy the song** 



Conversing thus, their courage they b^fidl^ 
IVhich eke impati^it of inactive boors 
At iQDg^uspeoded glory had repined* 
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The notions ixnmd give ear. The mvMf hrdi 

llieir inspiration through her spotless sttul, 

"Which borders on divinity. She^calh 

On thee. O truly styl'd the first of Oreeki, 

Regard her call. Yon cliflTs projeedng head 

To thy discernment >^ill ailbiVl a scope 

More full, more certain; thence thy skilful eyt 

Will best direct the fight, Melissa's sire 

"Was ever present to the king in thought, 

"Who thus to Mcdon. 'Lead Oileus' sob. 

Before the daughter of Oileus place 

My willing feet.' They hasten to the cave. 

Megistias, Maron follow. Through the ro^ 

I.«oiudas, ascending to the fane, 

Rose like the god of morning fnan the eell- 

Of night, when, shedding cheerfulness and di 

On hill and vale f roblaz^ with dewy gems, 

He gladdens nature. Lacedaemon's kingj 

MajesticaOy graceful and serene. 

Dispels the rigour in that striemn seat 

Of holy sequestration. On the <kce 

Of pensive-ey'd religion rapture glows 

In atliuiratiou of the god-like man. 

Advanced Melissa. He her profi^M hanc^ 

In hue, in purity, like snow, receivVL 

A heav'n'illumin'd dignity of look 

On him she fix'd. Revcr'd by all, she spakch 

Hail! cliief of men, selected by the gods 
For purer fame than Hercules acquir*d. 
This hour allows no pause. She leads the kii 
Witli Medon, Maron, and M^putias down 
A slope, decUuing to the mossy vei^, 
Which terminates the mountain. While they 
She thus jirooeeds. These maiUe masses view 
Which He dispmVI around you. They were h 
From yonder quarry. Note those ponderous bi 
The silvan offspring of that hilL With these 
At my request th' Ainphict}iani fiom tlieir aei 




in (tiudetbirilr. Iiair-tootrd, benl. 
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Cidliiipe. Ha lirten, riJ with biirpi, 

Were twdj^M uquhI her; u (bar ^mn Aam 

ShevinActenipte. ]>iMihwil«F, riwaiil? 
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Meliisft, dost thoQ sleep? The baibVons boit 

Approaches Greeee. The first of Grreciau eome 

By death to vanqnUh. Priestess, let him hml 

'llesf marble heaps, these co nse crated beamt^ 

• hjr fane itself to crush the- imi»ous ranks* 

'J he hero summon to our sacred hiU. 

Kevc-aJ the fmimis'd succour. All itdoe 

To liberty against a tyrant's pride. 

She struck her sbelL In concert Aillreply*id 

The sister lyres. Leonidas they sung 

In ev*r}' note and dialect yet known, 

in measures new, in language yet to eome.* 

ShefiimhM. Then Mcgistias. *Dear to hetv*q 
Uy nations hoiiorVl, and in tow'^g thought 
O'er cither sex pre-eminent, thy wofds 
'i'o me a soldier and a priest suffice. 
1 hesitate DO lunger.* But the king, 
Wrapt in txtatic contemplation stood, 
IlLvulvuig deep an answer, which might suit 
Jlis dignity and hers. At length he spake— 

' N'ot Lacedtemon's whole coHectcd state 
Of senate, people, eplnuri and kings, 
Nuttlic Araphictyuiis, whose convention hcddS 
'ilie universal majesty of Greece, 
K'er drew such iwYence, as thy single form^ 

a1l-»uqNUung woman, worthy chiU 
<>t' tiiui'-renowiiVI (Hlens. In thy roico 

1 hear the gwidets liberty. I see 
In thy sublintity of look and port 

Tint daughter bright of Eleutherian Jere. 
Me thou hast prais*d. My conscious spirit A^ 
'llut not to triumi^i in thy virtuous praise 
Were want of virtue. Yet, illnstrious damc^ 
^^\^K I assured, that orackt delude; 
'iliat, unavailing, I shouM spill my bkrad; 
That all the Muses of sulycctcd Greece 
lIcrcRfter wouki be alent, and mj 




■MovMalhii \(ordi, redoing on hii fktPi 
SIk had n:lax'd btr lii^ly of diiihI, 




oriihya bivei, jm 

But &:juUe|fr«tot«Uic»BJ>dy plain. 

Or up tbe mou iH ain diM*i hii spotted leaglk^ 



Of Marathon confbmided. He eonmiands 
These future gaaidianitrf' their country^ wad, 
Of gen'ral Greece the bulwaiki. Their high dedUi 
Fnma Arteminom, fitmi th* empurpled ihoiet 
Of Sakunii, renown ihall echo wide; 
Shall ten posterity in ktest times, 
That naval fortitude controals the world. 
Swifl Maron, f(^wing,hrings a ▼ig'rous band 
Of Helots. Ev'ry instrament they wield 
To delve, to hew. to heave; and active but 
Bounds Melibceus, vigilant to urge 
The tardy forward. To Laeonia's king 
Adrano'd th* Athenian leader, and began— 

^Theu godlike ruler of Eurota8,hail! 
Thee by my voice Themistocles salutes, 
The admii-al of Athena. I conduct 
By public choice the squadron of my tribe, 
And iEschylus am calPd. Oar chief hath giVn 
Three days to glory on Eubcea's coast, 
Whose promontories almost rise to meet 
Thy ken from Octa*s cliflb. This morning saw 
The worsted fte, fh>m Artemisium driv*n. 
Leave their disabled ships, and floating wrecks 
For Grecian trophies. When the fight was clot*d 
I was detached to bring th* auspicious news, 
To bid thee welcome. Fortunate my keel 
Hath swiftly borne me. JoyfVil I concur 
In thy attempt. A^nris^d by ymider chiefs, 
Wlio met me landing. instan94Vom the ships 
A thousand gallant mariners I drew, 
'Who tiU the setting sun shall lend their toil.' 

'Themistocles and thou accept my heart,' 
Leonidas rcply'd, and closely strain'd 
The bra-i-e, the leam'd Athenian to his breast. 
«To en%7 is ienoble, to admire 
Th' activity of Athens will become 
A king of Spprta, who like Aee c<indenmVI 



Ifls country's sloth. But Sparta now is anta^A 

Thou Shalt oonunand. Behold me station'd here 

To wateh the wild vieissitiides of war, 

I>ii-ect the course of slau^ter. To this post 

By that superior woman I Was called* 

By long protracted fight lest fainting Greece 

Should yield, outnumbered, my enlightenU soul 

Through )ier, whom heav'n enlightens, hath devis'd 

To whelm the numerous, persevering foe 

In hideous death, and signalize the day - 

With horrors new to war. The Muses prompt 

The bright aehievement. Lol from Athens smiles 

3fiuenra too. Her swift, auspicious aid 

In thee we find, and these, an ancient race. 

By her and Neptune cherish'd.' Straight he meets 

llie gallant train, majestic withhisarnu 

Outstretch^, in tlm applauding strain he spake— 

'O lib'ral people, earlieu arm'd to shield 
Kot your own Athens more, than gen'ral Greece,- 
Tou best deserve her gratitude. Her praise 
Will rank yon foremost on the rolls of fkme.*' 

They hear, they gaze, revering and rever»d. 
Fresh numbers muster inishingfVom the hills, 
The thidcets round. Melissa, pointing, spake. 

*I am. their leader. Natives of the hills 
Aietheaerthe rural worshippers of Pan,. 
Who breathes an ardour through their humble minds- 
To join you warriors. Vassals these, not mine, 
But of the Muses, and their liallowM laws, 
Administered by me. Their patient bands 
Make culture sinile, where nature seems to chidej " 
Nor wanting my instructions, or my prayers, 
fertility they scatter by their toil 
Around this aged temple's wild domain; 
Is MeUboeus here! Thou fence secure 
To old Oikus ihNn the cares of time, 
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Their wooden walls to range th* Oetoekn tmgB, 
To rend the forests, and disjoin the rook. 

Meantime a hundred sheep are slain. Their Hi^mi 
From burning piles fume gratefuL Bounty spreads 
A decent boar^ Simplicity attends. 
Then spake the priestess— ^Long^enduring chiefs , 
Your efforts now accomplished, may admit 
Refection due to this hard>Iabour^d train. 
Due to yourselves, Her liospitable smile 
Wins her well-chosen guests, Laconia'skii^, 
Her brother, Maron, iGschylus divine 
^Vith Acamania^ priest. Her first eommanA 
To Meliboeus sedulous and blithe 
Distribute plenty through the toiling croud. 
Then, skreenM beneath close umbrage of an oak. 
Each care-divested chief the banquet shares.' 

Cool breezes, whispering, flutter in the kavei, 
Wboae verdure, pendent in an arch, repel 
The west'ring sun's hot glare. Favonius bland 
His breath impregnates with exhaling sweets 
Ftfom flow'ry beds, whose scented clusters deck 
Tne gleaming pod in view. Fast by, a broMc 
In limpid lapses over native steps 
Attunes his cadence to sonorous strings. 
And liquid accents of Melissa's maids. 
The floating air in melody respires. 
A rapture mingles in the calm repast. 
Up rises iGschylus. A goblet full 
He grasps. *To those divinities, who dwdl 
In yonder temple, this libation first. 
To thee, benignant hostess^, next I pour, 
Hien to thy fame, Leonidas.' He said. 
His breast, ^ith growing heat distended, ^toinpts 
His eager hand, to whose expressive sign 
One of the virgins cedes her sacred lyre, 
llieir choral song compkcency restrains. 
The soul of music, bursting fhun his touch, 
At once gives birth to sentiment sublime. 
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*0 Hereules, and Peneus,' he began, 
'Stai>spangled twins of Leda, and the retC 
Of Jove^s immediate seed, your splendid sets . 
filinridnd protected, while the race was nid§; 
While o*er the eardt^s uncivilizM extent 
The savage monster, and die ruffian sway'^ 
More savage still. No policy, nor lavrs 
Had fhuuM societies. By single strength 
A single ruffian, or a monster fell. 
The legislator rose. Three Kghts in GreeCc, 
T.ycurgost Solon and Zalencus bbzM. 
1 hen, substituting ^visdoro, Jove profuse 
Of his own blood no longer, gave us more 
X& discipline and manners, which can fbrm 
A heix) like Leonidas, than all 
The god-begotten progeny before. 
The pupils next of Solon claim the rouse. 
Sound your hoai'se conchs, ye Tritons. You befaelj 
'llie Atlantean shape of slaughter wade 
'I'hrough your astonish*d deeps, his purple arm 
Uplifting high before th* Athenian line. 
You saw bright conquest, riding on the gale. 
Which swells their sails; saw terror at their belrar 
Toguide'their brazen beaks on Asia's pride. 
Jfer adamantine grapple f>om their declu 
Fate thre\v, and ruin on the hostile fleet 
Inextricably fasten^. Sound, ye nymphs 
Of Oetu'd mountains, of her woods and strean^ 
>Vho hourly m itness to Melissa*^ worth. 
Ye Oreads, Dryads, Naiads, sound her praisr. 
Proclaim 2^eneus by his daughter gracM 
like Solon and Ljrcurgus by their sons.* 

Laconia*s hero, and the priestess bowM 
Their foreheads grateful to the bard sublime. 
She, rising, takes the word. 'More sweet thy lyre 
To fViendship*k ear, than terrible to foes 
Thy spear in battle, though the keenest point, 
^Miich everpiercM BarbflvriaDs* Close we here 
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Tbe song aad banquet. Hark! a distant 4ui 
From Asia's camp re^piire* immediate caie.' 

9ieleads. Along tbe roeky vei^e they paMb 
In calm delight TrfwtJdas surveys 
All in the order, which he last assigned; 
As o'er Thermopylae beneath he cast 
A -wary look. The mountain's farthest cxag 
Nowreach^ Melissa to theking begai^— 

'Observe that space below, dispers'd in dales^ 
In hoUows, winding through dinever'd rocks. 
The slender outlet, skreen'd by yonder shrub^ .: 
Leads to the pass. There stately to my view 
The martial queen oi Caria yester sun. 
Descending, shewed. Her loudly I reproVd. 
But she, devoted to the Persian king, 
In ambush there preserved his fl>'ing host. 
She last retreated ; but, retreatii^, pror'd 
Her vaknr equal to a better eause. 
Again I see the heroine approach.' 

lifegistias then— 'I see a powerful arm, 
Sustaining firm the large, emUazon*d shidd^ 
'Which, fadiion'd first in Caria, we have learnt 
To imitate in Greece. Sublime her port 
Bespeaks a mighty spirit. Priestess, look. 
An act of piety she now performs, 
Directing those, perhaps -ker Caxian band, 
To buur dead brethren from the bloody fifiJA 
Among the horsemen an exalted form 
Like Demaratus strikes my seardiing eyCw 
To me, recalling his transcendent rank 
In Sparta once, he seems a languid sun. 
Which dimly sinks in exhalations dark. 
Enveloping his radiance.' WhiW be spake» 
Inteiit on martial duty Medon views 
The dang'rous thicket; Laced8em<m's (Akie^ 
ArouDd the region his eonsad'nti eye 
G2 
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Extending^, iMnlcs eMb movement of ilie foe. 

TV imperiri Fermm from bia krfky ear 
Had in the raoming'B early oonfliet seen 
Hu vanquish^ Mmy, pouring from tiieitrBiti 
Back to their tenti^ and o'er hu camp dispenM 
In consternation; as a rirer bursts 
Impetuous from his fountain, tha^ enlarge 
Spreads a dead surface ol*er some level mardk 
Th' astonished king tbrioe started fooro his seat; 
Shame, fear and indignation rent his breast; 
As ruin irresistaUe were near 
To overwhelm his millions. *Haste,* he eallU 
To Hyperanthes, <haste and meet the Greeks. 
Their daring rage, thor ins(rience repeL 
From such dishonor vindicate our name.' 

His royal brother through th* extensive earap 
Obedient mov'd. Ddibeiate and brave, 
Each active prince fWm ev*ry tent remote. 
The hardiest troops he summonM. Caria'ls qoeexii 
To Hyperanthes bound by firm esteem 
Of worth, unrivaira in the Persian court, 
In solemn pace was now returning slow 
Before a band, transporting from the fi/rid 
'ilieir slain eompanioos to the sandy beach. 

She stopped, and thus addressVI him— 'Leam, O ptm 
From one, whose widies on thy merit wait, 
The only means to Mnd thy gallant brow 
In fairest wreaths. To break tiie Grecian line 
In vain ye struggle, unarrayM and lax, 
DeprivM of union. Try to fonn one band 
Iq order^ ranks, and emulate the foe. 
Nor to secure a thicket next the pass 
Forget. Selected numbers station there. 
Farewell, young hero. May thy fortune prove 
Unlike to mine. Had Asia's millioDs sparVI 
One myriad to sustain me, none had seen 
Me quit th*^ dang nms contest. But die bead 
Of base Argestes on some future day 
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A CroMtMtuiqaiihM, vlwnlierenpiftflMt 
Eehttana deplores. Ye choaeii gnard. 
Your king^ immortal bulwaik, O tefleet, 
"What deeds from yourMiperuHr swoids ke daim. 
Tou share his largest bounty. To your ftiA, 
Tour constancy uid prowess he commits 
His throne, his person, and this day his fiune.' 

I 

They wave their buinen, Uazing intke imi, ^ 

"Who then three hours towVd Hespemshad dri^ 

From his meridian height. Amid their shouts 

The hoarse^Moondii^ haUows are not heard* 

Of diflPrent nation^ and in diflr*rent gazli^ 

Innumerous and ▼ary'd Hke the shdk, 

By restless Tethys seatter*d on the beadi, 

0*er which they trod, the mohitade advane^ 

Straight by Leonidasdetcry'd. The Tan 

Abroeomes and Hyperanthes led, 

Mandates, Miadoi. Violent their mardi 

Sweeps down the rocky, hollow'sounding pass. 

So, where the unequal globe in mountains swells 

A: torrent rolls his thund'ring smge between 

The steep erected cUffs ; tumultuous dash 

The waters, bursting an the pmnted crags : 

The valley roars ; the maible channel fbams. 

'Ili^ undaunted Greeks iramoveably withstand 

The dire encounter. Som th' impetuous shook 

Of thousands and of myriads diakes the ground. 

Stupeiidous scene of terror! Underbills, 

"Whose sides, half4irclHng, o*er the hosts project. 

The uoabating fortitude of Greece 

Maintains her line, th* untrainV Barbarians eharge 

In savage fury. With inverted trunks. 

Or bent obliquely from thediagged ridge^ 

The silvan horrors overshade the figfau 

The clanging trump, the orash of mingled tpean^ 

The groan of death, and war*s discordant shouts 

Alarm the echoes in their neigfabling eaves; 

Woods, cHfis and shores return thedreadfulsoonA. 
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Rypennthes, discontinaiiis the fight, while he ^ 
re^nfoxeements, Teribaziu, a F^rrian rem 
for hit merit and learning, and highly beloTed 
pcrantbea, but unhappy in his panion fbr Ai 
daughter of Dariut, advanoetfiram the rest ol 
iny to the reteuc of a firiend inffiitresi, who lay 
ed on the field of bat0e. Terifaazut is atta 
Diophantus, the l^Jbntinean, whom he ore 
then engaging with Dithyrambus, u himse 
Hyperanfhes hastens to his succour. Ageoen 
ensues, where Dioniedon distinguidiei hb 
Hypennthes and Abrocomea, partly by Aeir 
forts, and partly by the perfidy of the Thete 
desert the Kne, b^gonthepointof ftwdnp' 
cians, are repulsed by the Lacedsemonians. H 
thes composes a select body out of the Perrfa 
ing forces, and, making an improv e men t in t 
cipline, renews the attack; .upon which I 
ehanges the disposition of his army: HyperuM 
the aUest Persian generals are driren out oft 
and sevecal thousands of the barbarians, ciKi 
Ltl in the pass, are entirely destroyed. 
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BOOK vnL 

.MID thevBiKtf Fenk WHsa youth, 
Kaiii*d Teribazm, not for golden stores, 
MoC fiMT wide pastures, traversed o*er by herdsi 
By fleeae^bounding sbeep, or generous steeds, 
NorfetfbrpowV, ner splendid honwsfiun'd. 
Rich was his mind in evVf art divine; 
Tkrongfa evVy path c€ science had he walkM, 
TlieTOtary of wisd<Hn. Intbeyears, 
IVken tender down invests the ruddy cheek, 
Se with the Magi tum'd the hallow'd page 
Of Zonastres. Then his tow'ring thoughts 
Hif^on the plumes of contemplation soar'd. 
Be ftoro the 1o<Vy Aabyloiiian fane 
Wkh leamM ChaMseans tnicM the heav'nly spheite,* 
IVre numbers o'er the vivid fires, which gleam 
Qb lii^^s bespangled bosofra. Nor unheard 
Woe Indian sages from sequesterM bowVs, 
'Wlilean thebanks of Ganges they disdosVI 
Tbe powVs of nature, whether in the woods. 
He frnitftil glebe, or flow V, the healing ptenl^ 
He fimpid waters, or the ambient air, 
€t In tbe purer element of fire. 
The reahn <rf'old Sesostris next be viewY^ 
Mytterions ^^cypt with her hidden rites 
Of las and Onris. Last he sought 
TV losnan -Greeks, frrnn Athens sprung, nor pass'd 
Ifiletas by, whidi once in rapture heard 
ThetoDgne of Thales, nor Priene^s walls, 
VTheie wisdom dwelt with Bias, nor the seat 
Of Pittacoi reverb on Lesbian diorea. 

TV enl i ght e ned youth to Susa now retuniVI^ 
naee of hif birth. Hit merit soon was dear 
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To Ryperambct. It wm now the time, 
That disconteivt and mormur on the banki 
or Nile were loud and threatening. Chembes thetr 
Thea only faithful stood, a potent lord, 
Whom Xerxes held by pnuuis^d nuptial ties 
With his own blood. To this .9i:g7ptian prince 
Bright Ariaiia was thedcstinM spouse, 
From the same bed with ypHienuithesbom« 
Among her guards was Terizabus namV 
By that fond brother, tender of her weak 

Th' ^Egyptian boundaries they gun. They hev- 
Of insurrection, of the niarian tribes 
In arms, and Chembes in the tumult sbiiv 
They pitch their tents, at midnight are aasailM^ 
SurprisM, their leaders massacred, the tlATea 
Of Ariana captives borne away, 
Her own pariliou forc'd, her person sdz'd 
By rufRan hands: when timely to redeem 
Her and th^ invaded camp from Airther spoil 
Hies Tcrizabus with a rally'd band, . 
Swift on her chariot seats the royal fair. 
Nor waits the dawn. Of all her menial train 
None, but three female slaves are left. Her guidt;. . 
Her comforter and guardian, fiite provides 
In him, distinguish d by his worth alone. 
No prince, nor satrap now the single chS^ 
Of her surviving guard. Of r^;al birth. 
But with excelling graces in her soul. 
Unlike an eastern princtssshe inclines 
To his consoling, his instructive tongue 
An humbled ear. Amid the OMiverse sweet 
Her charms, her mind, her virtues he explorda 
Admiring. Soon is admiration changed 
To luvc; nor loves he sornier, than detuairs* 
From mom to e^n her passing wheeb he guardi 
Back to Euphrates. Often, as she mounts, 
Or quits the car, his arm her weight sustains 
With tremUiug plcasufc. Hii amduout hand 
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Sflt fbimtum wafts the living fleod^ 

n by the fidr one*s soft command 

repose him, at her feet reclin'd; 

* his lips her lovely forehead bow>d, 

is grateful eloquence, which sooth'd 

it variety the tedious march, 

' tinie. He too would then fwget 

avriiile, in raptures vain entranced, 

in, and fleeting rays of joy, 

cast by more intense despair; 

ry douds, which, opening for a time, 

ir Mack folds with gleams of scattered light, 

iUy doting, on the brow of room 

their horrors, and in thidtest gloom 

^ beauty veil. They now approaoh 

' of Belus. Hyperanthes leads 

Babylon an army to chastise 

e of iEg^ypt. Terifaazus here 

1 his princess, marches bright in steel 

lis patcon*s banner, gathers palms 

er'd Nile* To Susa he returns^ 

i^s residence, and bears 

is heart th^ immedicable wound. 

/'ealM and silent was his pain; 

I solitary shades he roam'd, 

d resort: but o^er his sorrows cast 

awn of gladness, and in smiles 

. his anguish; while the secret flame 

his bosom, and its peace consumed: 

tni brooding o^er these moumiVd thougfatir. 

O wisdom, And relief in thee, 
approve my passion/ From the snares 

r only thou wouklst guard my heart. 

thyself art charraM; where softness, grBCC^ 

' virtue dignify desin;. 

to love, despairing to possess, 

; torments, by relentless fate 

flioted, u the raoit severe. 
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Do T not fed thy vamingi in my biCMt, 
That flight tknie c«n mve me? i will go 
Back to the Irani'd ChaUeam, on the banfea 
t)f Gangei aeek the M^iet; where to honr^ 
With thee my elevated «>al shall tow^. 
OwietcTied Teribazns! aUeompires 
Against thy peace. Oar mighty lord ptrepases 
To overwhelm the Greciam. £v*ry yondt 
Is calPd to war; and I, who lately poii'd 
With no inglorioas arm the aoMier^ hu»e, 
Who near the tide of Hyperantbeii ibug^ 
Miist.foin the throng. How thoelbre am I fly 
From Ariana, who widi Asians qneou 
I'hc splendid camp of Xerset must adorn? 
Then be it so. Again I will adore 
Her gentle virtues. Her delightrul voice, 
Her gracious sweotnen dull ag»in diffVue 
Ht>sistle98 magic through my ravidiM heart; 
Till passion, thns with douUe rage enflam^ 
Swells to destmetion in my t<ntur*d broMt, 
Then— but in vain through daricness do I seHRfc 
My fate— despair and fortune be my guides.' 

The day airiv^, when Xetxes first advaneM 
nis arms fttim Susans gates. The Persian dyme^ 
So were accustoniM all the eastern fair, 
Jn sumpt uous cars aeea(mpany>d his marefa, 
A beauteous train, by Ariana gracM. 
Her Teribazus fdiows, on her wheels 
Attends and fnnes. Such woes oppress the yoaihi 
Oppress but not enervate. From the van 
He in tliis second conflict had withstood 
The threat*nin9 frown of adamantine Man^ 
He singly, vrbilehis bravest firieuds recoiTd. 
His manly temples no tiara bound. 
The slender bmce of Asia he disdainVl, 
And her light target. Eminent be tow* rd. 
In Grecian arms the won^r of his foes; 
Among th' Icmiaro were hii strenuous liabi 




be ^ynmle itAaol. A fulgrni M^ae 
cad. BcTonhu&wuidcbFM 



EH Il;pawilliei nn<d 



Jiou bomw tmm oaivtl hope 

ith npptioIiD^ kiKei I bow, 
Krpiij, and t«*c«l lu^ Jo*r< 

sml tbtn«limb»yon f It^lgnil orb, 
Uic lylHKkKin, wliich Imdiate bai'qT 
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Such, aidi^eOiiig e^ nrgiB ftar,' 

Migfit, unrestraint diiekMe iu fimd ikitir, 

My love is hopdess; and her williiMf^lMnd, 

abouU she bestow it, draws firom Asia's laid 

On both petditkm. By despair benambU, 

Hit linibs their action kse. Awithtedeatk 

Overcasts and chills his soul. Whensndtan 

From Ariamnes rome his dnx^iini^ powVb 

Alike in manners they of equal age 

Were iViMids, and partners in the gloriooi toil 

Of war. Together they vietorioiu cfaasU 

The bleeding sons of Nile, when .£gypt^ prida 

Before the sword of Hypenmthea lUL 

Tliat lov'd companion Teribazus yiewa 

By all abandon^, in his gore outstretdi M 

llie vietui's spoil. His languid spirit itartR 

He rushes ardent fiom the Persian line; 

'llie wounded warrior in his Mroog embnee 

He bears away. By indignation stung. 

Fierce from the Grecians Diophantus sends 

A loud defiance. Teribazus leaves 

His rescued friend. His massy shield he ictxi; 

Higlvbrandishinfr his forroidaUe spear. 

He turns intreind on da' approadiing fbe*. 

Amazement follows. On he strides, andsfaakea 

The plumed hanmrs of his diining crest. 

Th' ill-fated Greek awaits th* unequal flirht, 

Pierc'd in the throat, with sounding arms be fldbr 

Throu^ erVy file the Mantineans nwunii 

I.oug on the slain tlie victor fix*d his sight 

lA'ith tliese reflections. By thy splendid anoi 

Thuu art a Gredc of no ignoble rank. 

From thy ill fortune I perhaps derive 

A more can<ipicuous lustre— What if heav^ 

Should add new victims, such as thou, to grate 

My undeserving hand.' Who knows, but she 

Miglit smile upon my trofdues. Gbl vain t]MM||^ 

I see the pride of Asia's monarch swell 

With ^(9Dgeanee_lhtal to her beauteooi hcn^ 
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itntomliopei. Too longf, torn iMttt, 

grief eoQtended. Lo! I plant 

iment on die verge of death, 

L, by despair impdIVi 

neaUe bound. No more 

I badcward torn hii step, 

ide tut doom. Then ceaie to hearer 

boioni,er«r*ry thought be calm 

raaeh of ererlasdng peace.* 

lena mighty Ibe drew nigh, 
iidiyrambus. Ere they join\I, 
urrior to the Gredc b^;aD. 

' uncmquerable chief, who mowM 
%i That eagle on thy shield 
ims thee. To attempt thy Ibroe 
'd. That my single arm 
9 meet, accept my thanks, and know, 
conquest less employs my soul, 
m of thy glorious deeds, 
£ I cannot fall disgracW 

liese words the Thespian youUi return' 

les fVom thy genVous mouth 

n, my desert may claim, 

adventure to confinont 

itehM. What Grecian hath not mark\ 

>elf From Asia's boundless camp 

luallM thyyictoriousmig^t. 

' armour of the Grecian form? 

Ispear, diy hefanet? Whence the weig^ 

hieW Unlike thy eastern friends, 

ome fVig^tive, who, lost 

virtue, art become 

eipendiary, that arm, 

IS triumphant I deplore, 

their efforts and success 

fu firam the gods^ or men„* 
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Here Teribftann in a f^f^ r^oinVU 
» 1 am to Greecea stranger.am a WMteh 
To thve unkuown, whooourU thiihour todie^. 
Tct not iguoUy, bat iu death to niM 
My name fiom (faurknen, wbile I end my 



The Grecian then. *lTiewthfie,aiMlImQW» 
A dignity, which ▼irtue ouly bean, . 
Firm resolution, seated ow thy brow, 
Though grief hath diinmM thy droc^ing eje^dcnM 
My veneration; and, whateTcr be 
The inalice of thy fortune, what the eare^ 
Infesting thus thy quiet, they create 
\Vithin ray breast the pity of a friend* 
Why then, constraining my i^liietant hanA 
To act against thee, will thy might soppoct 
Th' uninst ambition of i^ignaut kingt, 
The foes to virtue^ liberty and peace/ 
Yet free from rage, or enmity I Uft 
My adverse weapon. Vietory I ask. 
'lliy life may fate fat hapjuer days reserve.* 

This said, their beaming lance they pnrtea^ 
Of hostik^ hate, at fUry both devoid. 
As on tlie Isthmian or Olympic sands 
For fame alone contending. Either host, 
PoisM on their arms, in silent wonder gaxe. 
The fight commences. Soon the Gredan fpta^ 
Which, all the day in constant battk> worn 
t7niiumber''d shields and corselets had transfix^ 
A^iiist the Persian buckler, shivering, bcettlo^ 
Its ]iiastcr*s arm disarming- Then began 
I'hc sense ofhonor,and the dread of shame 
To swell in Dithyrambm. Undismay'd, 
He grappled with his foe, and instant sdz^'d 
Kk Threatening spear, belbre th* upHfted ana 
ConUl execute the meditated wound. 
The weapon bunt between their struggling gratt 
Their hoM they looteD,ltue Uieir duning 1 
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I equal swiflnesB to defend, or chaiig^ 
active youth advances or recedes. 
7*ry side they travei'se. Now direct, 
[uely now the wheeling blades descends 
is the ccmflict dubious; whan the Greek* 
mbling, points his falchion to the gF0UD4» 
rm depressing, as o'erocnne by toil: 
e with his buckler cautious he repels 
^ws, repeated by lus active foe. 
se trembles for her hero. Joy pervade* 
woks of Asia; Hyperanthes strides 
e the Une, preparing to receive 
lend triumphant: while tlie wary Greek 
and defensive bears th' assault. At las^ 
th' incautious fbry of his strokes, 
'ersian swung his coving shield aside, 
htal moment Oithyrambus seiz''d. 
darting forward with his feet outstretch'd,. 
sen th' unguarded ribs he plunged his steel* 
ion, grief and terror wing the speed 
rperanthesk From his bleeding foe 
ireek. retires, not distant, and awaits 
Fenian prince. But he with watry cheeks 
eddess ang^sh clasps his dying friend; 
whose cold lip with interrupted phrase 
! accents break. * O dearest, best of mep| 
honsand thoughts of gratitude and love 
TUggliBg in«iy heart-~0*erpow'ring fktc 
a my voioe the uttV^oe— O ray friend! 
peranthes! Hear my tongue unfold 
, had I liv*^ thou never should'st have knoimv 
I thy sister. With despair I lov'd. 
dng this haDonible^doom, 
wt regret in Persia's sight and thine 
*■ Th' inezorahle hand of fate 
bs down hit eye-lids, and the gloom of deaCb 
seling light eternally o'ershades. 
m Choaspea o'er the bk>oming verge 
Btie iaoth«r duill bewiuli ^haU strew 



Her silver treties in the eryical vavef 
Wliile all the shores re-echo to the Oftme, 
Of i'ehbazus lost. 'IV afflicted prince. 
Contemplating in tean the pallid eone, 
Vents in these words the faittemev of grief. 

' Oh! Terifaazus! Oh! my Mend who« ion 
I will deplore for ever. Oh! what pow*r, 
By me, by thee offended, closM Ihy hrcMt 
To Hyperanthes in distrust unkindl 
She would, she must have lov^d t h e e -n ow no ok 
Thy placid virtues, thy instructive tongue 
Shall drop their sweetness on my secret bomn. 
But in complaints doth fVienddiip waste the tiiQ< 
\Vhich to immediate vengeance should be givenJ 

He ended, rushing furious on the Greek; 
Who, while his gallant enemy expir^, 
^VhiIe Hyperanthes tenderly receivM 
'I1ic hut embraces oi his gasping fViend, 
Stood nigh, reclined in sadness <m his shield. 
And in the pride of victory repinM. 
UnmarkM, his foe approachVL But forward gpc 
Diomcdon. Before the Thespian youth 
Aloft be nusM his taige, and loudly thus. 

'Hold thee, Barbarian, fnm a life more wocQ 
Than thou and Xerxes with his host of slaves * 

His words he seconds with his rapid famee. 
Soon a tremendous conflict had ensu\l{ 
But Intaphemcs, Mindus, and a croud 
Of Persian lords, advancing, fill the space 
Betwixt tV encountering chiefs. In mutual wn 
With fhdtless efforts they attempt the fight. 
So rage two buUs along th* opposing banks 
Of some deep flood, which parts the firuitfVil me 
^Defiance thunden fhnn thrir angry nxmdu 
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iM fay raaligiinrt fbctnne if a drop 
inoistiire nuDf^ with a barmns 
liquid metal, imtant diow^ of death 
erVy side th* ai^oding fluid sfireadi; 
disappmutroeot imtatet the flame 
fleree PbtiMi** dne^ whose ^en gtaii e e bof, 
wide destruction* Emfaaa, Daoeosftll, 
«em, Oebua, Mmdes, Artias die; 
1 ten mosthanly of th* immortal guard, 
sliiTers bieaking od the Onraian shield 
eir gold-embellish VI weapons, xaise a maimd *. 
r thy pale body, O iu prime des tro y M , 
Asia's gardeu once the fiiirest. pla»(, 
\*ii Terifauus! Thy ditqraeted friend 
II this thy temporary tomb is dngg'd 
(iroeful zeal of satraps t» the dMre; 
re then the brave Abroeomes an«ng*J 
loceonrs new, by Abradates faroug^t^ 
^ and Mazaeus. Turmng swift, 
mues iuformM his bruther thus. 

mg reinlbroemeiit fttm th* immortal g«a|d 
es bold to Intaphenies leads^- 
Ige to harrass by perpetual toil . 
^fceians next the raouiitain. Thoa unitp 
thy valour. Here the hostile ranks 
tic seem* Our joint imfnemHitry; . 
le M(4.-ight of battle here impend, 
lyperantbes. Oive regn-t to winds. 
1 not ludt a friend this direlbl dayf 
ir private cares assist the Greeks 
g alRrady; or let sorrow act 
I revenge. 1 hose animating words 
ranthes to the foreioost line. 
\il ardor leads. The battle joias. 
H 
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Who ttemnU Oil tideoT WKt? IVlB i 
His thining q ^ tt t te lint In BeniHi Mood? 

Kupalaniiis. Artembuci lie dew 
M'ith Derdu llene, whom Csmmiu bad leirt 
On his tempeiraoai braw, the mamge wtm 
Of vitrienee and impine. Bat ihcir doom 
Fires Hypenuitlies, nhaae Tiadiedre Mode 
Arrests the ▼ictor in Irii h a i^ity eoawe. 
Beneath ihe ttrong AtBoeomes o^erwlielmVi, 
Mdissus swdls the nvmber of the dead. 
None coaM Myeense boast of prooder bfaHi, 
Than jcnog McKww, whe in nhcr nail 
<l1iclinc embeltishU. He in Cinta^ mend, 
Where high Bumasmt tram hb doable top 
CVershadesthe Pythian games, the eiarfd priw 
Of fame obtainU Low anks his hrarelM le^ 
Ju deaths eoM ni|^ and hocjid goce deftnos 
The gmoefVil hair. Impatient to re ven ge 
Aristobuhis strides belbre the van. 
A storm of fbiy dariEcns all Us bnw. 
Around he rolU Ins gtooray eye. For death 
Is Alyattes raark^ of regd blood, 
DcrivM from Croesus, oaee Imperial levd 
Of itntions. Him the nymphs of Halys wept; 
"Whui, with deloriveonusles bq;ail^ 
IW Delphi's god, he passM their focal wave* 
A mighty empire to dissolve: nor knew 
'IV ill-destiuM prince, that envieut fbrtone ««tcbi 
'i'hut direful moment fhom his liau<) to wrest 
Vhv sceptre of hn fiithers. In the shade 
Of buiitble life his raoe on Tmolus* brow 
L'l) hid; till, roas*dto battle, on this field 
ijinks Al}-attes, and a royal breed 
1 1) him extinct fbrever. Lycis dies. 
For boist*rous war iU-chosen. He was skills 
To tniie tlic lulling flute, and melt the heart, 
Or with his pipe*s awakhuug strain allure 
'llie ktvely daves of Lydia to the danccb 
'IMii'v on the vevdaut lerel graeefol ibovM 
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InvufdmamtHi while the eooKng^liteeBe 
Beneath theirtwelUii; gamienti wanton^ oVar 
Their snowy breasts, and smooth Cayster*h streani} 
Soft gliding, mmnniTM by. The hostile Uade 
Draws forth his entndls. Prane he fidls. Not hmg 
The victor tritimplis. From die prostrate eone 
Of Lycis wh9e insulting he extracts 
The reeking weapon, Hypenmtibes* sted 
Invades his knee, and cuts the sinewy eoids. 
The Myoenseans with uplifted shields, 
Corinthians and Phliarians close aroond 
The wounded chieftain. In redoabied rage 
The contest gkws. Abrocomes incites 
Each noble Persian. Each his Tcriee obeysb 
Here Abradates, there Mazsess press, 
QrontesaindHydames. None retire 
Tnta toil, wperil. UrgHi ooev*ryride, 
Myeense's band to fortune leave their dlA^ 
Despairing, raging, destitute he stands, 
Ptapt on his spear. His wound f<Mrfaids retreat. 
Nooe, but his brother, Eumenes, abides 
The dire extremity. His studded orb 
Isbdd defenave. On his arm the sword 
Of Hyperanthes rapidly desoends. 
Down drops the buckler, and the severM hand 
Berigns its hokl. The unprotected pair 
By Ana's hero to die ground are swept; 
As to a rehper crimson poppies lowV 
llieir heads luxuriant on the yeltow plain. 
Fkom both their breasts the vital currents flow, 
An! mix their streams. Elate the Persians pour 
Their numbers, deepening on the foe dismayVk 
The Greeks their station painfully maintain. 
This Anaxander saw, whose faithless tongue 
His colleague Leontiades bespake. 

The hour is oometo serve our Persian friends. 
Behold, the Greeks are pressed. Let Thdies retire, 
ilkbkxpdletsoonqueityieUiDgtothekiiig,' * 



/ 
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llut said, Iw drew bis Thelnni ftom 4hcir pm^ 
Not with unpiHiishM treacbcry. Tbe tauace 
Of Abradates gorU their foul retiea^ 
Nor knew the Aaiau chief, that Ana*s ftiends 
Before him Ued. Mean time, as mighty Jore, 
Or he more ancient va the throne of heav'nj 
When ftom the womb of Cbaoi dark the worid 
Bmerg'd to birth, wbereHir heriew^lrtbe jar 
Of atoiita yet diacoidant and unforra'd, 
ConAiB.on thence with pow*rfVil voieedispdl'V, 
TiU light ami order uuivemil reignM; 
So from the hilMifonidai surveyed 
Tlie various war. He saw the Theban rent; 
lliat Corinth, Phlius-and Myeense lookU 
Affrighted backward. Instantly his diarge 
Is borne by Maroo, whom obedience wings^ 
Precipiuting down the lacrvd cave. 
That Sparta*s ranks, advancing, should repair 
The distmiu-d phalanx. £re they move, 
Dieiieoes inspires them. . Fame, my fVienda^ 
Calls forth your valour in a signal hour. 
For you this g^rious eriais she leaervM, 
Laconia's splendour to assert. Young man, 
Sod of Megistias, f )IIuw He eouducts 
Th* experieneVl trooi • Vhty lock their shidds and V( 
In dense arrangement, rvpocsess the void. 
Left by the faithless Tjiefaara, and repnlse 
Th* exulting Persians. When with ef&rts vain 
Thtrse oft renewM the contest, and recoil'd, 
As oft confoiuxied with diminish^ ranksj 
Lo! Hyperanthesbludi*d, repeating late 
The words of Artt>niisia. * Learn, O chiefs^ 
The only means of gkiry and success. 
Unlike the others, whom we newly chasM, 
These aix- a band, selected fVom tlkL' Greeks, 
Perhitps the Spartans, whom we ofVen hear 
By Demamtus praii'd. To break their lino 
In vain ^re struggle, tuiarni)*d and lax, 





BeprirMof vtab Soaotiwe 
O'er AtkkSmnBieM, andourooanige boam 
Our nuirtiid art ■!»«« the volgar herd/ 
Let at, yetUcft, attempt in aKder*tl tanki 
To funa a tro^ and emulate the foe.* 

Tliey wait not dabicfQi. Ob ^e MaUan ihoie 
In gloomy depth a c<riaiBn mod k fonnM 
or all the nobkt, iOaMlates stiaiK, 
Orooteabold, Majiirm, and themiglit 
Of hraTe Abrooomes nith each, who bore 
The highnt honon, and exoellU in amu; 
ThenMetret the lords of nationa, whobefive 
The thaene of Xenet tributary bowM. 
To these soeeerd » chosen number, drawn 
From Aria*s legions, ▼anoted most in fight; 
"WholVom their long perpetual stipends shaiiK 
>Vho, statknHi round the piorinees, by ftiue 
His tyranny uphold. lu er'r}' part 
Is Hyperanthes active, acdentseen 
Throughout the huge battalion. He adjusts 
Their equal nmge, then eautious, lest on saareh 
Their unaeeustomVl order should rekix, 
FuUia the center of tiie foremost rank 
Orontes pkuits, oommittiiig to his hand 
Th* imperial standard; whose expanded fidii 
GlowM in she Aisypreseniii^ to the sun 
The iMestdyeW Tyre. The royal bkd 
Amid the gorgeous tincture dione expvess'd 
In high embrmderM goU. The wary prinoe 
On this oonspieuous, leading sign b*' war 
Commands each satrap, posted in the -van, 
To fix his eye regardful, to direct 
By this alone his even pace and slow. 
Retiring «r advandng. .So the star. 
Chief of the spangles on that fhuey'd bear, 
Once an Idtean ny m|di, and nune of Mm, 
Bright Cjrnosurato the Boreal polo 
Attractt the sailor's eye} 
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tJbe hflMfanl tigMd^ iBd ber g«idiilK«9> 
Vewnrit^ dieArowib The hen meat ifyma i^ 

That ev'ry warrior tbraugfa the lengtbUng file% 

Obierviiig nooe^ bvt tkoie befiive him plM^ 

ShaU watch their nMtioot, ud tiieir flept jmrmt. 

Nor ii th' important thicket Mxt tilte pan 

Fosi^t. Two thonMnd of th'*uniaortal guard 

That atadon seixe. Hu orders all perlbrm^^ 

CloK by the itandardheanumei fait pott. 

iDtrepid thenee he animates his flnends» 

'Heroic chieftains, whose mieonfuerU fhree 
Rebelhoas iBg7pt,and the Libyan felt, 
Think, what the splendour (rf* your former deoii 
From you exaets. Reniember,fi«n the great 
niastrious actioiis are a ddbt taflimew 
Mo middle path remuns fbr tiiem to tread, 
Whom she hadi once enndbled. Loltfaisday 
By trophies new will signalize your names^ 
Or in didionor will forever dood.* 

He said, and rigVoqs all to fight pvoeeed. 
As, when tempestnons Bums stems the weiglic 
Of western Neptune, struggling through the atniti 
Which bound Aleides* kbours.here the stoim 
With rapid wing r e y erbei n tes the tide; 
There the oonteoding smge withfkqpwwU tope 
To mountains swells, ani^ whelming b^ the beMh 
On either coast, impdls the hoary foam 
On Mauritanian and Iberian struids. 
Such is tilte dreadfbl onset. Persia keeps 
Her foremost ranks unbroken, which are flU!d 
By chosen wairiors; while tilte num*roiM croud, 
llioug^ still prondsenous pouring <Vom behind, 
Oive weight and pressure to th* embattled chiefly 
Despising danger. like tibe mural strength 
Of some proud dty, bulwariK^ round and arm^ 
With rising towYs to guard her wealthy storei^ 
ImmoT^tde, impcBCtrable Mood 





«ti»lippm, BWl the iddrd itimElE 



ftDinLACDDa*lk5D^»pnreiTinE90on 

It ttK lUiil DieiBMl ■Ulio'd. 

dm nniBiiidi Oe Spuun rniki 
lurelAck lAme pK«i. 3aoD,liedKia^ 
AlterieDc'd tbn in «ild piuiuh 
ik their vdei.' Tlwathetibai^reiKvv'. 

nuiKcrnuykld. The Pcniau itop. 
iDcmnMniiniilieiiiiiiicI thedonlit ' 
peet«d victorj'' Tlieir Aotb 
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Our bone, our dttriola tliuiid*ringr tm her phim. 
I lee herteui i to wrapt in Fenian firei.* 

He spake. In InnryVl violenee they rolt 
TuiDultuoosftrwaid. All in headlong paee 
Disjoiu Aeir oider,and the linedinoive. 
Tbu when the age Dienecesdeicriei, 
The Spartaiis imlt, retnming to the Aarge 
With ludden vigour. In a moment piercM 
By his resistless steel, Onmtes fiills 
Aiid quits tB^ iinpeiial baimer. This the cfuef 
In triumph waves. The spartons press the fbe. 
Close-WtidgM and square, in sIow,pn^;resriTe pace 
OV« ht-aps of mangled careases and arras 
Invincible they tread. Composing flutes 
Each tliought, each motion luirmonize. No rage 
Untunes th«ir souls. The phalanx yet more 
Of Medon fbllows; while the lighter bends 
Glide by tlie flanks, and reach the broken foe. 
Amid their lUght what vengeance fVoin the arm 
Of Alpheus fhlls? OVr all in swi{\ pursuit 
Was he reuownM. His active feet had matched 
'llie son of Feleus in the dusty course; 
I)ut now the wrongs, the longi^emcmberVl wrooga t 

Of Poljtionis animate his stnugth / 

'With ten fold vigour. like th' empurpled moon, 
Vr'hen in edipae her silver disk hath loat 
The wonted light, his buckler's polish'd ihce 
Is now obscurVI; the figure bosses drop 
In crimson, spouting fVotu his deadifVil strokes. 
As, when with horror winged, a whirlwind rends 
A shattered navy; from the ocean cast, 
Knormons fhigmcnts hide the level beach; 
Such AS dejected Persia late beheld 
On Thessaly*s unnavigaUe strand: 
Thus o'er the champain satraps lay bestrewn 
By Alpheus, persevering in pursuit 
Bevond the pass. Not Phoebns couM inflict 
Oil A'iobe mwe Tengeanec, Nvhten^incfeiuni 
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Sf her matenifli anogUBce, ^vUeh ledHt^ 

lAtona^s raee, he twaag'd hu ireftil bow. 

And one by cme from youth and beaoty hadU 

Her sons to Pluto; nor leverec pang* 

That mother felt, than pierced the gea^ttm irtd 

Of Hyperanthes, while his noblest frieoda 

On e¥^ry side bgr gas]Mng. With deqiaur 

He still contends. . IV immortals ftom their ttipl 

Bdiind th' entangling thicket next die pa« 

His signal rouses. £re tbey dear their way, 

Well-caution'd Medon from the dose defile 

Two thousand Locrians pours. An aspect new 

The fight assumes. Through implicated shrubs 

Confusion waves eadi banner. Falohiona, speacif 

And shields are all encumbered; till the Greeks 

Had fbrc*d a passage to the yielding foe. 

Then Medon*8 arm is felt. The dreadful hoax^ 

Wide-wasting onee the Caiydonian fidda, 

In fury brad^ing ftom his gloomy lair, 

RangM with -less havoc through unguarded folds^ 

llian Medon, sweeping down the glittering fitef, 

So vainly styPd inmiortal. From the cliff 

Divine Melissa, and Laconia^s king 

Enjoy the glories of Oileus* son* 

Fierce Alpheus too returning from his chaoe^ 

Joins in the slaughter. Ev'ry Persian &lls. 

To him the Locrian chief. *Brave Spartan, duniks. 
Through thee my purpose is accomplished fulL 
My phalanx here with levell'd rows of spears 
Shan guard the shattered bushes. C<mie what may 
From Asia's camp, th' assailant, flaidc and driven 
Down yonder slope, shall perish . Gods of Greece, 
Tou shall bdiold your fanes profusely decked 
In splendid offspring from barbarian spoils, 
Woo by your firee-bom supplicants this day.' 

This said, he forms his ra nks. Their thieaLtittSL-^'VRkVO!^ 
Gleam through the thicket, whence t\ifi Au^hoxm^^^ 
H 2 
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Avtnt tlieir siglic, Uke panengendianMiy^d, 
Who uii tlunr ouune by Nile^ paitnitous btnlit 
JX-scry in aioibuah oC |irrtidioufl reeds 
The vrooodile'k fell teeth. Cimtiguoiu lay 

llienuopybB. Dieneees seeurM 

Ilie uarrovr moolh. Two lines the SpwrtUM dbcuk^ 
(hie tow'rds the ptiin ofascrvM the Feniui camp; 
()oe, kd4iy A«is, fiw'd th' iiiterior pMi» 

Not >'et ditoourag^ Hypennthes striTtt 
lliescHtterVi host to rally. Heeshofts, 
HntreatSi atkugth indignant thtu exdaimSi^ 

'DegeiAate PerriflBsI to sqpulefand dust 
CouM breath retuvn, your fathers ftom the tomb 
Would uner groam. bglorious, do ye kafo 
Dehind yoa Fenia'^i ilaildard to adorn 
Sorue Grecian templef Can your splended ear% 
Vduptuous couches, and delicious boards. 
Your gold« your gems, ye satraps, be presenrM 
l)y cowardice and fligbtf The emmcli slave 
Will iGoru such lords, your women loath your beds.*'* 

Few hear him, fewer foHow; while the fight 
His uuabating courage ofk renews, 
\% oft npulsU -with dai^n till, by all 
IH-tt-rted mixing in the gen^raji rout, 
I W } it Ids to Autupe, and regaim the camp. 
Fii Uiort advances thu« the dying tide 
Ik-ats for awhile against the shelving strand^ 
Still by degrees retiring, and at last 
Witiiiji the boioin of the mun subsides. 

Though Ilypcranthes fh>m the fight was driv'H 
CloAe to the ii>ountain, wlrase indented side 
TlK're gave tlie widen'd pan an ample space 
Fur iiumbtrH to eiiilaittle, still his post 
Hold Jntaphemes ui:demi«th a cliff 
Aptimt the firm PUiKUk Upe nwaxa^^^ 
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bf diflVent diMiinii ^Plmiiiliegvdpk^roloiaid 

Peididan hcveinevitalile fhrnm, 

"Wlule diere,emiided lif B giofe of ipctn^ 

They ftand demtod hewtomte to Man. 

Now not a mameat^ intefffal &i^tty 

Their genVal doom; but down die MiImbi MBCp 

Prone are they hnrry^ to th* expmded ami 

Of horror, firing tnm the oozy deep, 

And grasping all their munhen, at they fldi 

The dire ooofiaioD Uke a itomn inrades 

The chafing tinge. Whole troops Bdlona nilla 

In one Tast ruin ftom due craggy ridge. 

O'er all thefaranm, tiKir emignt, deep^engnlph^ 

With U^eoOf roir ^ ^T«t fti:eTer do^ 



LEQNIDAS. 



BOOK IX. 



THE AKGUMENl'. 



Kigfat coming on, the GredaiM retire to thdrtentBi i 
guard 19 pfaieed on the Phoeian waH under the eoi 
inand of Agis. He admiti into the eamp a My, ai 
rompanied by a tingle tla^-e, and cowdac tt thai t 
Jifonidaf; yihea she diwo?en henelf to be Aritn 
sister of Xerxes and H jperanthes, and sues ibr A 
body of Terifaazus; which being found amod^ df 
blain, she kills henelf upon H. 1\e shiTC^ who atta 
ded her, proves to be Mydonu,.broAer to AlplKi 
anil Maron, andirfioWd been fbnneily carried IM 
captivity by a Phcnucian jrirate. He relMe 
before an assembly of the chiefs a mesMge flom D 
uiaratus to the Spwrfans, wUdi discloses the treadhi 
ry of the Thebans,and uf Epialtes, the Mafian,«fe 
had undertaken to lead part c£ the Peraaa am; 
through a pass among the mountains of Oeta. Thi 
information throws the council into a great tomul 
Mluch is pacified by Leonidas, who sends Alpheus ( 
observe the motions of these Fenoans, and Dieneec 
V ith a party of Lacedasmoniaiu to support the Vli 
cions, M'ith whom the defence of thi'se passages i 
the hills had been entrusted. In the mean time Agi 
scuds the bodies of Tcribazus and Ariana to the cam] 
of Xerxes. 




In MUe nuont qmnglHl a'er niili tur 
rke ui^ wnnVl her thnwo Un(ll<d 
neir uit, pH M Mcd toD^, the GrtIu fbi 

iVbo watEti th' UDcnuiiDiKriliorthcdl 

1%k ofi He wall, Lnmt Ihc lun nil. 
^Kili wiridi aeroiB xitae iiwliil4Tbtg:ba)' 
'nni Aua'i bint Ifac Tariuvi din ftmrtfi 

.Tbenbf ibcioiuxlur fouuiepi down ili^ 
tkimMhecaUinIoud. -Whai flvi ire U 
.Vhldl bcflt the cclniu^ partment oT tb4 
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The chief, descending, through th^ unfolded gftt« 
Upheld a flaming tonh. The Kght diados'd 
One first in tervUe garments* Near his ride 
A woman graeeful and maiestie stood. 
Not with an aspect rivalling the pow^r 
Of fatal Helen, or th* insnaring eharms 
Of lovers soft queen, but sueh, as fkr surpass*d, 
Whatever the lilly Uending with the rose. 
Spreads on the cheek of beauty soon to fkde; 
Such, as express^ a mind, by wisdom rul*d. 
By sweetness temperVl; yirtne^s purest ligltt 
Illumining the countenance divine: 
Tet could not soften rig'rous fate, nor chann 
Malignant fortune to revere the good; 
AVhich oft with anguish rends a spotless hear^ 
And ofl associates wisdom with despair. 
In courteous phrase began the chief hnmaiie» 

'E^salted fair, whoae form adorns the nigh{, 
Fotbear to hlame the vigibuioe of war. 
My slow compliance to the rigid laws 
Of Mars impute* In me no longer pause 
Shall fVom the pretence of our king withhold 
I his thy apparent dignity and wordk* 

Here ending, he conducts her. At the call 
Of his lov*d brother fVom his couch arose 
Leouidas. In wonder he surveyVI 
Th* illustrious virgin, whom his presence awU. 
Her eye submissive to the ground declined 
In veneration of the godlike man. 
His mien, his voice her anxious diead dispel. 
Benevolent and hospitable thus. 

*Thy looks, fair stranger, amiable and grea^ 
A mind delineate, which, from all. commands 
Supreme regard. Relate, thou noble dame. 
By what relentk»s destiny compeird, 
'niy tender feet the paths of dax>JLne&% \T<»i^\ 
/^eAt-arsc th' affliction), wlienwi th^ Nvrt.x»i xtvwaxu* 




If ■DtfnMunliapp)-, ndakmnr, 
That bop« ii i flUMvua blrlteit; 
If milt gi M l i ln l »rfidieJ naj i a e m 



Tfa^ aflKcttd Ariuk; and my pcij^ 
AeieplwiA^, mr my tnii diadabi 




OU I will IDS my Hm*!! wiU fbiliiil 
■ Mjfjmto 

OVnvtKlni^ by unpnA, wUlftom l^fln hxtrnq! 

1 



On AriiuH Hilufiimdfiiueja. 
' TlKKtt«letikoagln>L«Nu«uKnUU 

I >Suc4i iiT Ih; MmH^ O fiiiTTCr d«i, 

' UyerediuiiiiBDlaeiMie,' 'itienuMB 
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lliese bleedin g gditpi CT bear to Perna'» Icings 
lliou with four eaptivei^ whom I fiee ftom 

* Art thoQ • SpttlBivuiternnits die ifaive? 
Dost thou comrauid aietoiiecuni,«iid^]ie 
In dimet unUai^ by Hbcttf , or hnni 
Grant metoKeLeonidM. Alone 
Let him decide, if wretehed, Ml aeem, 
rl may not claim proteetkm from dm camp.* 



* Wlioe'er thon art,* rejoim the tMet, 
But not oHeaded, *diy ifjnoble garb 
ConceaPd a spirit, which I now revere* 
Thy oountenance demtads a IwCter lor, 
'iWi I, a stranger to thy hidden worth, 
Unconscioat oflRa^l. Freodom dweUi in Greee^ 
Humanity and .iostioe* Thou dialt Me 
Leonidas their guardian.* To the Idng 
Tic leads Lim stnugtat, proKnts faiat int 



<In mind superior to the baae attire, 
AVhich inaiks hit Kinbs with «hm)e, a itnuigcr cmni 
Who thy protoctioQ daims.' The ahrve subjuiiM. 

* I stand thy suppliant now. Thou soon shalt k 
If I deserre thy fkvor. I request 
To meet th* assembled ohieftiana of thi« host. 
Oh! I am tVaught with tidings, n-hidi import 
Hie weal of evVy Grecian. Agis swifV, 
Appointed by Leonidas, conreties 
The difTrent leaden. To the tent they speed. 
Before them ealPd, the stranger thus began. 

< O Alphens! Maran! Hitlier turn yoursvultt. 
And know yowr bratber.* Frora.tfaeir seats thfey it 
From either breaks in eestaey theaame 
Of Pulydorus. To his dear embrace 
SSach fondly strives to rush; bat he wtthstands: 
WhUe downlni 



a»6/^eeteAtjm,ia tardive bcn^ 

t Tife garta.dMlioaoring'littfoini. 

^ tlune — ec n tt , interninHI ¥rith gr«ui% 

igefomd, vUle nnite ■ttenttoo pa.%, 

I ffntdioaM kabtr^if dib onteppy 8l#lo 
rits your emfaraees.' llwn appraiehV 
as. ikfbre Um all recede. 
Jpheot VtU; and yields Us tarocher*k bnidf 
inhisoirn the regal boo pressU. 
sljdaras on his gloomy fbont 
nance stem toeoosolatlMi bdicf 
thus the king witk majesty benign. 

eT*r}' l*^rt is open to thy worOrf 

MIS fortune, and enfeebUng tinre 

iritade and grief w^ei-ely try 

U spirit. Try\t, b«t not sabdn\l, 

u appear. Whatever beour hit 

'*n> appointment. Fatienee beM beeomff 

dzen and aoidier. Leitfa^right 

nds and bKthren dlnipate thj' gfcxoi.* ' 

len the gentlest, Agis too advancM, 
ith increasM hiuuanity began* 

w in thy native liberty seeiBe, 
jn thy pa«'d affliction, attd rdate, 
:hance ratom thy merit to the annc 
uds and kindrtd.' Folydoras theu^ 

as a Spartan. 'When my tender prime 
ihciod bordered, inun Laeonia^ chores 
d by Phoeoieiaii pixates, I wa»soid 
*, by llyperanthes bought and giv*n 
ana. Omcious was her hand. 
«m«iuV a bondman, still estrangM 
Laeedaemoii. Uemaratusol^ 
nd}yaanow avoid my h>t<tevloc^ 
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N(»le»UiawBUMMBd ▼iftnemoanH 
XiOit to kk eonntxy Ib ft wnile couKt, 
The eenue Qr«oixiipcifaB; wbeve ui miilfli 
Are painted awy, m mtk rr j toad hme, 
WiUi nmkliiig mrfiee; where nk a m ■i iar r e 
ThediMohHeOTckBodutUK: fAsnthoMb 
PDiKMiBgftll, « m mmn h «ui beMow, 
Are far ken happy, thaa the meaneit heir 
To freedom, fhrmam pnvdingi than the ihife. 
Who serves their anni pride. Yet here the ma 
Ten times hb yearly ciiale hath icnew^ 
Since Polydoms hath in hondasc gmanVL 
My bloom is paasM, or, pini«r is despair. 
Untimely witherU I at hMt vetam 
A messenger offltfe, who tidingi bear 
Ofdewtetiao.' HeRhepans\iiiigaef 
4 Redoubled; when Leonidai. *Proeeed. 
Should fbom thy lips inevitable death 
To all be (hreatenSd, thou ait heard by none 
Whose dauntless bouts ean entertain a than g h^ 
ButhowtofalltheaableiL* Thnsthekiaff. 
The rest in tp ff f h lr si r i p f titafinn wait. 
6ndi was the solemn dknee, whieh oVrsptead 
llie shrine of Amman, ar Sodona*s shades, 
When anxious mortals ftwn tibe aonth of Jove 
Their doom ezplorU Not Polydorus losig 
Suspends tibe eoonsei, but resonathia tale. 



< As I this Bight aeeoinpanyU the stepk 
<y Ariana, near the pass we saw 
A restless form, now tnivening the way. 
Now, as a statue, xivetted by doubt, 
Then ou a sudden starting to roww 
An eager paee. As nener we ^nmoadi'd, 
HebythemoQD, iiriksdiglimnierUooourbea^ 
DesoryU us. Straight advaacii^, whither bent 
Our midnight coarse, he ad(^ I knew the voiee 
Of Demaratus. To my breast I ekspid 
i ibe reiieiahle «nle,nii TC^IyHL 



Laeonia^tcampweiedb DeBMnijioi 

Farewell. He wept. Be heavhi tliy goi^ke «I4 

Thrice happy FolydanM. Thtm again 

May^ visit Sputa, to tfaeK ejrea^feny^L 

Soon as arrivM at those tnamphant tents, 

Say to the Spartans ftom their eulVi kii^^ 

Althoagfa their blind eicdulity drpiTV 

Tiae wietdied Demantns of his home; 

Ptom eT*ry joy secluded, fiom his wift^ 

His oflipring torn, his eooiitryreen and friends^ 

ffini from his Tirtoe they oouldneVr divide. 

Say, that evhi here, whore all aie kings, or liivei^ 

Amid the riot of flagitioos courts 

Not quite extinct his Spartan spirit glows, 

Though griefhathdiromMiu fires. Remeinb^iingthis, 

Report, that Jiewly to the Persian host 

RetumM a Malian, Kpialtes namM, 

"Who, as a spy, the Grecian tents had sought. 

He to the monarch magnify \1 his art, 

"Which by delusive doquencc had wrought. 

lite- Greeks to such despair; that ev*ry band 

To Persia^ sovereign standard would have bow^ 

Had not the spirit of a single ehki; 

By ftar uncoiquer^ and on death lesolv^ 

BestorVi thdr valor: tberdbie would the king 

Trust to his guidance a selected force, 

lliey soon shall pierce th' unguarded bounds ofOieete 

'lIuouG^ a neglected aperture above. 

Where no Leonidas diould bar dieir way. 

* Meantime by him the treadi'roas Tbdians sent 
Assurance of their aid. Th'assentit^^paBce 

I At once decreed two rajrriads to advance 
With Hyperanthes. Ev'ry lord besides, 

\ Whom youth, or courage, or ambiikin wara^ 
RoosM hy the traiKur's eloquence, attend 

I From all the nations with a rival zeal 
To enter Greece the foremost.* In a sigh 
He ckM^— like me. Tremendous from hit seat 
I Up rose Diomedon. Hit eyes wexeQuMa. 
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When twin on tgwnMhi g Amnnder hnlsp 
TheaAucAil aeMOto fhm his Ihriil Upfc 

* Yet ere wc ftll, O tmitor, ihBlldiitanii 
To hell's avenginfir furies «iuk thy head.* 

All now u torouh. £T*ry boioin iwdk 
With wrath imta mM and Tengeuwe. Half i i nA Pill i' 
'jrh* impetuous faldiion ot'Phrtcea temca. 
But, as the Cdchian soreerat, renown'd 
In legends oU,. or Circe, when they ftmmM 
A potent spell, so smoothncn charniM tbeoMOT^ 
And lullM jEoliaii raG^ by inystie song; 
Till not a billow heavM against the than, 
"Sar ev*n the wwiton^inged zephyr breathM 
'Hie lightest whisper through the uiagrie ain 
So, when thy voice, Leouidas, is heard, 
Confusion listens; ire in silent awe 
Suluides. * Withhold this rashness,' eriea tba kia|^ 
*To proof of guilt let punishmtrnt succeed. 
Not yet Barbarian shouts our canpalarnw 
We still have time for vengeance, tiine io know, 
If menaced ruin we niay yet lepel, 
Or how iDOst glorious [lerish.' Next arose 
Dioueces, and thus th'expeneuc^dman. 

•Ere they sarmouut our fenon, XenuV troo|^ 
Mu»t Itarn to conquer, and the Greeks to tly. 
'1 hu s][iears of Pbocis guard that secret pass. . 
'i'o them let uuuiit jnessengf rs dtpurt. 
And uote the hostikrptugn-ss.' Alpheus here. . 

*lAOiiidas, behuk*, tnx willing feet 
ShHll to the Phocians btrar thy high conunandu; 
Shall eluub Uic hill to waich th' apjuvaching fbe.' 

*'rhou active son of valour,' quick returns 
The chiffof LucidiejiiiMi, nn my tliought* • 
For enT present, wheu the ^bli» vivaL 
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tptatf the iwift,the Tigibnt and boU. 
, cliinb, siiniiount the roek^ aerial height* 
lerve ^ hostile march. A Spartan baud, 
ineces, provide. Thyself ooodiict 
eir speedy suooour to oar Phociaji ftiendi.' 

rhe eoanei! rises. For this course preparV, 

bile day, decliiiing^, prompts his eager ftet, 

Polydonis,* Alj^heus thas in haste, 

iDg lost, and late recoverM, we roost part 

aiu, perhaps for ever. Thoa return 

I kiss the saered soil, whidi gave thee fairtb^ 

id calls thee back to fteedom. Brother dear, 

houM have sighs to give thee-4>nt farewell. 

f country chides me, loit'ring in thy arms.* 

lliis said, he darts along, nor looks bdiind, 
hen Polydorus answars. * Al^ieus, no. 
ave the marks of bondage to erase. 
f bk)od must wash the shamefVil stain away.* 

We haye a firther,' Maran interpose 
hy unexpected presence will revive 
s heavy age, now childless and forkim.* 

To him the biother with a gkMsny ftown. 

I shouM I cotiifort others. View these eyes. 

tint is their light; and vanishM was my bloom 

rfbre its hour of ripeness. In my breast 

rief will retain a mansi«m, nor by time 

: dinpossessHL Unceasing shall my soul 

twd o'er the black reroembranee of my youth, 

slavery exhausted. Life to me 

ftih kMt its savour.' Then in sulten woe 

b head, declines. His brother pleads in vain* 

Now in his view Weneces appearM 
ith Sparta'f band. ImoMvcable his eyei . 
1 dKm he fix'd, levolvlDg these daikiikavijBAk. 
T 
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1 too like tbem from Lftoedttmontprinif, 
Xike them instructed ouce to poise the spear. 
To lift the ponderous shield. Ul destinM wieCcU 
Thy ami is g^rown ^nervate, and would sink 
Beneath a iNickler^ weight. MaKpumt fates! 
Wholiave eompelPd my free bom hand to ohange 
I'he waiiior*s arms for ignominious bonds; 
"Would yuu-compensate for my chains, my duuae, 
My ten years anguish, and the fell despair, 
'Which on my youth haveprey^d; relenting onee, 
Gmnt, I may bear my buckler to the field. 
And, known a Spartan, seek die shades bdow.* 

*V^y to-be known a Spartan must thou weA 
The slttdes bek>wr Impatient Maron spake, 
'Lire, and be known a Spartan by thy deeds, 
lave, and wuoy thy dignity of birth. 
IJveand perform die duties, which beeome 
A citizen of Sparta. Still thy brow 
Frowns ^kmrny, still uayieldiiig. He, who Jeadi 
Our bond, all fathers of a noble race. 
Will ne'er permit thy barren day to dose 
IITithouc an offspring to uphold Jthe state.' 

*He will, replies tlie brother in a glow, 
Pre>-ailiiig oVr the paleness of his cheek, 
Ife will ptrtnit roe to compleat by death 
'ilie measure of my duty; will permit 
Me to achieve.a service, which no hand 
But mine can render, to adoni his fall 
With double lustre, strike the barbVous foe 
With eikUess ti'rror.iiiid avenge the shame 
Ofan enslaved Lacouiaiu* Cloanghere 
His words mysterious, quick he tumM away 
T-o find the tent o£ Agis. 'Iliere his hand 
In graterul sorrow miuister'd her aid; 
While the humane, the htwpitable care 
Of Agis gentlj" hy her lover's corse 
On cne Jiad bier the pallid beautks laid 
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fM" Ariana. Re fkan bondage teeei 

Four eastern captives, ^liora his genVoas ahn 

That day had spar'd in battle; then began 

This solemn charge. 'You Persians, whom my sMrol4 

AcquirM in war, nnransom^d, riiall depart. 

To you I render fireedom, which you sought 

To wrest from me. One recompence I ask. 

And one alone. Transport to Asia's camp 

This bleedingprincess. Bid the Persian king 

Weep o'er this flow'r, untimely cut in hlooni. 

Then say. th* all^judging pow'rs have thus ordained. 

Thou, whose ambition o'er the groaning eartfar 

Leads desolation; o^er the nations spreads 

Calamity and tears; thou first shalt mourn. 

And through thy house destruction first shall range.' 

Dismiss'd, they gain the rampart, where on itmid 
"Was Dithyrambus posted. He perceiv'd 
The mournful bier approach. To him the fate 
Of Ariana was already told. 
He met the captives, with a moisten'd eye, 
Full bent on Terizabus, sighM and spake. 

K) that, assmning with those Grecian arms 
A Grecian spirit, thou in scoru hadst lookM 
On princes! Worth like thine, from slavish eourO 
Withdrawn, had ne'er been wasted to support 
A king's injustice, llien a gentler lot 
Had bless'd thy life, or, dying, thou hadst known^ 
How sweet is death for liberty. A Greek 
Affords tliese friendly wishes, though his head 
Had lost their honors, gathered from thy fall. 
When fortune favor'd, or propitious Jove 
Smil'd on the better cause. Ill fated pair, 
Whom in compassion's purest dew 1 lave. 
But that my hand iiifix'd the deathful wound. 
And must be grievous to your loathing sliades, 
From all the neighboring valleys wouldlcuU 
Tlieir fairest gmwih to stiev yo\Lt\»«3nft vtcCbl^bsvP^^ 
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lisia ill tlu- te:iij)lo, si'.d net iv<'> JVo; 

int. llif^fiin', that tlir Pcisiaiis \\» it i« 

•sio" oftlu- !ij)p. I- Straits, wliicli liad b( 

h} tilt' PI,i,ti;UiS. M. lilu-'iis I'liiii^s I 

litilatJici's (lentil. SIk* itiktl> crijoii 

to pn>ATvc his life by a tiMK.!} ntrc-. 

nieuils thu eiiforcenient of htr advice ti 

aud zeal of Mdiboeui. In the luoriui 

•f Teribazus and Ariana are brought 

sence of Xerxes, soon after a report ha 

miup, that great part of his navy wai 

Tlic Persian nionarch, quite dispirited 

by Argcstes to seud au ambassaUoi- to 

king. Argestes himself is deputed, 

vtaling his emha8S> in secret to Looni 

led iM'fore the ^hole army, and there rt 

•wcr. Alpheus nturus, and declart*s tl 

was master of the passages in the hills, ; 

riveat Thermopylae the next morning 

I^iidas ofR>rs to send away all the t 

his three huiMlrcd Spartans; but Dioir 

philus, Dithyrambus and Mtgisfias reft 

then to relieve the perplexity of Medor, 




M. HB Crrcian )«dm, rivm the coancil tit (>,. 
Jliiune tlw trDi^4 dUpe^fin^^ by tbUr *ord^ 
ThdrlookiuijdaurlHl, WBrm the polJeit hisrt 

Ton, vho-hive Ken my fatbrr in Uw tteU 

Hire raiiM flTjh lrop»iie>, be pirpM"!!. Ifbelit 

To Twigv flm a[p»\L Vniar UHderit fboe. 
Tour l^oddenei, ymr primtM half ■dor'd. 
The dmiBliter of Oilsiii, from your iwnnb 



Whm Mycon, ifamraiBilofihefano 

Of Malonilopp'd.iuid Ihuv 'Thyinweiic*, lortj 
The prUitEB nlli. To LacFda^ii»n'> king 
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He quitt tke ehief, ifhfme rapid feet tseenO, 
Soon ent'riog^, where tbe pedeital displays 
Tby form, Calliope aiib&ne. The lyre, 
IVhoie accents immortality confer, 
Thy fingers seem to wake. On eidier side, 
The SD0M7 gloss of Parian marble shews 
Pbur of thy sisters through surrounding shade. 
Before each image is a virpn phicVL 
Before each virgin dimly bums a bmp, 
"Whose livid spires just temper with a gleam 
Tbe dread obscurity of night. Apart 
The priestess thou^tful sits. Thus Medoo faieiki 
The solemn silence. ^Anxious for thy fate 
Without a sununons to thy pure abode 
1 was approaching. Deities, who know 
The present. patsU and f\iture, let my lips, 
UnblaraM, have utterance. Thou, my sister, hear. 
Thy breast let wisdom strengthen. Impious foes 
I'hrough Oeta now are passing. ^— She replies. 

*Are passing, brother! The}- alasl are pass^ 
Are in possession of the upper Streight. 
Hear in thy turn. A dire narration hear. 
A favor*d goat, conductor of my herd, 
Strayed to a dale, whose outlet is the post 
To PhocianslefLand penetrates to Greece. 
Him Mycon following, by a hostile baiHl, 
Ijght artai^d, forerunners of a numerous host, 
Was seized. By fear of raenae'd torments forc^ 
He shew'd a passage up that raonntaiifs side. 
Whose length of wood o*ershades the Fhocian luA 
To dry and sapless trunks in di (Trent parts 
Fire, by the Persians artfully applyM, 
Soon grew to flames. This done, the troop retani*d« 
Detaining Mycon. Now the mountain blazed. 
The PhocianSfill'Oommanded, left their post. 
Alarmed, oouftisM. More distant ground they chose. 
In blind delusion forming there, they spread 
m^ir iueffectual banners to repel 




aM peril fW»n those fraodful lights, 
itagem prepared. A tealYoe 
ime secured the undefended pass, 
lyoon saw. Escaping thence to roe, 
my orders hastens to inform 
las.* She paiu'd. Like one, who se^s 
irked lightening into shiyers rire 
:ted oak, or crumble tow'rs to dust, 
t was MedoD; then, reooy^ra^, spake*' 

>a boasted glory of th* Oilean house, 

thy brother bowVi in rev'rence due 

)r superior virtues, let his yoice 

Mr regarded. From th' endanget'd fane, 

ter, fly. Whatever be my lot, 

p select of Locrians shall transport 

acred person, where thy will ordains.* 

ink not ofroe,'' returns the dame. ^Tq Greece 
: thy zeiX. My peasants are convened, 
by their labour, when the fatal hour 
ires, with massy fragments I may bar 
cave to human entrance. Best beloy^d 
ithers, now a serious ear incline. 
le in Greece to fortune's wanton gale 
)lden banner shall the Persian king, 
led, wave. Leomdas, by death 
rving Spa^. will his spirit leave 
Mt the glitt*ring pageant. Medon, live 
are that glory. Thee to perish here 
w, no oracle enjmns. To die, 
U'd, i) blamefuL Let thy pious hand 
« Oileus fVom barbarian force. 
perta raiudfiil of her noble host 
ist Tiis rev'rend head. Th' assembled hinds, 
lis, maidens, wives with nurselings at their breasts. 
nd her now in consternation stood, 
iromeii weeping, mute, aghast the men. 
lem she ftims. You never, futHol t«c^ 
12 
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Tout priestess abaU ftmake. Mdisaa here. 

Despairing never of the public weal. 

For better days in solitude shall wait^ 

Shall cheer your sadness. My pn^hetie soul 

Sees through timers cloud the liberty of Greeofi 

More stable, more elfblg«ent. In his blood 

Leonidas cements th^ unshaken base 

Of that strong tow'r, which Athens sfaaU exalt 

To cast a shadow o'er the eastern worid.' 

This uttered, tow'rd the temple's inmost seat 
Of sanctity her solemn step she bends, 
Devout, enraptured. In their darkening larapa 
The pallid tiames are fainting. Dim through : 
The mormiig peeps. An awful silence reigns. 
While Medon pensive from the fone descends^ 
But instant reappean. Behind him close 
Treads Melibceus, through the cavern's mouth 
Ascending jmle in aspect, not unlike 
What itgt'iids telJ of spectres, by the force 
Of necromantic sorcery ooustrain'd; 
Through earths dark howels, which the speU di^oii^^ 
They fh)m death''s mansion in reluctant slodi 
Rose to diviilgi' thi-- secrets of their graves, 
Or mysteries of fate. His cheerfbl brow, 
Overclouded, paleness on his healthful cbo^, 
A dull, unwonted heaviness of pace 
Pwteud disast*rous tidings. Medon spake— 

'Turn, holy sister. By the gods belovid, 
May they sustain thee in this mournful hour. 
Our father, good Oileus is no more. 
Belu^arse thy tidings, swain.* He takes the wotd, 

*Thou wast not present, when his mind, ontstretoh^i 
By zeal for Greece, transported by his joy 
To entertain Leouidas, xef\is'd 
Due rest. Old age his ardour had forgot, 
To his lait vakingnrame&t with his %fjea 
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In nptVoui talk redimdaiit. He at kit, 
ConipmVi and siuiling in th' embrace of sleep, 
To Pan*s proteetMMi at the island fane 
Was left. He wak'd no more. The fatal newi. 
To you discovered, from the diiefs I hide.' 

Melissa heard, incUn^ her fordiead low 
Before th* insculpturM ddties. A sigh 
Broke IWmi her heart, these accents from her lipt— 

*He foO of days and hmrars through the gate 
Of painless slumber is nrtir'd. His tomb 
ShaU stand among his fathers in the shade 
Of his OH u trophies. Placid were his days. 
Which flowed through Uessiiigs. Aa a river pure, 
Whose sides are flow'ry, and whose meadows fair, 
Meets in his course a subterranean void ; 
There dips his silver head, again to rise. 
And. rising, glide through flow'rs and meadows self; 
So shall Oileus in those happier fields. 
Where never tempests roar, nor humid clouds 
In mists dissolve, nor white4escending flakes 
Of nvinter violate th^ eternal green; 
Where never gloom of trouble shades the mind, 
Nor gust of passion heaves the quiet breast. 
Nor dews of grief are sprinkled. Thou art gone, 
Host of divine Leonidas on earth, 
Art gone before him to prepare the feast. 
Immortalizing virtue.' Silent here, 
Around her h«id she wraps her hallow'd palL 
Her prudent virgins interpose a hymn. 
Not in a plaintive, but majestic flow. 
To whidi their fingers, sweeping o*er the diordf) 
The lyre's full tone attemper. She unveils, 
Then with a voioe, a countenance compos^l— 

*Go, Medon, pilhir of th' Oilean house. 
New cares, new duties claim thy precious Ufisk 
Perform the pious obsequies. Let tean, 
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J.^t groans be absent fnmi the manA dtttt> 
Wbich hcay'n in life ao favorM, more in deatOL 
A term of righteous days, an envyHl am 
Like his^ for Medon is MeKssa*s pniy*r. 
'I'hou, MelibGeus, cordial, hig^ in rank 
Among the prudent, 'vrarn and H-atch thy lord: 
!My benediction shall re^-ard thy zea)** 

' SoothM by theldesangs of such pevftct Up% 
They both depart. And now the climbing sun 
To Xerxes' tent discovered from afor 
The Persian captives with their mournful load* 
Before them rumour through her sable trump 
Breathes lamentation. Hon\>r lends his voice 
To ipread the tidings of disastrous fate 
Along Spercheos. As a vapour black, 
IVhicb, from the distant, hwizoutal verge 
Ascending, nearer still and nearer bends 
To higher lands its progress, there condensed, 
Throws darkness o'er the valleys, while the fate 
Of nature saddens round; so step by step, 
In motion slow th' advancing bier diffusM 
A solemn s:)dnes9 o'er the camp. A hedge 
Of trembling spears on either hand is f<Nrni'd» 
'I'enrs uuderueath his iron-pointtd cone 
The Saciaii drops. I'he Caspian savage feeb 
His heart transpiei-c^d, and wonders at the pain. 
In Xerxes* presence are the bodies plac'd, 
Nor he furbids. His agitat(d bnast 
AH night had weigh'd against hb future hopes 
His present losses his defeati-d ranks. 
By myriads thinn'd, their multitwle abash'd, 
His fleet Uiricc worsted, torn by storms, reducM 
To half its number. When he slept, in drtams 
He saw the haggard dead, which floated round 
Th' adjoining strands. Disasters new their ghosts 
In sullen frowns, in sthrill upbradii.gs bode. 
Thus, ere tlie gory bier approach'd his e}*^ 
Ub in dejecdon joA t^xKoAy lost 
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Km kingly pride, the parent of disdaiii, 
And cold indlHereDce to human woes. 
Not ev'n beside his sister's nobler corse 
Her humble lover could awake his scorn. 
The captive* told their piercing tale. He heanf; 
He felt aM hile compassion. But ere long * 

Those traces vanished from the tyrant's breaiC 
His former gloom redoubles. For himself 
His anxious bosom heaves, oppressed by fear, 
Lest he with all his splendour should be cast 
A prey to fortune. Thoughtful near the throif» 
lAconia's exile waits, to whom the king— 

'O I>emaratus, what will fate onlainf 
ImI fortune turns against me. What shall check 
Herfuilher malice, when her daring stride 
Invades my house with ravage, and profanes 
The blood of great Darius. 1 have sent 
Froiu my unguarded side the chosen band. 
My bravest chiefs to pass the desert hill; 
Have to the conduct of a Malian spy 
My hopes entrusted. May not there the GreeKs, 
In opposition more tremendous still , 
More ruinous, than yester sun beheld, 
Maintain their post invincible, renew 
Their stony thunder in augmented rage, 
And send wliole quanies down the craggy steeps 
Aguin to crush my army? Ohl luifold 
1 hy secret thoughts, nor hide the harshest truth. 
Say, what remains to hope ? The exile here>- 

»Too well, O monarch, do thy fears presage, 
What may befall thy army. If the Greeks, 
Arrang'd within Tliermopyla, a pass * 

Accessible and practic'd, could repel 
With such destruction their unnumbered (b&ii 
What scenes of havoc may untrodden pathi^ 
Confin'd among the craggy hills, afford? 
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Lost in desp^r. the monarch silent sat. 
Not K'8!» uuiiiaunM. than Xerxt's, Trom his fdae 
Uprose Argt>stes; but cuneealiiig fear, 
These artful wordi deliver'd— *If the king 
Propitious wills to spare his faithfiil bands, 
Nor spread at large the terrors of his pow^ 
More gentle means of conquest, than by anq^ 
Nor h 88 «>eure niay artifice supply. 
RenuwiiM Darius, thy inunortal sire 
Bricfht ill the spoil of kingdoms, long in vain 
II11' fu'lrUof proud Euphrates with his host 
OVrspivad. At length, confiding in the wilei 
Of Zojtyriis, the mighty prince subdu'd 
The Babylonian ramparts. Who shall cotmt 
The thrones and states, by stratagem o^ertum^d? 
f {ut if corruption join her powerful aid, 
Not one can stand. What race of men poMess 
That probity, that wisdom, which the veil 
Of cruft shall nerer blind, nor profier'd wealdi, 
Nor splendid pow*r seduce? O Xerxes, bom 
To more, than mortal greatness, canst thou find 
Throuj^ th> unbounded sway no dazzling gift, 
AVhich may allure Leonidas? Dispel 
'llie cloud of sadness from those sacred eyes. 
Great monarch. pruHler to Laconia^ diief, 
"What :nay thy own magnificence declare, 
And win his friendship. 0*er his native Greece 
Invest him sovereign. Thus piocure his swmd 
For thy succeeding conquests. Xerxes here, 
As fhjm a trance awak'ning, swift rejilies* 

'Wise are thy dictates. Fly to Sparta's chief. 
Argestes, fall before him. Bid him join 
<My amis, and reign oVr ev'ry Grecian state.' 

He scarce had fiitish'd, when in haste approach 
Artuchus. Startled at the ghastly stage 
Of death, that guardian of the Persian fair 
llius in a groan.— 'Thou deity malign, 
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O Aiimaniai, what a bitter dmug^t 
Tor my sad lips thy cruelty hath inix'dJ 
Is this the flowV ok' woman, to ray charge 
So lately giv'n? Obi priucess, I have raog^ 
The whole Sperchean ralley, woods and earef 
In quest of thee, found hen* a lifeless corse. 
Astonishment and hwror lock my tongue.* 

Pride now, reviving in the monarches breaigi; 
Dispell^ his black despondency awhile, 
With gall more black effiicing fVom his heart 
JGach merdfal impression. Stem he spake.— 

'Remove her, satrap, to the female tndii; 
Let them the due solemnities perform. 
But never she, by Mithra*s light I swear, 
Shall sleep in Susa with her kindred dust; 
"Who by ignoble passions hath debasM 
Tlie blood of Xerxes. Greece beheld her shamQ 
Let Greece behold her tomb. The low4iom sfan^, 
Who dar'd to Xerxes' sister lift his hope^ 
On some bare crag expose.' Hie Spartan here — 

<My royal patron, let me speak— and die, 
If such thy will. This cold, disfigured clay 
Was late tiiy soldier, gallantly who fougfa^ 
Who nobly perishVl, long the dearest ftiend 
Of Hyperanthcs, hazarding his life 
)7ow in thy cause. O'er Persians thou dost reign; 
NoDe more, than Persians, venorate the brave.' 

* Wen hath he spoke,' Artochns firm m^^^oami 
*But if the king his rigour will inflict 
'On this dead warrior— Heav*n, o'erkmk the dee^t 
Nor on our heads accumulate fiesh woes! 
The sbatter'd fleet, th' intimidated camp^ 
The band select, through Oeta's dang'rous wfldl 
At this dread erisis struggling, must obtain 
S^portfimn Iwar'BfOr A«i|'^ ^Ikry fUSa^ 



^^.;,'xsus, parte*! from his master's « 
Ascviuls a car; mid, speeding- .)Vr tlu- 
*iifs An«M.)isia. Slit- tfu- ashes jiale 
or sla..;;:.t(r\l Caiiani. on tho pvn- c 
U:«<« then colJictijig for the fiin'ral vj 
In fxoJarnaiion tlujs. ' My subjects, 1. 
On «irth, de«cend to happier climes b 
Th. fawmiig, dastard cwinsellon, wh< 
\om worth deserted in the hour of n< 
»toy idtes disfigure, may the wolf dev 
Shade of my hushtnd, thou salute in 
lT»ese galhint warriors, faithful once 
Nor less to ,ne. They tidings will pep 
«r Artemisia to rt vive Uij lo\c— 
Jfay wretches like Argestes iwver dasi 
Tli«r wives, their ofRpring! Never g« 
Alay their unbury'd Uiuhs disuuss iheii 
1 o waU for ever on the banks of Stj xi 

Then, turning towVd her son. •Con: 
I-ot us transport these reKquesof ourf 
To >x,n ull bark, in pendent sable dad 

s^' ^"^ ^^^ ^ ^*^'d to return. 
Shall in paternal !«««.. . » 
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^iUevertrioMlk T<ta u yM«lai^|oyt 
Herownpicage^ tfcatdettiByrpienra 

Au hour for my revenge.* Cundnding here, 

She gains die fleet. Ai^;eiCes sweeps akng 

On rapid wheeb fvom Arteniitia^ view, 

Like Nig:bt, protectress foul of heinous deeds, 

"With treason, rape and murder at her hed. 

Before the eye of mom retreating swift 

To hide her loathsome visage. Soon be readi^ 

Thermopylse; descending from his ear, 

Was led by I>ith3fTambus to the tent 

Of Sparta*s ruler. Sinee the firtal news 

By Myeoo ktefdeKverV], he apart 

With Pol}'doras had eonsulted kmg 

On high attempts; and, now sequester^ sat 

To ruminate on vengeance. At his ftet 

Prone feU the satiap, and began. 'The win 

Of Xerus bends me i»rostrBte to the earth 

BcArc thy presence. Great and matchless efaie^ 

Thus says the hnd of Asia. Join my arro^ 

Thy recompense is Greeee. Her fruitfbl pfauns^ 

Her genVous steeds, her flodcs, her numerous towing 

Her sons 1 render to thy sov*reig^ hand. 

And, O illustrious warrior heed my words. 

Think on the bliss of royalty, the pomp 

Of courts, their endless pleasures, trainsof slavei, 

Who restless watdi for thee, and thy deUg^its: 

rhink on the glories of unrivalled sway. 

joak on th' Ionic, on th' ^Mian Greeks. 

*rom th<>m their {Aantom liberty is flown; 

Hiile in t*aeh province, ndsVi by Xerxes* powhr, 

une favor'd chief presides; exalted state, 

;*cr giv'n by envious fVeedoro. On hi» beai 

' bears the gorgeous diadem; he sees 

I equals onec in adoration stoop 

leath his footstool. ^Vhat superior beams 

1 from thy temples blaze, when gen'ml Greeee, 

toblest states abounding, calls thee lord, 

e only worthy. How wiU etch lej^me 
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Around thy throne, and hail th' awpieioiu day; 
'When thou, distinguish'd by the Fenian king^ 
Didst in thy sway consenting nations hkas, 
Didst calm the fnry of onsparing war, 
Which else had delug\l all with bkiod and flaoM.' 

Leonidas replies not, but commandf 
The Thespian youth, still watchful near die tei^ 
To summon all the Grecians^ He obeys. 
The king uprises ftom his seat, and bids 
The Persian follow. He, amazVI, attends. 
Surrounded soon by each assembling band; 
"When thus at length the godlike Spartan spake. 

*Here, Persian, tell thy embassy. Repeal^ 
That to obtain my friendship Asia's prince 
To me hath profR;r*d sovereignty o*er Greece.' 
llien view these bands whose valour shall poeaerve 
That Greece unoonquer\l, which your king bestov^ 
Shall strew your bodies on her crimsonM phdni: 
The indignation, painted on their looks, 
'llMrir gen^fWM scorn may answer for their efaicfi 
Yet from Leonidas, thou wretch, inurU 
'lo vaualage and baseness, hear. The pomp. 
The arts of pleastue in despotic courts 
I spurn abhorrent. In a spotless heart 
I look for pleasure. I fVom righteous deeds 
Deri^-e my splendour. No adoring croud, ■ 
Mo purpl«l slaves, no mercenary spears 
My state embarrass. I in Sparta rule 
By laws my rulers; with a guard imknowa 
To Xerxes, public confidence and love. 
No pale suspicion of th'empoisonM bowl, 
'111* assassin's poniaad, or providcM revolt 
Chaoe fhmi my decent couch the peaee, deny^d 
To his resplendent cant^y. Thy king, 
Vfha hath profau^ by proflTerM bribes my car, 
Dares not to meet my arm. Thee, trembling ilive, 
IVhose embassy was treason, 1 despise^ 



■ Oar miurble tempiea these faafterians wa<t^, 
crime Itrss iuipioas, than a bare attempt 
r'lacrilege od virtue. Grant oiy suit, 
htou living teniplf, Urhere the goddess dwelb: 
c» me CMwigD the caitiK Soon the winds 
lail parch his liuibs on Oeta's tallest pine.* 

Amidst his Airy suddenly returned 

lie speed of Alpbcus. AU, suspended, fix'A 

Q huu their eyes, impatient. He began 

*I am retumVl a raessei^r of ill. 

to the passage, opening into Greece, 
post eoDunitted to the Phocian guard, 
'^eriiangs a bushy cliff. A station there 
idiind the shrubs by dtad «f night I took, 
iKNigh not in davkntss. Purple was the face 
>f beav'n. Beneath my feet the valleys glowVl* 
V range immense of wood-invested lulls, 
.lie b^mdaiies of Greece, were clad in flames; 
in act of froward chance, or crafty foes 
To cast dismay. 'Ihe ciackling pines I heard; 
rheir branches sparkled, and the thickets blazVL 
n hillocks embers rose. Embody^ fire, 
is from unnumber*d furnaces, I saw 
Mount high through vacant trunks of headless oaks, 
koad basM, and dry with age. Barbarian hehns, 
ihteld^ javelins, sabres, gleaming from below, 
'uU koon discovert to my tortured sight 
rhe straits in Persia's powV. I'he Phocian ehief^ 
Whm.U.-'tx the cause, relinquishing his post, 
MTas to a neighbViiig eminence removed; 
ll>ere,by the foe neglected, or eMiteran''d, 
EleinainM in amu, and neither fled, nor fought. 
[ staid for day q>ring. Then the Persian mov'd>. 
To-morrow's sun will see their nvuubers bei'e.* 

He said no more. Unutterable fear 
lb nknoe wngt the Ust'uiDg ctoud, 
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Aghast, oonibaDded. Silent are tlie «bid^ • 1 

>Vbo feel no terror; yet in wonder fix'd, * 

Thick-wedg'd, inelose Leomdasaroan^ • 

Who thus in calmeit elocotian spake. • 

a now hehxHA the oracle falfillVL 
Then art thou near, thou glorious, sacred hour, 
Which shalt my country's liberty secure. 
Thrice haill thoa sderou period, lliee the 
t)f virtue, fame and fireedom shall proelaim. 
Shall celebrate in ages yet unborn. 
Thou godlike orfspring of a godlike sire. 
To him my kindest greetings, Miidon, be«r. 
Farewell, Megistias. holy friend and brave. 
Thou too, experience, venerable chief, 
I>emo^ilus,fiireweIl. Farewell to thee. 
Invincible Dioroedon, to thee, 
Unequaira Dithyrambus,and to all, 
Ye other dauntless warriors, who may elaiiii 
Praise fhnn my lips, and friendship from my 
Tou after all the wonders, which your iwoids 
Have here aeeom^ish'd, will enrich your ramn 
By fVesii renown. Tour valour must compkme^ 
What ours begins. Here first th* astonidiM f«e 
On dying Spartans shall with terror gaze, 
And tremble, while he conquers. Then, by Arte 
Led from his dreadfVil victory to meet 
United Greece in phalanx o'er the i^in, 
By your avenging spears himself shall faU.* 

ForUi from the assembly strides Plataea's chiefs 
'By the twelve gods, enthroned in heav'u snprem^ 
By my fair name, unsullyM )'et,I swear, 
Thine eye, Leonidas, shall neVr behold 
Diomedon forsake thee. First let s t r eng th 
Dest.-rt uiy limbsk and fortitude my heart. 
Did I not face the Marethonian war? 
Have I not seen Mi* <-inopyl;e? V\ hat more 
C«Dfamebf»toW|>MhJkdii libouUL wait to shai«? 
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Wliere ean I, tiving, purdiue brifi^ter ^nuse, 
Klum dj'ing here? What more illustrious tomb 
9Bm I obtain, than, buiyd in the heaps 
Ite Persians, faU*D my victims, ou this rode 
Volie distin^ish'd by a thousand wounds?^ 

He ended; vrhen Demophilas. K> king 
V!>f Laeed8eiQ0D,pride of human race, 
'^^Vhom Dme e*er equall'd, but the seed of Joive, 
"lly own forefather, numbered ynith the gods, 
"SjA I am oUL With fah*riug steps I tread 
'Tllie prone descent of years. My country claimVI 
3f y youth, my ripeness. Feeble age but yieldi 
.An empty name of service. What remains 
I^me unequal to the winged speed 
Of active boon, which court the swift and yoonc^ 
Whateligible wish can wisdom form, 
But to die well? Demopfailus shall dose 
With thee, O hero, on this glorious eardi 
His eve of life.' The youth of Fbespia next> 
liiddrewHLeouidas. *0 first of Greeks, 
lie too think worthy to attend thy fame 
- With this most dear, this venerable man, 
> Torever bonorM from my tend'rest age^ 
jXv^ tin en Uffe'i extremity we part. 
* Ver too aspiring let my hopes be deemhlf 
I ShouU the Bartnrian in his triumph marie 
I Ify youthflil limbs auHMig the gmy heaps, 
tFEsbaps remembrance may unuerve his arm 
I Id future Adds of contest with a race, 
' To whom the flowV, the bloomii^ joys of life 
' iie lets aluring, than a noble death.* 

Tohim bis second parent. < Wilt tiiou Ueed^ 
My Dithyrambu^ But I here withhold 
An counsel front thee, who art wise, as bnTe* 
I know thy magnanimity, t read 
Thy genVous thoughts. Decided is thy chaie^ 
Cone tlwD^ attCDdnti OB a godfikft Mft« 
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When to th' Elyrian ancestry of Greece 
Descends her f^teat protector, we iftill diew 
To llarraatides an illuitrioiu sod, 
And IK) unworthy brother. We will link 
Our shii-kls togftber. Wc will press tibe 
Still undivided in the arms of death. 
So if th* attentive trayeller we draw 
To our cold reliques, wond'riiig, riiall he trace 
The diiT'rent scene, tlien jNrefpiant with applau 
O wide old man, exclaim, the hour of fate 
Well didst thou chuse; and, O uneqmllVl youfa, 
Wlio for th) country didst thy blooni devote^ 
May'st thou reraaiii forever deai tn fhme! 
Muy time rejoice to name theei OVr tliy um 
^lay everlasiing peace her pioion spread;^ 

This said, the hero with his lifted shield 
His face oVrshades; he drops a secret tean 
Not this a tear of anguish, but derivHI 
From fond alitoion, grown mature with timt, 
Awak*d a manly tenderneai aloue, 
UnmixM ^ith pity, or with vain regret. 

A stn^m of dnty, gratitude and love 
VlowM from the heart of Harmatidet* ton) 
Addressing straight Leonidas, whose looks 
Declar'd unspeakable applause. 'O king 
OfLaccduf^mon, now distribute praise 
From thy aocustomVI Justice, small to rae^ 
To him a ]x>rtion large. His guardian care, 
His kind instmction, his example tniin*d 
My infancy, my youth. From him I learnt 
I'o live, unspotted. CouU I less, than learn 
From him to die with honor.' Medun hears. 
Shook by a whiriwind of contending thonghCi 
Strong heaves his manly bosom, under uwe 
Of wise Ml lissa. torn by iVieiiddiip, fir'd 
y^y Kuch esa'mph* high. In dubious state 
So rolls a vessel, vt ban th* inflated waves 
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iksMwU, mdwiiiiblierenifinraid} 
der ]aboiin,and requires a hand 
deKbYate ikilL The gen'rooa kinr 
t'l the hero's struggle, and prepares 
pose rdief ; when instant came 
ibeforethem. Short he spake. 

irian myriads tlirough the seeret past 
terU Greeee. Leonidas, by raom 
Jiem here. My slender ibree I spar\L- 
» have died was nsektSi We return 
ee to perish. Union of mu strength 
ider more illustrious io ourselvesi 
he foe more terrible our falL' 

tias last accosts Laoonia's king. 

rhom the gods have chosen to asait 

lankiudin virtue and renown, 

)t roe presymirtuotts, whoimploi« 

dieiie hevoes thy regardAil ear. 

daemon I a stranger came, 

lund protection. There to honors raisHi, 

ot yet the benefit repaid. 

w the gen'rous Spartans may behold 

leir large beneficence not vain, 

their cause I^oiuecrate my breath.* 

0, Megistias,' interposed the king, 
nd thy Sim retire.' Again the 



id it, thou eternally a/dofd, 
eonfiim my persevering soull 
me these auspicious moments lose^ 
) my bounteous patrcms I may diow, 
leservU their favor. Thou, my diil4i 
enalippus, heed the king's command, 
' patexnal tenderness revere; 
lom these ranks withdraw thee, to nj use 
iis sonend'ring. Fortooe jivill n^y 
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Kew proofs of Takm Y«Dciuiditliai,QrfiMl 
A glorioui graTe; but qmre thy fatber^ eje 
The bitter aiiguiah to behddthy youdi 
Uutimely faked befow him.' Orief nnpends 
His speech, and interdnngeably their anna 
Impart the hut embraees. Either weeps, 
The hoary parent, and the blooming son. 

But ftom his temples the poutifie wreatli 
Ittegistias now unloosens- He resign 
His hailowM vestments; while the youth in teu$ 
The helmet o*er his parent's snowy lodes, 
O'er luf broad diest adjusts the radiant nuuL 

Dieneoes was nigh. Oppress^ by shame^ 
His downcast visage Meiialip|nis hid 
From him, who cheerful dius. <1 hou needst not hll 
Thou hear'st thy father and the king command, 
"What I suggested, thy departure heiiee. 
Trained by my care, a soldier thou retnm'Sti 
Go, practice my instructioiis Oft in fields 
Of future confliot may thy prowess call 
Me to remembrance. Spare thy words. Eu««dL* 

While such oontanptof hfr, sudi fervid zeal 
To die with glory animate the Greeks, 
Far dift 'rent thoughts possess Argestes' souL 
Amaze and mutgkd terror chill his bluod. 
CqM di-ops. distilled flwm ev'ry pore, bedew 
His shiT'ring flesh Hi* bosom pants. His kneCt 
Tield to their burden. Ghastly pallid his cheeks, 
Pale are his lips .ind tremblings Such the luindi 
Of slaves corrupt; on them the beauteous ihee 
Ofvirtut turns to horror. But these wonis 
From Lacedsemon'i chief the wretch relieves 

'Return to Xerxes Tell him, on this rock 
The Grecians faithfVil to their tmst await 
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I^ fiur Ike te of eminre u below 

i flredbom ifiti^ that my demth, whioh ieab 

iy eoumxy^ iafety,niiideed a boon, 

fit IbUy gim, a predoas boon, vthkk Greeea 

^ill by perdition to his tbrone reptty.' 

Hetaid. Tlie Pernan haiteaw tlMongh the paiii 
hiee mae the ttem Dioiiiedon aroie. 
¥nith overcast hb fiwcfaead, while be spake. 

Tec msre mast stay and Meed. Detested Thebea 
ject shall reeeiw her traitora baok. This spot 
ifaaD see their perfidy atonM by death, 
Sr'n fitm that pow'r, to which their abject hearts 
fave sacrific'd their fluth. Nor dare to hope, 
Te vile deserters of the public weal. 
Te eoward daves, that, mingled in the heaps 
tf genVousrictiins to their oouatry's good, 
'ou shall your shame conceal. WhoeV shall pass 
Jong the Add oi glorious sbdn, and mark 
'or veneration ey*ry nobler oorte; 
lis heart, though warm in raptoxous applause, 
iwhiie shall curb the transport to repeat 
lis execrations o*er such impious heads, 
in whom that fate, to others yielding fame, 
I infiuny and Tengeanee.* Dreadftil thos 
•n the pale Thebans sentence he pronouncV, 
ike Rhadamantfius from di* inlbroil seat 
If Judgment, which inexorably dooms 
lie guilty dead to ever^uriiig pain; 
Hiile Phlegethon his flaming voluraes rolls 
lefore their sight, and ruthless ftiries shake 
lieir hissing serpents. All the Greeks assent 
a clamors, echoing through the concave rock« 
^orth Anaxander in th' assemMy stood, 
Fhieh be addressed widi indignation feiguld. 

*If yet your cfamiottTs, Grecians, are allay V, 
4A 1 appear belbre yon to demand, 

■or 
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'Ilieir paMige fore V to jmB four ean^ dbonli bflB 
TbenamenftnitDn/ By an exilM wfctah 
We are tradoe^dr by Demaiatni, driT*n 
Prom Spartan oonfines, who hath meanly •oof^t 
Daiharianeouitsfiirahdter. HaA hedrawm 
Such virtues thenee, diat Sparta, who bcftce 
Held him unwoctfay (tf his native sway, 
ShmiM trust him now, and doidMaiudliar flriendi? 
Injarioiu men! We seoni the thoughto of flight 
Let Ana brii^ her nambon; uncooatram^ 
We wiU cfmfhmt them, and fiir Gieeee empire-* 

Thus in the gailMif virtiie headonM 
Necessity. l4ieoiua*s king pereeivM 
Through all its fair di«;uise the tndtor'b betit. 
So^ when at first mankind in Mneaeerade 
ReveiM the moan,as bright innative beaiMi 
Some sage, who waIkU with nature through her li 
By wisdom led, diseemVl the various orh^ 
Dark in itseU; in foiei^ splendours dadi 

XiCooidas condudes. *Te Spartans, hean 
Hear you, O Greeians,in our lot by diosoe 
Partakers, destinV to enndl your names 
In time's eternal record, and enhance 
Your oountr)-'s lustre: lo! the noontide blaae 
Inflames the broad horizOTi. Each retire; 
£aeh in his tent invoke the pow'r of sleep 
To brace hb vigour, to enfau^ his strength 
!For long enduranee. When the sun desceaiv 
liCt eadi a^ear in aims. Ton, brave allies 
Of Corinth, PhHus, and Myeense*s tow*^ 
Arcadians, Loerians, must not yet depart. 
^Vhile we repose, embattled wait. Retreat| 
When we our tents abandon. 1 resign 
To great Qileus' son sopreme rwnmanrf. 
Take mj embncea, AisGhykis. The flnjc 
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WltfitUioa halt leeta and beard. O diriee flucirellt' 
Th* Athenian amwerVL 'i'o youxielTct, iny fkknds* . 
Tour Tirtiiei immortality Kcure, 
Tour bright exampies victory toGreeoe.* 

Retaining these injonctioos, all dispan*d; 
"While in bu tent Leouidas reinainM 
Apart with Agu, whom lie thus bespake. 
<Yetin our fall the poud'rous band of Greece 
Shall Asia feeL This Persian's welcome Ule . 
Of us, inextricably doomed her prey, . 
As by the fi>roeof sorcery will wrap 
Security around her, will suppress 
All sense, all thought of lianger. Brother, know^ 
That soon, as Cynthia from the vault of heaven 
'Withdraws her shining lamp, through Asia's boat . 
Shall massacre and desolation rage. 
Yet not to base associates/ will 1 trust 
My vast desigik Their perfidy might warn 
Tbt. unsuspecting foe, our fairest fruits 
Of gknry thiu be wither\L Eke we move. 
While on the solemn sacrifice intent, 
As Laoedsunon's ancient laws ordain. 
Our prayers we offer to the tuneful nine. 
Thou whisper through the willing ranks of ThebM 
Slow and in silence to disperse and fly.* 

Now left by Agis, on his couch reclin\l, 
The Spartan kii^ thus meditates alone. 

(My fhte it now impending. U my soul. 
What more auspicious period couldst tliou chnse 
For death, than now, wheI^ beating hig^ in joy» 
Ihoa teil'st iu(\ 1 am happy? If to live, 
Or dii', as virtue dictates, be to know 
Tki ptm st bliss; if slu her diarms displays . 
Still h>vely, still aufadiug, still serene 
To youth, to age, to death: whatever be- 
Those other climes (tfh^pinessundnaifd^ . 
WkkhJi€»f*u io duk fatority coQnea!k», . 



Stm lieit% vlrtM^ fhoa Ht an Mr gao^ 

CHi! what alilMk.viiipcslGibli' ft lieiK 

Must the unrigfateont, mint tbe t} rant pnntl 

VfloA in the straggle of departing day, 

"When Iift!*» bit ^hmpte, cgEtingnidiing^ 1»wenU 

Unknown, inestrieable gtoom? But bow 

Gan I explain the tenon of a hreait, 

Where guihraridet? IieoindBa,fbiTgo 

The borriUe eonceptian. and again 

'Within thy own fUieity retire; 

Bow gmtefUdowntohinifWhofbmiMtbyBiiD^ 

Of crimet onftiiitfbl, never to admit 

The bhiek iDipretnon of a gnilty thooghti 

Ebe eooid I fearteas bydeHbVate dioiee 

Relinqniah Hft. This eahn fhm ndnds Je pt a f M 

Is erer absent. Oft in tlieni the fbree 

Of tome prevailing passion fbr a time 

Suppresses ftar. Precipitate diey lose 

The sense of danger; when d omi ni on , weUd^ 

Or purpled pomp endiant the dazzled ilgli^ 

Pursuing stiH the. joys of lifb alone. 

«^But he, who eahnly seeks a eertain deatly 
When duty only, and the gen*Tal good 
Direct his courage, must a soul possess, 
Which, an content deducing ftmn itself^ 
Can by unerring virtue^ constant Kgfat 
Oisoem, w^ien deaA i* worthy of his chofee. 

*The man ,thus great and happy, in the scope 
Of his large mind is strctdiVI beyond his data 
Evhi on thh shore of being he in thought, 
Supremely blen^ anticipates the good, 
Which tote putte rf ty ftnm him derives.* 

At length the heroH mecBtations ekjie. 
The swelling transpoit of bis heart sobsidfli 
In soft oblivion; and die silken phimes 
Of ikep envelope hb extended Umfas. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



"Xeonidtt, rising before suiMet, dismisses the fiirwita* 
der thf command of Medon; but obtenrii^^ a rdiK* 
tance in him to dqiait, i^erainds him of Ins duty, and 
gives him an aflfeetionate fkrewelL Hetheordates 
to his own sdect bond a dream, wMdi is inl e r|»reic d 
b}' Megistias, arms himself^ and marches in proees* 
sion ivith his whole troop to an altar, newly raised sa 
a neighbouring meadow; there offers a sacrifice to die 
muses; he invokes the assistance of those goddesseii 
he animates his companions; then, placing himsdf at 
their head, leads them against the enenyintiiedeid 
or the night. 



LEONIDAS. 



BOOK XI. 

I 

HE day was dosing. Agis left his tent. 

ougbt Ids god-like brother. Him he found 

xhVi o*er his tnmquil c»iicfa. His looks retainM 

dieeiAil tincture of his waking thoughts . 

;ladden sleep. So smile soft erening skies, 

itreak'd with ruddy lig^t, when summer^ suns 

* veiTd their beaming fordieads. Transpoxt fiU^ 

eye of Agis. Friendship sweUM his heart. 

yielding knee in veneration bent 

hero's hand he kiss*d, then fervent thus* 

exedlence ineffable, recdve 

I secret homage; and may gentle sleep 

tosiger seal thhie eyelids, that, unblamM, 

y fkll down before thee.* He concludes 

loration of his fViend divine, 

•e brow the shades of slumber now fbnake. 

vhen the rising sun resumes his state, 

e whitennobM mag^ on Euphrates tide, 

ndiau seer on Ganges prostrate falls 

•re th* emerging glory, to salute 

t radiant emblem of th* immortal mind* 

prise both heroes. From their tents in anas 

ear the bands elect. The other Gredu 

filing homeward. Only Medon stops. . , . . 

sn^ dictates he forgets awhile. ., , 

nattentive to the warning voice 

[eliboeus, earnest he surveys 

lidas. Such constancy of zeal 

oodOitetts' offipnng brings the me 
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^ftafl wmemlnsnee in that solemn hoar, 
And draws these oordial aooests ftom the Idi^. 

'Approach me, Loerian. In thy Vxk I trace 
Cimsummate faith and love. But, vers'd in arm^ 
Against thy gen'ral's orden wouUtt thou stay? 
Go, prove to kind CHleua, that my heart 
Of him was mindful, when the gates of death 
I harr'd against his son. Ton gallant Greeks, 
To thy commanding care fhira mine transfer^ 
Remove from certain slaughter. Last repair 
To Lacedsenion. Thither lead thy sire. 
Say to her senate, to her people tell, 
Here didst thou leave their countrymen and laog 
Go death resolv'*d, obedient to the laws. 

The Loerian chief, restraining tears, repBea— 
'My sire, left slumbMng in the island-fluie. 
Awoke no more'— 'llien joyful 1 shall meet 
Him soon,* the king made answer. "Let thy worth 
Supply thy fatherHi. Virtue bids me die, 
Theehve. Farewett.* Now Medon*s grief, o^^ertw^ 
By wisdom, leaves his long^suspeiided mind 
To firm decision. He departs, prepared 
For all the duties of a man, by deeds 
To prove hintself the iViend of Sparta^ fcingi 
^fehssa*s brother, and Oileus* son. 

The sren^rous victims of the public weal, 
Assembled noW, Leonidas salutes, 
His pr^nant soul disburdening— *0 thrice haill 
Surround toe, Grecians; to my words attend. 
This evening's sleep no sooner press*d my brows, 
'JThan o'er my head die empyi^ftl ibiln 
Of heav'nH:nthronVl Ale^des was display^* 

|) I saw his inagmtude divine. His voice 

I heard, his solemn mandate to arise. 
' ^ I rote. He bade me follow. I obey'd* 

'};■ A)BOUDtaiu*»iiigamSt,c}ear^fi9miiiitl»orc|ptl(, 



£01 

We resdi'd in silebce. Suddenly the hov^l 

Of wolves and dogs, the vulture's piercing^ shriek, 

The yell of ev'ry beast and bird of prey 

Discordant gprated on my ear. I tumVI. 

A surfhee hideous, delugM o*er with blooc^ 

Beyond my view inimitably stretch'd, 

One vast expanse of horror. There supine^ 

Of huge dimension, covering half the plain, 

A giant corse lay mangled, red with wounds^ 

DelvM in th' enormous flesh, which, bubbling, fed ■ 

Ten thousand, thousaud grisly beaks and jaws, 

Insatiably devouring. Mute I gaz'd; 

"When from behind i heard a second sound 

Likefnrges, tumbling o'er a craggy shore. 

Again I tum'd. An ocean there appeaiM 

With riven keels and shrouds, with shiverM oan^ 

With arms and wel'tring carcasses bestrewn 

Innumerous. The billows foam'd in blood. 

Hut where the waters, unobserved before. 

Between two adverse shores, contracting, rolled 

A stormy current, on the beach forlorn 

One of majestic stature 1 descry^ 

In ornaments imperial. Oft he bent 

On me his clouded eyeballs. Oft my name 

He sounded forth in execrations loud; 

Then rent his splendid garments; then his head 

In rage divested of its graceful hairs. 

Inpatient now he ey'd a slender skitf* 

Which, mounted hig^ on boisterous waves appraacb'd. 

With indignation, ^^ith reluctant grief 

Once more his rii?ht reverting, ne embarked 

Amid the |>erils of the frowning deep. 

thou, by glorious actions ranked in heav*n, 

1 here exclaim'd, in<(truct me. What prodoo*d 
This desolation? Hercules reply'd. 

Let thy astonished eye again survey 
Tiie scene, thy soul aMiorrM. I looked. I saw 
A laud, where plenty with disporting hands 
rwtt'd all the fruits of Ainaltbea*s horn; 
K2. 
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Where bloomVl the otire; where the dotcring Tioe 
IVithher braad fuUage inantkd ev^ hill; 
"Where Ceres with exuberuiee enrobHl 
The pregnant boiomi oi the fieUa in gol^ 
Where ipacions towm, whoie eireaits pnNid containM 
Tht' dazzling works of wealth ahmg the banks 
Of copious rivers shewM their stately to«*r% 
The strength and splendour of the peopled land* 
Then in a moment clouds obscorM my view; 
At once all vanished fimu my waking eyes. 

Thrice I salute the omen, loud began 
The sage Megistias. In this rajstic dream 
I see my country's victories. The laiid, 
The deep shall own her triumphs; while the t^an 
Of Asia and of Libj-a shall deplore 
llieir oifspring, cast before the vulture's beak, 
And evVy raoustruus narive of the main, 
lliose .joyous fields of plenty picture Greece, 
Enrich'd by conquest, and Barbarian spoils. 
He, M horn thou saw*st, in regal vesture dadi i 

Flint on the sand his solitary step, 
Is Xerxes, foilM and fugitive.* So spake 
The reverend augur. Ev'ry bosom felt 
Knthusiastic raptiue, joy bey<md 
All sense, and all conception, but of those, 
W1iu die to save tlietr country. Here agaia 
Th' exulting bend Leonidas addressed. 

^Since happineu fimn virtue is deriv'd^ 
Who for his country dies, that moment proves 
Most happy, as most virtuous. Such our loti 
But gu, Megistias. Instantly prepare 
The sacred fuel, and the victim due; 
That to the muses (so by Sparta's faiw 
We are enjoined) our ofPrings may be paid^ 
Before we march. Rcmeinber. ftom the rites 
Let ev'ry sound be absent: i-ot tlie fife. 
Not ev'u the musio^ikeatlunK flute be besid* 




ne, ye leaderi,cfT*r7 band imtniet 

sinsilenee. Mindfbl of dieir diarge 

sft depart* Leonldas provides 

ons arrooor* Agn doie attends, 

aatiscaiit. First a breastplate arms 

aovsebest. O'er thh die hero spreaib 

iled ouirasi, ftrnn his shoolderB hung. 

g beltinfblds his mi^ty loins. 

his stately temples he ereets 

med hdm; tihen grasps his pond Vo w ihieU; 

ligfa the center on projeeting brass 

litable artist had erabossM 

pe of great Ahades; whom to gain 

Uessess eoatended. Pkasw;^ here 

loft wiles th* attracted eye; and there 

D of Virtue dignifyM the scene. 

mjestic sweetness was display Vt 

id subUroe and happy. From her lips 

eloquence to flow. In look serene, 

I intensely on the son of Jove, 

M her hand, where, winding to the skiey, 
lis ascended* On the summit stood, 
cd by a trophy near to heav*n, 
od protended her eternal trump* 
tb attentive to-ber wisdoin own*d 
valence of Virtue; while his eye, 

that spirit, which vedeemU the world 
ranny and monsters, darted flames; 
escryM by Pleasure, where she faiy 

a gorgeous canopy. Around 
iw'rets strewn, and wanturiy in rills 
RMeander'd AH relax^t her Kmbs; 
ting yet solieitude to gain. 
It she fear'd, as struggling ixadi despair, 
a'd eoUecting ev*ry powV to dianiu 
if sweet allurement shedifi\uVI 
Still Virtue twayHI Alctdes* mind* 

II his bibouT*. Wkottght with varyM wrtp. 
.'M'f ttSMMl imOM^cyttttkliU 
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Thii portndtnie of glory on his ami 
Leontdai displays, and, tow'ring^ strides 
From his imvilion. Ready are the bands. 
The chiefs assume their station. Torches blaze 
Through evVy fik. All now in silent pace 
To join in solemn sacrifice proceed* 
first Polydoras bears the hallow'd knife, 
Tlie sacred salt and barley. Athisside 
Diomedoii sustains a weighty mace. 
The priest, Megisdas, ftdlows like the rest 
In polished armour. White, as winter's fleece, 
A fillet round his shining helm reveals 
The sacerdotal honors. By the horns, 
"Where laurels twine, with Alpheus Maron leads 
The consecrated os. And lo! behind, 
Leonidas advances. Never he 
In such transcendent majesty was seen. 
And his own virtue never so enjoyVU 
Successive move Dieneces the brave. 
In hoary state I>emopbilus,ihe faJoom 
Of Dithyrambus, glowing in the hope 
Of future praise, the gen*rous Agis next 
Serene and graceful, last the Theban chiefk, 
Repining, ignominious: then slow march 
The troops all mute, nor shake their brazen 



Not from Thermopylae remote the hills 
Of Octa, yielding to a fruitful dale, 
Within their side, half-circlijig, had indosM 
A fair expanse in verdure smooth. The bounds 
Were edg'd by wood, o^erlookM by snowy clifii. 
Which from the clouds bent finowning. Down a lod 
Above the lof\iest summit of the grove 
A timibling torrent wore the shagged stone; 
Then, gleaming through the intervals of shad^ 
Attained the valley, where the level stream 
DitfiisM refreshment. On its banks the Greeks 
Had raised a rustic altar, framM of turf. 
Bnad was the anxfiice, high in piles cf wwd; 
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AH interspersM with laurel. Purer deemM, 
Than river, lake, or fountain, in a vaie 
(Md Oeean's briny element was placed 
Befixe the altar; and of wine unmix*d 
Capacious goUets itood. Megiatias now 
His helm unloosened. With his snowy head, 
Vncorer^d, round the solemn pile he trod. 
He shook a branch of laurel, scattering wide 
The sacred moisture of the main. His hand 
Next on the altar, on the victim strewed 
The mingled salt and barley. Oe'r the horns 
Th' inverted chalice, foaming from the gnipc^ 
Discharged a rich libation. Then approachM 
Diomedoo. Megistias gave the sign. 
Down sunk the victim by a deatbful stroke, 
Nor groaned. The augur bury'd in the throac 
His hallow^ steeL A purple current flowM. 
Now smokVl the structure, now it flam*d abroad 
In sudden splendouiw Deep in circliug ranks 
The Grecians press*d. Eadi held a sparkling bcM4f 
Hie beaming lances intermix'd; the IkIuis, 
The burnish^ armour multiply'd the blazer 
Leonidas drew ni§^ Before ibe pile 
His feet be planted. From his brows remov^ 
The casque to Agii he oonsignM; his shield, 
His spear to Dithyrambus; then, his arms 
Extending, forth in supplication broke— 

^Harmonious danirhters of Olympian Jovg 
Who, on the top of Helicon ador'd. 
And high Parnassus, with delighted ears 
Bend to the warble of Castalia*8 stream. 
Or Agauippe^s murmur, if fVom thence 
We must invoke your presence; or along 
The neighboring mountains with jwopitkmi steps 
If now you grace your consecrated bowVs, 
Look down, ye Muses; nor disdain to stand 
Kach an immortal witness of our fatet 
Bat with yott bdoK Utu liberty, wboni Jovi^ 
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Andyoa morthomr. Let her sicred eyts 

Approve her djing Gretiam; let her Toice 

In aultation tell the nrth and hesT'm, 

Theieare her tons Then atrike yoor timelVi] Atdlk* 

Record usguardiuM of oar parentHage, 

Our matron** virtae, and our ehildrm^s falooin. 

The gplorious bulwarks of our eoontryH laws, 

"Who dull ennoble die historian^ page^ 

Shall on the jofout fintiral mt|Hre 

With loiVier itrains the ▼irgHi'k choral aong. 

Then, O celestial nMids, on yonder camp 

Let night tit heary. Lt t a sleep Uke deadi 

Weigh dbwn the eye of Asia. O inf^ite 

A enol, untroubled spirit in omr breasts. 

Which may in silence guide our daring feet, 

Controul our f^ry. nor by tumult wild 

The fKendly dartc affVigfat; till dying groam 

Of slaughterVI tyrants into horror wake 

IIr' iiiiduight cahn. Then turn dcstructioii loofCb 

Let tefror, let confusion rage around. 

In one vast ruin heap the luuVrous ranks, 

Thrir horse, their chariots. Let the spiumin|^ sleei 

Imbrue his IkwA in bkiod, the shatterM ears 

Crush with thnr brazen weight the pmstnite nedn 

Of chiefs and kings, encircled, as they fall, 

By nations slain. Too, countrymen and friend^ 

My last commands retain. Yuur gen*rBl*s voice 

Once more salutes you, not to rouse the brave, 

Or ndnds, resoIv\l and dauntless, to eonfimu 

Too well b- thiii expiring blaze I see 

Impatient valour Ihish fbom evVy eye* 

O temper well that ardour, and your lips 

Close on the rising transport Mark, how slee|» 

Hath fbUed millions in hi^ Mack embrace. 

No sound is wifWd Aum th* uimuniber*d fbe* 

The Grinds themidves are silent. AU conspiret 

To this great sacrifice, where diouMUids soan 

•hall only wake todie. Thei* crowded tniia 

TIdt Bi|^ padiift (» rtato^ dnwjri 
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Xenet'ighoit may lead, unlenieierY^ 
this destruction to lament a doom 
ore di^race, when Oreece oonfounds that poW^ 
li we will shake. But look the setting moon 
on our darksmne paths her waining honu. 
ich his head distinguish by a wreath 
^ll'^araM burel. Then the victim share, 
crown the goblet. Take your lact repastj 
your forefathers, and the heroes old 
ext will banquet in the hlessM abodes* 

e ends their leader. Through th* eDcarcUng croud 

gitation of their spears denotes 

ardour. So the spiry cn'owth of pines 

k'd, when iEolus in eddies winds 

ig their stately trunks on Pelion^s brow. 

Icamanian seer distributes swift 

acred laureL Snatched in eager zeal 

id each helm the woven leaves unite 

glossy verdure to the floating plumes. 

is the victim portiou'd. in the bowl 

flows the vine's empurpled stream. Aloof 

rheban train in wan dejeeti<»i mute 

[ o'er their shame, or cast aflrighted looks 

at detenuiu'd courage, whicih, unmov'd 

e's approach, with cheerful lips could taste 

parkling goblet, could in joy partake 

ast, that glorioiu banquet. £v'n tbe heait 

naxaiider had forgot its wiles, 

lubling fear no lunger. Agis here, 

ndfuleverof tbe king's command, 

ts the Theban chiefs in whispers thus— 

onidas permiti you to retire. 
i on tbe nte« of sacrifice employ 'd, 
heed yoiu- motions. Separate and fly 
dot pace.' This heard, th' inglorious troof 
r files dissolving, ftum the rest withdraw. 
«D they mouUec firom the host like iQow<» 
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FJfeed ftam the rigour of oonstniniiig fkost; 

Soon as the sun exerts his orient heara, 

HAie transitory hndscape melts in rills 

Away, and structures, which delode the eye, 

Insensibly are lost. The solemn feast 

Was now concluded. Now Laconia*s king 

Had reassumHl his arms. Before his step 

The croud roll backward. In their ghiddenM sight 

His crest, ilhimin'dby uplifted brands, 

Its purx>le splendour shakes. The tow*ring oak 

Thus firom a lofty promontory wares 

His majesty of verdure. As with joy 

The sailors mark his he»v*n-ascending pride-j 

>Vhich from afar directs their foamy course 

Along the pathless ocean; so the Greeks 

In transport gaze, as down their op'hing raidu 

The king proceeds: fVom whose superior firame 

A soul like tliine, O Phidias, might oanoeiTe - 

In Parian martile, or effulgent bna» 

lite form of great Apollo; when the ^od, 

Won by the prayers of man's afflicted race, 

In arms forsook his lucid throne to pierce 

The monster Python in the Deljriiian vale. 

Close by the hero Polydorus waits 

To guide destruction through the Asian tentK 

As the young eagfle near his parent's side 

In wanton flight essays his vig*rou» wing," 

Ere long with her to penetrate the clouds, 

To dart impetuous on the fleecy train, 

And dye his beak in gore; by Sparta's king 

The injured Polydorus thus prepares 

ilis arm for death. He feasts his angry soul 

On promisM vengeance. His impatient thoughts 

Er'n now tnuisport hhn fVnious to the seat 

Of his longscMTOws, not with fettered hands. 

But now once more a Spartan with hit spear, 

His shield restor*d. to lead his country's bands, 

And with them devastation. Nor the rest 

>reglect to form. Thick^nnclVi^ the helmets blend 
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' various phmiet, as intemunglin; oaks 

me their foliage in Dodona's g^ve; 

the cedars on the Syrian hills 

' shady texture spread. Once more the king, 

U the phalanx his considerate view 

iding, through the ruddy g^eam descries 

ace of gladness; but the godlike van 

3ft ccHitemplates: Agis, Alpheus there, 

itias, Maron with Platsea's chief, 

ces, Deniophilus are seen 

Thespia*s youth: nor they their steady sight 

his remove, in speechless transport bound 

•e, by veneration; till they hear 

It injmiction. To their difPrent posts 

•ep*nite« Instant <m the dewy turf 

ist th* extinguished brands. On all around 

sudden darkness, on the wood, the hill, 

nowy ridge, the vale, the salver stream* 

fd <ui midnight. Toward the hostile camp 

rch composed and silent down the pass 

halanx mov'd. Each patient bosom hushVI 

iggling spirit, norin whispienbreathM 

ipt*rous ardour, virtue then inspirMa 

ling clouds along th* etherial vtnd 

9 expansifm fVom the gloomy north 

; suspend their horror^ destin\l soon 

ze in li^tnings, and to bunt in itorm^* 
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LEONIDAS. 



BOOK XII. 



IHE ARGUMENT. 

leonidas and the Oreciana penetrate through the I^ 
nan camp to the very pavilion of Xerxea, who amidt 
dettniction by flight. Tlie-Barfaari^an %re daoghter- 
ed in great nraWtndes, and their camp is set on file* 
Leonidai conducts his men in good order hade to 
Thermopylflc, engage the Fenians, who ivere d» 
■eended fhun the inHs, and after numberieaapniaft 
of superior strene^th and valor, sinks down aatcr* 
ed with wound«| and expires the last of all tite OiH 
tiiMiCDmmanden* 



LEONIDA8. 



BOOKXIL 

. CROSS th* trngaarded banndi of Aria^ etmp 
Slow pan the Greciaus. Througli iBnomVoiu tOstM, 
Where all is mate and tranquil, diey panoe 
Their march sedate. Beneath the hnden hand 
Of deep lie niillioDs motionless and deaf, 
Nor dream of tiate's approach. Their wary foei}' 
By Polydorus guided, still proceed. 
Ev'ii to the centre of th^ extensive host 
They pieree unseen; when lo! th* imperial tent 
Tet distant rose before them. Spreading round 
Th' august pavilion, was an ample space 
For thousands in arrangement. Here a band 
Of chosen Persians, watchful o'er the king, 
Held their nocturnal station. As the hear ts 
Of anxious nations, whom th* unsparing sword} 
Or famine threaten, tremble at the sight 
Of fear*engeuder*d phantoms in the sky, 
Aerial hosts amid the clouds arrayed, 
Pwieiiding woe and death; the Persian g^uard 
In equal coustematiou now descryM 
The glimpse of hostile armour. AH disband 
As if auxiliar to his favored Greeks 
Pan held their banner, scattering fVom its folds 
Fear and confusion, which to Xerxes couch. 
Swift-winged, fly; thence shake the general camp^ 
"WlKne numbers issue naked, pale, unarm'd, 
Wild in amazement, blinded by dismay, 
To ev*ry foe obnoxious. In the breasts 
Of thousands, gor*d at once, the Grecian steel 
Keeks in destructicm. Deluges of blood 
Float o*er the field, and foam around the heaps 
Of wretches^ slain oncontcioiUQC tbi&\ian&) 
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in^bidiwuteitibeirMpleiiniiiltitnfe. Aiait^ 
AfiVight, diicmetMlk, ftaiiilui]rillow chaee 
Tlielord of Ana, who in thoagfat beholds 
UDhcd Greece in anna, liiy luit of powVf 
Tby hope of gkHj.' wbitber are tliey flown 
With all thy poinp? In tfab diaaitVotu hour 
What eould a\-ail th^ inuneaturaUe range 
Of thy proud camp, mveonly to ooueeal 
Thy trembling step*, O Xtnei, mhile thou fly^> 
To thy deserted eoiwh with other tooki 
With other »U!p» LeooidaB is nigh* 
Before him terror ftrideSi Oig^ntie death, 
And desolation at his side attend. 

The vast paviUion^s empty space, where hmpt 
Of gold abed hg^t and odours, now admits 
The hero. Ardent throngs behind him pm% 
But miss their yietim. To the gnnind are hmrlVI 
The gUtt'iiug «isigns of imperial states 
The diadem, the sceptre, late ador^ 
I'hrough boundless kingdoms, underneath tiwir ftM 
In niiiigUtl rage and scorn the warriors crash 
A sacri6ce to freedom. They return* 
Again to form. Leonidas exalts, 
For new destmetimi his rciistiess speai^ 
When double darkness suddenly descends^ 
1 he clouds, ooiidensing, intercept the start 
Black oVr thefurrowM main the raging east 
In w birlwinds 8>» eeps the suige. llie coasti : 
llie ca>'eniVl rocks, the crashing A>rests roar 
8u ifl through the camp the hurricane impelb 
Its rude career^ >»hen Asia's numbers, -veiPd 
Amid the sb( It^riitg horrois<^ the stonn, 
Kvado the victor^ hjiecw The Grecians hah; 
While to tbeir gen*ta1s pregiuint mind occurs 
A new attempt and vas^ Perpetual fire 
Beside the tent of .Xerxes fturo die hour. 
He I' dgM his standards on the Malian phiia%. 
H4Ki shone. Among his Magi to adoie 
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Gtait H(mmi2ef wu Uie mooardi wont 

Befwe the aaered light. Huge palesof wood 

JLay nig^ prepared to feed the oomtuit flaioe* 

On Uving emben these are cait. So wilb 

Leonidas. The phahmx then divides. 

Four troops are forroM, by Dithyrambiu led, 

By Alpheus, by Diomedon. I'he last 

Himself ofmdocts. The word is giv'n. They teixe 

The bumingftieL Sparkling in the wind, 

Dettmetive fire is braudidi'd. All, eiyoinM 

To reassemble at the regal tent , 

By Tanous paths the hostile camp invade*. 

KowdevastaticHi, unconfin'd, involves 
Tlie MaHan fields. Among Barbarian tents 
From diffVent stations fly consuming flameSi^. 
The Greeks afford no respite; and the storm 
Exasperates the blaze. . Toev'rypart 
The conflagration hke a sea expands. 
One waving surface of unbounded fire. 
In ruddy volumes mount the curling flames 
To heavVs dark vault, and paint the inidnig^t dou^U; 
So, when the north emits his purpled lights, 
Tlie undulated radiance, streaming wide. 
As with a burning canopy invests 
Th' etheriaJ concave* OeU now disclosed 
His forehead glittering in eternal fVost; 
While down his rocks the foamy torrents shonei 
Far o*er the main the pointed rays were thrown; 
Xig^t snatch'd her mantle from the ocean's breasty 
The billows glimmered from the distant shores. 

But lo! a pilhu- huge of smoke ascends^ 
AVhich overshades die field. There horror, the^ 
lifeouidas presides. Command he gave 
To Polydorus, who, exulting, shewM, 
'Where Asia's horse, and warlike cars possess^ 
A crouded station* At the hero's nod 
Devouring Tulcan riots on thje 9t;ores 
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Of Ceres, em^'d of the ripenM gnin, 
On all tbe tribate ftonaber meadows tarowa, 
By rich Thesnlki render^ to the scythe. 
A flood of fire enTelopes all tii« ground. 
The cordage bursts anrand the Maoing teotib 
I>own sink the rooA on luflbcated Aroogi^ 
Close«wedgM by fear. The libjiui chariot bamft 
iTh' Arabian camd, and the Persian steed 
Bound duoogh a burning delogek Wild with pais 
They shake their singed manes. Their madding he 
Dash through the blood of tiiousands,mi]iV with ftn 
Whidi lage^ augmented by die whirtwiad^ hfaw^ 

Meantime the scepter^ lord of half the ^dhe 
Fmm tent to tent precipitates Ms flight. 
BispersM are all his satraps. Pride herself 
Shuns his dejected brow. Despair atone 
Waits on th* imperial fugitive; and shews, 
As round the camp his eye^ distracted, rovet, 
No limito to destruction. Wow is seen 
Aurora, mounting flrom her eastern hill 
In rosy sandals^ and with dewy locks. 
The winds snlnide befbre her; darkness flies; 
A stream of light proclaims the dieerfVilday, 
'Which sees at Xenes* tent die conqu*ring bands. 
All reunited. What could fortune more 
To aid the valiant, what to gorge rerenge/ 
Lo! desolati<ni o*er the adverse host 
Hath eroptyM all her terrors. Ev'n the hand 
Of languid slaughter dtopt the crimson ste^; 
Nor uatore longer can sustain the toil 
Of unremitted conquest. Yet what pow'r 
Among these sons of liberty reTiT*d 
Their dro ping warmdi, new^rtrung didr nervci, ttu 
Their weary 'd swords to deeds of brighter fione? 
What, but th* inspiring hope of glorious death 
To crown their labours, and th* auspicious look 
Of their heroic chief, which, still undnngM, 
StiJi io superior majeitf dectacM^ 
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U bad yet xdK'd hit matehlen ittnf 
'om the vigour of his godlike wu]|i 

k to the pan ia gentle march be 
nbettled waiiion. 'lliey behind' 
3 Medon loit sueh numben to 
bwh lie. The teiDpett is o'erblo' 
reezes only from the MaHao wave 
ach grim fiioe, besmear'd with smoke and giat, 
cool refr«dunent fareathew Ibe healing gale, 
rtal rill near Oeta^ verdant feet 
, the langoor from dieir harrass'd nerr<et, 
braced by strength returning. O'er theiz heads 
fuU blaze of majesty appears 
a, bearii^ in her hand divine 
temal guardian of illnstriont deeds 
weet Phcebean lyre. Her graoef\il train 
lite-rob'd virgins, seated on a range 
lown the cUff. overshadowing the Gfodcs^ 
th concordant strings, and accents dear il 

ent pour of melody, and swell *| 

1, triumphal, solemn dirge of piaise, | 

ipatingfame. Of endless joys || 

Bs'd Blysium was the smig. Go, meet 

got, Solon and Zaleuens sage, I. 

lera salute the children of their laws. | 

Homer. Orpheos and th* Asersean faavd, ,. 

with a spirit, by ambrosial iood ; 

'd, and more exalted, diail eomtend \ 

iplendid fate to warble through the bow'n .p 

taranth and myrtle, ever young, i 

^'our renovm. Your aslies we will cull* 
uder fiine deposited, your urns 
CO the muses shall our lays inspire, 
ever ofTrings, genius, science, art 
edicate to virtue, riiall be yours, 
^fts of an the Muses, to trans roit 
n th' eiiHven'd canvas, marUe, brass, 
sdom's volume^ in the poet's «OD£<k 
L 
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In er^ry toogoe, through ev*ry age and cUme. 
You of this earth the brig^tect flowV% noc cropCy 
Tramidanted tmly to immortal bloom 
Of pndie widi men, of happiness with gods* 

The Oieeim valor on reKg^oi^ flame 
To ecstaey is wafted. Deadiisnigfa. 
At by the Graces fiulnonVl, he appears 
A besuteoiis ftcm* His adamantine gate 
Is half unfolded All in transport cateh 
A glimpse of immortality. Elate 
In rapturous delusion they believe, 
Ihat to bdiold and solemnize their fkte 
The goddesses are present on the hills 
Widi odehrating lyres. In thought serene 
I<eonMas the kind deception blessM, 
Nor undeoeiv'd his soldiers. After all 
Th* incessant labours of the horrid night 
Through blood, through flames continu^he 
In orderM battle to cimftont the powVs 
Of Hy peianthes fhxm the upper straits. 

Not long the Gredis in expectation wait 
Impatient. Sodden widi tumultuous dioats 
lake Nile*s rude current, wherein deafening 
Prone from die steep of Elepkantis fidls 
A sea of waters, Hypoanthes pours 
His diosen numbers on tiie Grecian camp 
Sown ftora the hills precipitant. No foes ^ 
He finds. The Thefaans join him. Inhis^lii^. 
They roardi oonducton. On, the Persians roll 
In martial thunder through the sounding pass. 
They issue forth impetuous fhnn its mouth. 
That moment SparU*s leader gave the sign; 
'When,as the impulse ran in forceful sway 
Overturns a nodding rampart ftom its base. 
And strews a town widi ruin, so the band 
Of serryM heroes down the Maliau steep, 
jVemenduons depth,tbe ndx'd battahons iwcpt 
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Of Tbebet and Persia. There no waters fiow'd. 
Abrupt and naked all was rock beneath. 
J.ieonidas, inoens'd, with grappling strength 
JDashM Anaxander on a pointed crag; 
ComposM, then gave new orders. At the word 
His phalanx, wheeling, penetrates the pass 
AstonishM Persia stops in full career. 
JSiv*n Hyperanthes shrinks in wonder back. 
Confusion drives fresh numbers from the shore 
The Malian ooze overwhlems them. Sparta's king 
Still presses forward, till an open breadth 
Of fifty paces yields his front extent 
To profer battle. Hyperanthes soon 
Recalls his warriors, dissipates their fears. 
Swift (Ml the gi'eat Leonidas a cloud 
Of darts is show Vd. Th' encoiut'ring armies dos^* 

Who first, subliroest hero, felt thy arm? 
What rifers heard along their echoing banks 
Thy name, in curses sounded from the lips 
Of noble mothers, wailing for their sons? 
What towns with empty monuments were filial 
For those, whom thy unconquerable sword 
This day to vultures cast? ¥'mt Bessus died, 
A han£^ty satn^, whose tyrannic sway 
BespoilM Hyrcania of her goklen sheaves, 
V^jid laid her forests waste. For him the bees 
Among the Immches interwove their sweets; 
For hi^ ihe fig was ripeiiMyand the vine 
In rich IWfifasion o'er the goblet foam'd 
ThoB Dinis bled. On Hermus' side he reignVI; 
He kuig amduous, unavailing woo'd 
The martial queen of Caria. She disdain\l 
A lover'k soft comphdnt. Her rigid ear 
Was fi-am'd to watch the tempest, while it rag*d, 
Her e>e accustomed on the rolling deck 
To bnive the turgid billow. Near the ibore 
She now is present in her pinnace l^;ht. 
The spectacle of glory crouds her breast 
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WiAdH T waty u Moni. Valiuit die aiiplaiidt 

The Grecian Talor: ftithftilfdielaniaiu 

Her sadpreai^ of Penia: prompts her sod 

To emulatiou of the Greeks in arms, 

And of herself in loyalty.. Byftte 

Is she reservM to signalize that day ' 

Of futtuv shauie when Xerxes must behold 

The blood of nations orerflow his decks, 

And to their bottom tinge the briny fkMxb 

Of Salamis; whence she with Asia flies, 

She onlv not inglorious. Low reclines 

Her lover now, on Hernius to repeat 

Her name no more, nor tell the vocal grores 

His fruitless sorrows. Next Maduces, fell, 

A Paphlagonian. Born amid the sotind 

Of chaniig surges, sr.id the roar of winds. 

He o'er th' inhospitable K.iuin foam 

Was wont from high CaremUs' tack to ken 

ntfated keels, whidi cut ihe Pontic stivam, 

Then with his dire associates through the deed 

For spoil aiid slaughter guide his savage prow. 

Him d!)gs vrill rend ashore. From Medus far. 

Their native current, two bold brothers died, 

Sisaiunes and Tithmustes, potent lords 

Of nch domains. On these Mithriiies, grey, 

Ciliciaii prince, Lilsebus, who had left 

The balmy fragrance cf Arabia's fields 

With Babylonian Toiagon expir^L 

The growing carnage Hyperanthes views 
Indignant,fierce in vengeful ardor strides 
Against the victor. Eadi his lance protends; 
But Asia's numbers interpose their shields, 
Solicitous to guard a priiice reverb 
Or thither fortune whehnU the tide of «-«r. 
His term protracting Ibr augmented fkine. 
So two proud vessels, labVing on die foam. 
Present for battle their destructive b(>ak«; 
>Yhen ridgy seas, by hniriMBies aptoni. 
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In mountainous comraorion dash between 
•And either deck, in black*ning tempest yeil'd, 
WaA from its distaut foe . Mure fiercely bom^ 
Thy spirit, mighty Sparta. Such dismay 
Relaxed thy foes, that each Barbarian heart 
Resig^i'd all hopes of victory. The steed< 
Of day were climbuig their meridian height. 
ContinuVI shouts of onset fram the pass 
Kesoonded o'er the plain. Artuchus ht-ard. 
AVhen first the spreading tumult had alarmed 
His distant quarter, starting from repose, 
He down the valley of Spercheoi rush'd 
To aid his regal master. Asians camp 
He found the seat of terror and despair. 
As in some fruitful clime, which late hath known 
The raire of winds and Hoods, although the storm 
Be heard no longer, and the deluge fled 
Still o^er the wasted region nature moiurns 
In melancholy silence; through the grove 
With prostrate ^;lories lie the stately oak, 
111* uprooted elm and beach; the plain is spread 
With fiflgnx nts, swept from villages o^enhrown, 
Around the pastures flocks and herds arc cast 
In dreary piles of death: so Persians host 
In terror mute one boundless scene displays 
Of d( vastation. Half-devoured by fire, 
Her tall pavilions, and her martial cars 
Defbmi the wide encampment. Here in gore 
Her princes welter, nameless thousands there, 
Not victims ell to Greeks. In gasping heap* 
Barbarians, nuuigled by Barbarians, shew'd 
The wild confusion of that direful night; 
Wlien, wanting signals, ai<d a leader's care, 
They rushM on mutual slaughter. Xerxes* teut 
On its exalted summit, when the dawn 
First streakM the orient sky, was wont to bear 
The golden form of Mithra, ck)s'd between 
Two lucid crj-stals. This the gen'ral host 
ObtcrvM, tbeir awAil tigoaj^ Xq vtaog^ 
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In arms (Mmpleat, and numberlest to watck 

Their monarch's rising. This cons]noiious biaze 

Artuchus places in th* accustom*d seat 

As, after winds have mflkd by a storm 

The plumes of darkness, when her weteome face 

The morning lifts serene, each wary swain 

Collects his floek dispersM; the neighing steed, 

The herds forsake their shelter: all return 

To well known pastures, and frequented streams 

So now this cheering signal on the tent 

Revives each leader. From inglorious flight 

Their scatter^ bands they call, thdr wonted ground 

Resume, and hail Artuchus. From their swarms 

A force he culls. Thermopylae be seeks. 

Fell shouts in horrid dissonance precede. 

His i^ialanx swift Leonidas commands 
To circle backward from the Malian bay. 
Their order changes. Now, half*orb^ they stand 
By Oeta's fence protected from behind, 
With either flank united to the rock. 
As by th' excelling architect disposM 
To shield some haven, a stupendous mole, 
Fram'd of the grove and quarry's mingled strength, 
Zn ocean's bosom penetrates aftn 
There, pride of art, immoveable it looks 
On Eolus and Neptunet there defies 
Hiose potent gods combing: unyielding diot, 
'Hie Grecians stood a soUd mass of war 
Against Artudiiu, joinM with numbers new 
To Hyperanthes. In the foremost rank 
Leonidas his dreadful station held. 
Around him soon a spadous void was seen 
By flight, or slaughter in the Persian van* 
In gen'rous shame and wrath Artuchus bam% 
Discharging ftill at Laeedfiemoo*s chief 
An iron-studded mace. It gfamcVl aside, 
TumM by the massy boekler. Prone to eardi 
Tkeifttxapfttt. AtapfAieritoi^Y&avsfaKv 




WUeh h*d imHfii'd him pmBHie en ibendi, 
But for Hi' itninoliiK ¥iKeouc, be otmin^ 
From nnChniliDlihen.litUiigiHiUinriUtldi 
AehicfliFlaT'd. Nsi nidi AluDdert M. 
Ad «m>w vwiiidi lib bemwt- Bopioe be Sta, 
The tmlj TlKlan, wbo to Gteett pmenM 
Unvictaud filh. Phynnii mge. 
On pnn CiUiKron bnlinE bnta D enD 
"Wu he •ecuglom'ii, lo eipaule o'er 



^rink Hud eipeL Uie Tenom 

Renown^ throng vidf BLdiyni«,ne>rapiD, 
The clmm'roiiirittiofCjhekloiharc; 
While Hho miimjiin ibnui^ (he boUow taytt 
Of fierecyiithikji Djudfinui. Tbe nrenf^ 
Of Alpbeoi ienl himlD Ihu ihidei DTnil^t. 
£k ^va tbe desd wu dbeugaf^M the tpeir, 
Hnge Abndilei, gJorjing in hl> migln, 

Tbe •ietor'nhniM he pispM. Ai Nemei^ gma 
The wnmlet"! chtplet Alphem had obaiirt. 

OfhiiioififtKH luppluiu tbe Petnn'i heel. 
He, Calling clin£i by Alfdwni'iieck. vid dnp 

Bors^'d ButariHiHfii their thion^gipean. 
1 Q Abnditei' ehdt the wayira p*w 
'ntry riTei both in dalh- ITiii Mhrri leeij 



At ieilRth (he genVoutblood of MiTon wi 
, The laotd of Hnienndiet. Onlheipei 
OTPoljiliinii IkDi Ibe pond'iwii aie 
Sf Sacilm Mtidna. fnm the yicldBif 1 
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^Iteftedy point UievoM. UndnrntyVI, 
Tlie Spartan stoop* to rear the knotted maae, 
Ldt by Artuehus; but thy fatal blade, 
Abrocomet, that dxieadfVil instant watdi^d 
To rend his opening side. UnconquerM still. 
Swift he dischaifes on the Sacian*s front 
. A poudVous blow, which barst the seatterMfaniD. 
Down his own limbs meantime a torrent flows 
Of vital crimson. Smiling^ he reBects 
On sorrow finished, on his Spartan name. 
Renewed in lustre. Sadden to his ade 
Spring! Dithyrambus. lluough th' uplifted axm 
Of Mindua, pointing a malignant dart 
Agaiitst the dying Spartan, he impellM 
His spear. The ptrant with violence unqient, 
Urg*d by such vigour, reach\l the Persian^ throat 
Above his corselet. Folydorus stretchM 
Hb languid hand to Thespia's friendly youth, 
Then bowM his head in everlasting peace. 
"While Mindus, wasted by his streaming wound. 
Beside him faints and dies. In flowVing prime 
He, lord of Colchis, from a bride was torn 
His tyrant's hasty mandate to obey. 
She tow Vd the £uxien sends her plaintive sighs; 
She woos in tender piety the winds: 
Vain is their ikvor; they can never breathe 
On his returning sail. At ouce a croud 
Of eager Persians seize the victor's spear«- 
One of his nervous hands retains it fast 
The otlier bares his falchion. Wounds and death 
He scatten round. Sosamies feels his arm 
Lopt from the shoulder. Zatis leaves entwined ' 
His fingers round the long disputed lance. 
On Mardon's reins descends the ponderous blad«v 
Which half divides his body. Pheron strides 
Across the pointed ash. His weight overcomes 
The weary*d Thespian, who resigns his hold; 
But cleaves th* elate Barbarian to the braia* "> 
AbrooomM d«i:ts forward, shakes his steel| 



i^9 

>¥hose liglitHuiif tlnwateiM deatln The^rtry Qntis. 

Wards with his sw ord the welMirected stroke, 

Then, closing, throws the Perskui. Now what aid 

or mortal force, or interposing heav*n 

Preserves the eastern hero. Ld the firiend 

Of Teribazust Eager to arenge 

That lov^ that lost oonipauion, and defend 

A brother's life, beneath the sinewy ann, ' 

Outstretdi^ the sword of Hyperanthes passU 

Through Dithyrambus* AU the striuga of life 

At once relax; nur ftinie, nor Greece demand 

More fVom his valour. Prostrate now he lies 

In glories, ripenM on his blomning head* 

Hint shall the Thespian maidens in their songi 

Record once loveliest of tbe youthful train, 

The gentle, wise, beneficent and brave, 

Grace of his lineage, and his country's boast, 

Now fall'n. Elysium to his pcuting soul 

Uncloses. So the cedar, which supreme 

Among the groves of Idfaanus hath tow'rd. 

Uprooted, low'rs his graceful tt^, prefertM 

For dignity of growth some royal dome. 

Or heav'n devoted ftbtic to adMn. 

Diomedon bursts forward. Round his fViend 

He heaps destruction. 'I'roops of waiMng g^iotti 

Attend thy sluide, fall'n hero! LongprevaiTd 

His furious arm iu vengeance unocmtrouU^ 

Till four Assyrians oo his dielving spear, 

^Ere from a Cassian's prostrate body freed, 

Their ponderous maces all discharge. It broke* 

Still with a shattered truncheon he maintains 

Unequal fight. Impetuous through his eye 

The well aiin'd fragment penetrates the brain 

Of one bold wan ior; there the spHnterMwood, 

Infixed, remains. The hero last unsheatfaa 

His falchion broad. A second sees ag^iast 

His entrails open'd. Sever'd fVom a third, 

The head, rt oc l n j i Vly dcuCTids i In bipod u ralFd 
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rntepizly toad. That effort breaki the blade 
Short fh)in its hilt. The Grecian stands disarmVL 
The fourth, Astaspet, proud Chaldsean lord, 
Is nig^ He lifts his inH>plated mace, 
'lliis, while a duster (tf'auxiliar fiioids 
Hang on the Grecian shield, to earth depvessVlh 
Loads with unerring blows the batteiM hdm; 
Till on the ground Diomedon extends 
His mighty limbs. So^ weakened by the force 
Of some tremendous engpine, whidi the hand 
Of Mars impells, a dtadd^, higb4owVd» 
"Whence darts and fire and ruins long have awVl 
Begirding legions, jrields at last, fuid spreads 
Its disuniting ramparts on the g^round; 
Joy fills th' assailants, and the battle's tide 
%Vhelms o'er the widening breach: the Persian thu 
0*er the late^WirM Diomedon advancM 
Against the Gredan remnant: when bdiold 
Leonidas. At mice tiieir ardour fh»e. 
He had awhile behind his friends retir^ 
Oppressed by labour. Pointless was his spear, 
Jtis buckler cleft. As, oTerwom by storms, 
A vessel steers to some proteeting bay ; 
Then, soon as timely gales, iuriting, curl 
The azure floods, to Neptune shews again 
Her masts apparellM iVesh in shrouds and saila^ 
Which court die vigorous wind: so Sparta's king^ 
In strength repaii'd, a spear and budder new 
Presents to Asia. From her bleeding ranks 
Hydames, urg*d by destiny, approaehNL 
He, proudly vaunting, left an infhnt xaee^ 
A spouse lamenting am the distant verge 
Of Bactrian Ochus. Victory in vain 
He, parting, pronus*d. Wanton 1m^ will spoit 
Bound his cold heart no longer. Grecian spoils, 
Imagined triumphs, pictured on Ins mind, 
Fate will erase fiMKver. Through the taiige, 
The thick-raaird aoraelet hisdivkled chcM 
Of bony strength admiti iliehoiti^ spe|r« 
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Leonidas draws back the steely peine, 

Bent and enfeebled by the forct:fuI blow. 

Meantime within his badcler*s rim, anseen, 

Amphistreus stealing, in th* ungarded flank 

Hit dagger struck. In stow effiisioo ooz*d 

The blood, from H«rcules deriyVi; but death 

Not yet had reachM his mark, lli* indignant king 

Gripes irresistibly the Persian's throat. 

He drags him prostrate. False, oomipt and baie^ 

Fallacious, fUl, preeminent was he 

Among tyrannic satraps. Phrygia pin*d 

Beneath the oppression of his ruthless sway. 

Her sdl had once been fhiitful. Once her towu 

Were populous and rich. The direfU change 

To naked fields and crumbling roofs dedarM, 

Th* accursed Amphistreus govern^. As the spear 

Of Tyrian Cadmus rivetted to earth 

The pms'nous dragon, whose infectious breath 

Had blasted all Boeotia ; so the king. 

On prone Amphistreus trampling, to the rock 

Nails down the tyrant, and the fracturM staff 

Leaves in his panting body. But the blood. 

Great hero, dropping from the wound, revives 

The hopes of Persia. Thy unyieiding arm 

Upholds the conflict still. Against thy dueld 

The various weapons shiver, and tfiy feet 

IVith ^tt^ring points surround. The Lydian fwordi 

The Persian dagger leave their shattered hilt^ 

Bent is the Caspian scymeter; the lance, 

The.javelin, dart and arrow all combine 

Their firuitless efforts. From Alcides sprung, 

Thou stand*st unshaken like a Thracian hill, 

like Rhodope, or Haemiu; where in vain 

The thund^rer plants his livid bolt; in vain 

Kcen.pointed lightnings pierce th* encrusted aMW| 

And winter, beating^ widi eternal war, 

Shakes fVom his dreary wings discordant stonna, 

Chill sleet, and clattering hail. Advancing bold , 

Hii rapid huMC AbtoeomM ia fiin 
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Aims at the fbrefaead of laconia^s diief. 
He, not uug^arded, rears hi» active blade 
Athwart the daog'raut blow, whoie fury wastes 
Above his crest in air. Then, swiftly whecl'd, 
ITie pond'rous weapon cleaves the Persian's knee 
Sheer throufj^ the parted bone. He sidelong falls. 
'Cru8h\l on the ground beneath contending feet, 
Great Xerxes* brother yields the last remains 
Of torturVl Ufe. Leonidas persists; 
Till Agis calls Dienecet, alarms 
Deiiiophihu, Megistias: they o'er piles 
Of Allarudian and Sasperian dead 
Haste to their leaden they before him raise 
The brazen bulwark of their massy shields. 
The foremost rank of Asia stands and bleeds; 
The rest recoil: but Hyperanthes swift 
From band to bend his various host prevades. 
Their drooping hopes rekindles, in the brave 
New fortitude excites: the frigid heart 
Of fear he warms. Astaspes fii-st obeys, 
Vain of his birth, from ancient Belusdravni, 
Proud of his wealthy stores, his stau'ly domes, 
More proud in recent victory : his might 
Had foird Platsea's chief. Before the Aront 
He stride^ impetuuus. His triumphant mace 
Against the brave Dieneces he bends. 
The weighty blow bears down th' opposing shield, 
And breaks the Spartai/s shouMeiw Idle hangs 
llie weak defence, and loads th' inactive arm. 
Deprived of ev*ry function. Agis bares 
His vc geful blade. At two well leveiTd strokes 
Of both his hands, high brandishing the maoe, 
He mutilates the foe. A Sacian chief 
Springs on the victor. Jaxartes' banks 
To this bcBve savage gave bis name and lurtb* 
His look erect, his bold deportment spoke 
A gallant spirit, but untam'd l^ laws, 
With dreary wikls fandliar, and a race 
Of rude Sarbuiani, iMrridi at tfacir diiMb 
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from its dixvction glanc'd the Spartan tpear, 
^Hbicb. upward borne, oVrtunrd his iron cone* 
Hack o*er his forehead fall the naked k)du; 
rhey aggravate his f\iry: while his foe 
lepeato the stroke, and penetrates his chest, 
rh* intrepid Sacian through his breast and back 
teoeives the griitding steel. Along the staff* 
le writhes his torturVl body; in his grasp 
k barbed arrow from his quiver shakes) 
)tep in the streaming throat of Agis hidea^^ 
rbe deadly point; then griinly smiles and^H^ 

From him fkte hastens to a nobler prey, 
>ieneces> His ondefended frame 
rhe shield abandons, sliding from his arm. 
lis lM«ast is gor*d by javelins. On the foe 
le hurls them back, extracted from his wounds* 
afe, \ielding slow to destmy, at length 
'orsakes his riven heart; nor less in death 
lieriiiopylse he graces, than before 
ty martial deeds and conduct. What can stem 
lie barbarous torrent? Agis bleeds. His spear 
its useless, irrCooveraMy pluiigM 
D Jaxartes^ body. Low recHiies 
(ieneces. Leonidas himself, 
•Vriabuur'd, wounded, widi his dinted sword 
lie rage of war can exercise no more, 
lie last one glorioiis eflbri age perfwras. 
•loiophilu!!, Megistias join their mjght. 
"hey check the tide of conquest; while the qiear 
f slain Dieneces to Sparta*s chief 
lie fidnting Agis bears. The pointed ash, 
I that dire hand for battle rearM anew, 
lasts ev*ry Persianls valour. Back in heap* 
hey roll, eonfbunded, by their gen'ral'k voice 
3 vain exhinrted longer to endure 
1h- ceaseless waste of that unoonquerM arm* 
A, when the g^iants ftnra Olympus chac^ 
1i* inferior god^theoiKlTct in terror ihtMi^l 
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Hi* ineeMUit MrMBN aTlii^toifaiff, when die kani 
Of befty*n*i grett fttlwr witk eienwl miglit 
SiutaiiiMthedieikUUlcoutlict. O'er tlw fieU 
Awhile BeUona gives the faattie rett; 
When Thesiua's leader and Megiidas drop 
At either aide ot Laoedttmon'sking. 
Bebeath the weight of years and labour bend 
The hoary warriors. Not a gi oa« molests 
Their parting spirits; bat in death's cabn mjj^ 
All-silenyiplu each venerable headj 
Like a^^Muii whose de^-descending roots 
Had ^^raiedstless through a craggy slope; 
There during three long centuries have brav^l 
Malignant Eurus, and the bokt'rous north; 
'nil bare and sapless by corroding time 
Without n blast their uMMsy trunks rechne 
Before their parent hill. Not one remun% 
But Agis , near Leonidas, whose hand 
The last kind oflloe to his fiiend perfonu, 
Extracts the Saciun's arrow. Life, reka^ 
Pours forth in criiuson floods; O Agis, pale 
'Ihy placid features, rigid are thy hmbi; 
They lose their graces. JDimHl, thy eyes rereil 
Ihe native goodness of thy heart no move 
Yet other graces spring. The noUe oone 
Leonidas surveys. A pause he finds 
To mark, how kively are the patriot's wounds^ 
And see those hontws on the breast, he lov^ 

But Hyperanthes fltMn the trembling ranka 
Of Asia tow'rsy ioflexiUy resolvM 
'llie Persian glory to redeem, or falL 
'Ihe Spartan, worn by toil, his hmguid arm 
Uplifts once more. He waiu the dauntlea j/natoOk 
The heroes now stand adverse. Eadi awhile 
Hestraiiis his valour. Each, admiring, views 
Hi* godlike foe. At lejigth their bnndishMiwilltf 
Provoke the cimtest, Ated soon to dose 
Tlie long-oontinuM horrors of the day. 
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I in tniMe md fear, the Asian throDg, 
wv*d and sUent, cm tlieir bucklen paaaSi' 
i on the wattes of India, while the earth 
ath him groans, the riefribant is seen, 
tttge proboscis writhing, to defy 
strong ihinooeros, who» ponderous hotn 
swly whetted on a rock. Anon 
I hideoos bulk encounters. Earth her groan 
tables. Trembling, from their covert gaze 
savage inmates oi surrounding woods 
istant terror. By the varyM art 
ther chief the dubious combat long 
R-at event retarded. Now his lance 
through the hostile shield Laconia's king 
ell^. Aside the Persian swung his arm. 
eath it paisVI the weapon, which his targe 
umber'd. Hopes of conquest and renown 
e his courage. Sudden he directs 
:apid javelin to the Spartan^s throat, 
he his wary buckler upward raised 
ch o*er his shoulder turned the glancing steel; 
one last effort then his scattered streng^ 
acting, levelled with resistless force 
massive orb, and dashM its brazen verge 
: on the Perrian's forehead. Down he sunk; 
bout a groan expiring, as o*erwhelm'd 
eath a maiUe ftagment, from its seat 
v\l by a whiriwind, sweeping o'er the ridge 
lOiBt* aspiring mansion. Generous prince! 
at oouM his valour more? His single might 
tnateh'd with great Leonidas,and fell 
we his native bands. Th<^ Spartan king 
r stands akme. In heaps his slaughter^! friends, 
itretch'd around him, lie. The distant foes 
w'r on his head innumerable darts, 
tn various sluices gush the vital floods; 
•y stain his flunting lirabs. Nor yet with pain 
brow is clooded; but those beauteous wounds, 
; ttcied pledges of bis own renown, 
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